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T  HAVE  the   fa  :efentingto 

my  fellow  ful),  :,g  ftant: 

while  the  ableft  cannot  controvert!  the  .^ 

of  t!  ing  pages 

lay  open,  in  a  plain  and  unequivocal  manner, 
the  paft   and    prefent   condition    of  C 
Britain  ;  its  comparative  debts  and  opulence 
at  different  periods  ;    its  relative  expcnces 
and  refourcesat  prefent  ;  and  eve  .  will 

be  enabled  to  fati>  Q  mind  fully  on 

the  aftooUhing  increafc  of  its  commerce 

.th,  ftrength,  and  profpei  ity,    from  the 
beginning  to  the   clofe  of  the  eighteenth 

iry. 

M  this  work  arc  two-fold  : 

firfr,    to  fore  the   men  of  to  day,  the 

po(iti\  c  and  relative  condition  of  this  coun- 


'PREFAt 

th  refpcft  to  part   and  prcfcnt  time 
next,  to  unfold  to  thofc,  who  fhall  come 
after  us,  t  '1cm  of  political  oeconomy, 

an   improving  pofterity  may  fur- 
•A  our  ancestors  before  and 
contemporaries  around  us.     In  the  it 

•icceflar.  peculiarly  our  duty,  to  pro- 

curc  to  our  c  all   the  IK. 

our  power;   not  to  \im\t  o; 

:ul    atf 

us;  but  to  do  all  the  good  which  ou: 
for  her  can  infp/  her  intcixft 

be  our  fupreme  law. 

Such  is  the  principle  and  objed  of  ; 

:k.     If  it  prove   ufeful  to  my  country, 

I  /hall  be  happy.     Hut  in  a  pcrfonal  point 

of  \ic\v,   I  am  regardlefs  of  its  fuccefs  or 

mifcarriage.    The  roar  of  calumny  or  fhouts 

of  applaufe  arc  empty  founds  to  me.    In  this 

fcene  of  fublunary  change,   I  look   only  to 

it,  I  truft,  will  be  of  long  duration — the 

honour 
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honour  and  fur;  To  thcfc 

diligence  ;  free 
[>o\ver,  to  do 

Uals  of"  po;  II. 

ipirit     of     iii'  truth    guided 

loclcrn  < 
• 

the  ]  ncc  of  «  rion, 

we  fhould  not  now  be  Turn 
of  thrones  and  alt  .ir  the  fall  of  ft. 

nor  have  fo  Iccding  world   amidit  the 

ii  ing  age.    Who  that  has \vit- 
ilthefe  thing?,  muftnot  be  impell 
inflindivc  principle  to  examine  >\\  pub- 

lic c^ 

.  idual  coni!itu-!i  :    \\ho\vill  not  inform 
Jiimii  re,  not  or  erro- 

neoufly,  but  according  to  9 
and  :  i  the  St 

11  h-  ei  [he  mil- 

lifts  of  I 

an  opulent  and  t  .1  nation  they  rtill  mur- 

mur 
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raur  to  unit  'he  Jacobins,  agninft  what 

a  mighty  ftrcam  their  corrupt  bark  has  to 
ftrugglc  ;  and  i  nics  of  this  United 

dom,  that  her  rcfources  and  i  ngth 

bid  her  defy  the  world.  Thefc  things  at 
Jcaft  lhall,  I  truft,  be  fo  clearly  let  forth  in 
the  following  pages,  that  none  hut  the  wil- 
fully blind  can  avoid  feeing  them. 
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•01.  —  aj.  i^ferf*/  the  following,  rwJ  theft. 


t  i 

CONTENTS. 

•grcfi,  and   EfFccli  of  Com- 
merce -  -     page  t 
tcr  from  David  Hume,  Efq.  to  Lord  Kuimi         22 
Dean  T  i             : -ply  26 
.ind  Progrefs  of  Revenues           -       42 
Chap. 

.uJc      -  f  •'.. 

.      68 

i'rogrcfs,  and  State  of  the  Public 
Funds     .......       97 

Chap.  5.    Agriculture,    Re-  ar.d    Waftc 

Lands     -  -     127 

Chap.  6.  Progrcfs  and  State  of  Population  in  ( i 

Jirit.iin  and  Europe  -     162 

Chap.  7.  Progrcfs  and  State  of  the  Naval   Power 

:.un        -  -     179 

Chup.  8.  Progrefs  of  ti.  ry  State  of  Great 

Britain    -  -     186 

Statement  from  a  French  Paper,  which  is  deemed 

Official,  July  1800  -  -     196 

A  comparative  View  of  the  principal   States  of 

Europe  -     199 

Documents  of  the  Nation's  Profpcrity  fincc  the 

Accelfion  of  the  Houfc  of  Hanover       -         -217 
Increafc   of  Commerce  fincc  the    Acccffion  of 
Geo.  1.  wit M  on  Abftracl  of  Coinage  -     219 

APPENDIX. — Confidcrations  on  the  High  Price  of 

M ic  and  Remedy     225 

With  kvcral  important  ( 


Vlll 


fAis    frafl   having    been  while 

Mr.  Pitt  was  in  office,  it  is  ncccj]'ary  to 
mark,    that   throughout  the  following  pages, 
tlie  appellation  of  the  Miiufter  is  applicable  to 
him. 

March  18,  1801. 
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S     U  1C     Y 

or    THE 

»  P  U  L  E  N  C  E 

O  f 

R  I     \    !      H  R  I    I     \  IN. 


C  11    \  !>.      I. 
'°Sref5^  •  of  Commerce. 


l^C)  I.I  I  U'  AL  G  ,cnce 

either  \>\               ': 

Its  objcft 

\  idc  iv. 

for  the  i  >  for 

18  for   this    pi;-  ^o 
; 

icukinc  and    ^ 

U  mcrcc. 


mcrcc.  That  of  agriculture  i;  \\\c  fjrft  in 
the  order  of  nature  and  time  ;  but  that  of 
commerce,  which  re  modern,  fecn^  to 

be   the   more   important   in    ti  v.      f 

11  then  .  -in    \\  ith   COB 

ring  it  briefly  from  the  period  of  its  origin  in 
this  country  to  tl  moment. 

v*  of  our  Cuthic 
cit:  this  nation,  of  1 

,   their  dependants  or  vaflals  and  vil- 
lain .      i  he  latter  order  of  human  beings 

tfl  cftimated  as  fo  many  Ireads  of  cattle  or 
live  ftock  on  the  land.  For  by  the  jth  ar- 
ticle of  Magna  Charta,  the  wafte  of  men  or 
things  oa  an  eftate  was  prohibited.  Such 

s  the  comparative  confutation  in  which 
the  pcoph  l.ifTc-d. 

This  diftinftion   in   the  ranks   of  fociety 

>  determined  by  rhe  different  nature^ 
their  tenures  wider  their  chiefs;  whet1 
it  \  ,  fervilc  or  military,  by 

the  foe  o-  ie  tword.     If  the   land  \ 

IK  Id    by  (became,  the  occu|)icrs  weft   fla\ 
and  bnuncl  to  work  t  if  maflcrs.     TIic 

lower  clafs  conlilled  o  bodi  of 

XN  ):  '       I  illains  in  grols,  flu\  cs  trans- 

9  able 
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\sith    the    1  med  a 

chief  article  of  export   \  countries, 

Ireland  *.  i  conlifted 

of  >  were  to  fcrvc  the  baront 

s  of  ufc  or  ofi  s  belong* 

ud- 
agc  ot  <>rder  was  gra<  in 
the  manner  which  (hall  be  j  'v  related; 
and  fuch  wa  read  of  its  revival,  that 
every  member  or  the  Unly,  when  he  took 
up  his  freedom,  was  forced  to  promife  upon 
i  that  he  would  not  take  as  an  appren- 
tice one  who  was  bound  in  blood. 

:cd  latc-lv,  and  I  believe  conti- 
nues to  this  day,  in  the  oath  of  a  freeman 
of  Briftol. 

r   clafs,   which    occupied   land 

irons   by   military    fervice,  was 

:ominated  frank-men,    whofc    duty   was 

•  This  exceeds  the  feudal  condition  of  Poland,  and  the 
fvftem  of  Ruffia  to-day ;  where  the  people  are  attached  to 
and  transferable  with  the  eftatcs,  but  are  not  a  commodity 
of  export  to  be  difpoicd  of  like  negro  flaves.  Let  Bri- 
tons compare  their  fituation  with  that  of  the  reft  of 
Europe  to-day,  and  with  that  of  their  furcfathcn  io 
times. 

B  2  defcnfive 
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.M    the  i 

I      :ul   to  li. 

the  gra   < 

:.;;unil 

I 

0\\  I 

•  '    ".          I        <<!ily 
in    iiiK-icnt    tini 
i.-d   did 

oclotus  •  I  >;u  ba- 

ns of  'I'hracc.     The  Rom; 

;aul    tli 
li\,  to 

or  i 

find  t 

\\liic' 

•lioutc! 

^ 

1    will: 
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.th  hi<Ji  NIMH' 

his 

;uul 

. 
I 

minors   30,000    t>;  rc- 

Hoor 

with  I  the  mim 

lit    do\\  I),  witliout  inj1. 

-luill    a 
A 
of  th  :i  iii- 

• 

.  fol- 
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hortsofidlc  warriors 
throughout  Europe  went  to  C<>IKJIK     I 
in    the  il-'K    L:intl.      Thelc  frantic  cruiades 
foon  taught  t.icm  that  a  t'upply  of  iKcdfaries 
was  v  ;  for   they  were   attended    by 

(Warms  of  females  of  quality.     Such   pil- 
gri  M  thought,  in  the  iiril  pan>\\  fms 

of  this  fafliionable  zeal,  of  hunger  and  illm 
or  they  iuppok-d    that    food   and  medicine 
would  come   down   from    Heaven.     They 
foon  learned,    h«>\\cver,   that   it    was    better 
poflefs  magax  exped  miracles. 

In  order,    therefore,   to  purchaic    lii|)pl 
litr  oftradefmcn  were  emancipated 

for  linall  turns  of  money  :   and  hence   to\ 
and  cities  oi  their    charters,   which 

were  augmented  during  200  years  ofphrenzy. 
The  artificers  and  tradeimen  of  England, 
having  gradually  purchafed  freedom  and 
increafed  their  opulence,  were  enabled  to 
give  larger  fums  to  their  lords :  and  hence 
the  origin  of  long  leafes.  Moving  onward 
in  rank  and  wealth,  the  merchant  felt  a 
new  ftimulus  which  roufed  his  induftry  and 
exertions;  thus  commci  .md 

the  arts  aud  luxury  appeared.  The  high  lords 

now 
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now  began  >rc  cnj  in  come- 

.1      tllC 

lers  of  their  dep  the 

:hc 

i    he  o-uM  L  wn  appc- 

.nitv  or  volupt  'iat 

hch:ui  ,  of 

v-  retainers  \\iio  h;ul  pa- 
\iunct  .velin,    the  pride 

of  tumultuous  fairs,  gave  wa\ 
the  baron's  fclf-love,  which  manifeftcd  it: 
in  tin  IT  of  domcftic  life,  or  the 

ami  no\v  arms  retired  before 
fri\olity.   The  haron  bei.  -Lited  in  pomp 

:rc,   and  the  n.  c  j)io- 

fits  of  commerce,  luxury  a  d,   refine- 

ment followed  and induftr]  kept  pace.     But 
\vl  together,  the  trader  be- 

tl  of  the  ml 

roufcd  others  to   become  h  in 

commerce.      li  ri\alrv   in  .nul 

!e,  multipl:  the 

arts  ;  ;  re  volnjHUOUS, 

more  tv 

revenues, 
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:  reliant 

:uul  to  the  :ul  ruih 

tune.      I          commerce  Icxd1  >ud 

,   freed  kings  from  I1  and    pco- 

Su^  tor    the 

Thole  evils  have  produced  much  good  ;   hut 
commerce  has   been   the    great    inftrim; 
which  has  not  onl\  made  private  vices  bring 
forth  public  virtues,  but  has  c<  d  pub- 

ity  into  private  g« 

muft  be  whol  it  of  the 

,;iind    and   condition, 

who  knous  not  the  relations  between  public 
commerce,    public  j  public  opulcn 

public  knowlcdL 

Fiapp  d    mull:   ever  ke<  ;>    ] 

and    induflry  ;    and    botli 
flouridi  \\ith  commerce.      \\  bere  i:  -  hiftory 

.;an,    there  the   monument  of  i 

truth.     But  without  recurring  to  the  hifi 
cal  detail  of  K^vpt,  ,   the  Gree 

colonies,  and  the   Eaft  under   the  Caliphs, 
only  to  open  on  t he- 

proofs  rulh  ill  upon  the  mind.      We  behold 

the 
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• 

i : 

;s  of 

our   . 

. 
1 

. 

; 

ight 
• 

n. 

of  the  nation^ 
. 

ijaiu 

. 

c   uiuK       : 
of  truth,  aiul 

(hall 
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(hall  be  difprovcd,  by  incontrovertible  docu- 
ments.    All  thefe  tracls  \cr,  h:i 
been  the  defpicable  produftions  of  party,  nor 
the  offspring    of   venality    and    falfehm 

the  works  of  honeftp 

bm  ed  men;  who  wrote  and  pub- 

lifhcd  what  they  \cd  to  In-  the  truth. 

There  another  daf>  of  men  to  he 

undeceived,  who  arc  remarkable  for  a  pro- 
pcnfity  to  praife  the  part:  times  and  condemn 
the  prcfent.  raclicc  may  not  he  al- 

fO£  ;v.l    to    the    afpiring   infuf- 

ficiency  of  human  nature  ;  but  it  owes  its 
chief  lucccfs  to  prejudice,  and  fomctimes  to 
fall  'I^hc  ftateof  a  nation  may  he  calilv 

perceived  by  comparing  it  \\ith  itfclf  at 
diftant  periods,  .  ;h  different  nations 

that  are  its  contemporaries.  Thus  we-  mav  ju- 
ioufly  and  impartially  let  in  oppofition  the 
part  and  prefent  times  ;    and  no  man,  I  be- 
lieve, who  has  either  confulted  public  docu- 
ments, or  ,:n  rcflefted  upon  the  com- 
mon  hiftorical  narrative  of  the  progrcfs  of 
I  country,  will  difhelicvc  that  the  annual 
rlucc  of  land  and  labour  was  much  greater 
at  the  rcftoration  than  a  century  before,  on 

the 
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the  accdfion  of  Kli/abc  1 1 1 :    r 

:hc    ac.  i        .ibrth 

a  ccntur.  B  <>t  the  (iiflfcn- 

a  of  the 

N 

Con<  lie  Nr  what 

i  i  of  th( 

I  ; 

was  cert 

r.      But 
if  every  docun 

of   Julius    C  the    ao 

.iHilc    (  were 

brought  rV(Mu  the  time  of  the 

acceflion   to  th  would  tciul   to 

iat  the 
.onof  this  r.ati  mmerce,oj)uL 

,  within  thil  ceoturyi  far  exceeds 
all  the  ;  col- 

icr. 

[fwetak    I  review  of  the  \:\i\  century,  or 
rather  of  the  j>en<  -  tlOD,  \\  ^> 

e  have  had 

LC   prod  tious 

nu- 
rous 
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mcrous  wars.     \N\ 

Frcr  nr   Spanilh 

and  i  7.? 

of  A:  n  hoili.. 

;  we 

\\  allo 

, 

rcbclli'iiiii  .    But  not\N  ith- 

turv 
. 

and  three  rebel  1  t  arma- 

hc  ftrcngth  and  o|vj! 

LT8  at  this  mo- 
\'\  pinnacle  of  prc-cmin 
amongft  nations. 

;is  prolj  iicr 

and  diligence  that 
:i,    in   thofc 
:hield  of  the 
vcrfr.     Such  is  ivy  of  < 

:e. 

i>eforc  Iketched  the  a  m- 

mcrcc  in  the  feud;  iors. 

gradual  and  regular  pi  was, 


i Opulci  ij 

until  ife 

;i- 

,   that  t  !ic 

.ibout 
md  pOU 
ii\   i 

hercas  rf 

is  abt).  lil  iu 

,  from  i  !ic 

r  1800,  I  ful)init  to  public  infp.  :ic 

ncl   im, 
\vh  clcarl 

il])utc  '•  i  lie 
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— 

:  50,66*     3    4 

56,331      6      i 

11,811,144     i     7 

•t  56,764  17  10 

88.66S  10    6 

1767 

3    6     4 

*>,c    i      4     3 

17" 

i     6    n 

16.610,131     6     i 

1769 

I3»'34»«»90  13     i 

:oi,tS9     8     j 

•  i  30*91     3     4 

i     :  18,314  18     7 

19,018^80  I- 
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r     ,.  <L 

>.     d. 

X,7i5    16     9 

-  ->  18     i 

«9,9»4    4      ' 

* 

91711 

55,698  17     5 

•777 

-     8 

;9i,co6     i  10 

'      - 

i      7       i 

35.**4  »3    S 

4 

17*0 

'64,967    7  ii 

•j  54.C93     « 

10 

31,195  '9  »o» 

,78f 

10,341,628  15    6 

•  78, 

— 

1  1 

«7«S 

i6,i79,4i£    i     6 

-70,128  17 

-86,071    7     5 

9 

>7«7 

i04,OH  16     i 

18,296,166  13    9 

178!    . 

18,017,170     i     3 

18,124,0 

'7«9 

7 

20,                                 2. 

«79° 

19,130,596  15     3 

ao,ia->,i2o  17     2. 

1791 

i9,6oo,«oo  —  — 

700,000  —  — 

1791 

19,600,00    

.-  <v>co  —  — 

»793 

19,15^,000  

20,390,000  —  — 

»794 

188,000  —  — 

16,734,00    . 

«79$ 

-36,000  

;  12,000  —  — 

1796 



30,518,0  o  —  — 

'797 

.013,000  —  — 

18,917,000  . 

>798 

.75,760  

33»59«»777  f 

•799 

16,837^31  

35»99»»39-  1 

i 
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The  real  valot 


•      -     I-.- 

Exf- 

Tou, 


t  Tlw   real   Tiiuf,  at   gWrn  in  and  piH  tor  by  the  merchant*  for 

'799    -  -  4%»397»3<7 

Export!      -  50,146,080 

-    -    -    £  95.543>397~ 
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epochs  in  the 

'    ry. 

»c  accci  the  houfc  of 

1  Li  I  the  of 

H\  con  of 

fou:  •  iliatis, 

n  1698  to  1702;  andoiY.".  r  :' peace 

3; 
ns. 

;reat  epoch  is  from  1 783.     By 
loo!  to  our  i 

it  tlicy  ;  n  1697  to  1783, 

about  twenty  millions  :  whereas,  from  i  783 

to  i  798,    they  incrcafed  about  twenty-two 

millions;  that  is,  they  incrcafcd  two  millions 

in  the  laft  fifteen  years  than  they  had 

(i   the  \vholc    preceding  part  of  the 

century.     Hut  the   increafe  at  this  moment 

jcatcr. 

It  is  pccul.  remark  here, 

it  thefe  official  eftimates  were  formed    iu 

the  beginning  of  the  cenu  ve- 

nant,  on  the  real  value  of  commodities;   but 

the   real    value  now   exceeds   thele  official 

eftimatcs  by  about  70  per  cent.     Howe 

.:huut  any  comparative  calculation,  we  have 

C  an 
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,g  rule  to  k  ic  value  of  our 

commerce  1  the  cloic  of 

the  ccnturv.      A.vordi:  !uc 

Dr.     IXiveiumt,     in    1697    it 

.  united  to  littl  than  //;•/;/  millions: 

•\  according  to  the  real    \aluc  as  £;iven  in 

,   on  ac 
nx  -   in    1799,    it  amounted   to  alxne 

•    -hvc  millioiL->  ;;n>i  an  hull"  '•.      Such 
the    incieaic  n    thr 

uho  will  embrace  i:*  ions 

:nal  trade  oft  'lid 

will  contemplate    ull    k  -   on  national 

.,1   individual  happinci's   and  j>ro- 
mpure  its  ftatc  with 
j  other  nations  (>  )pe  at  this 

moment,  •     .  f  iticlf  in  paft 

times,  muft  feel  no  imall  emotions  of  grati- 
tude and  ihat  he  is  a  Briton  of  this 
Jay. 

may  not  be  ui.:  lory  to  the  reader, 

to  know  that  of  Britifli  proti 

*  In  the  year  1697     -     -     .     -         7,008,492. 
.)     -    -    .    .       95,543>397- 

and 
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clurc*  a 

179.:  three  hun 

thouland  poun< 

:    thoulinul  :   a:  1783 

have  more   than  i! 
have    incrc. 

tv-thrcc   millions    anil  an    1ml; 
Ublc  H.) 

TABLE   (1>  ) 

LUE  agreeable    to  an: 

-  1     isii  PRODI 

1  \M  1    \C  li 
Gu  'v     HRITAI 

& 

10,314,000 

;o         -  14,921,884 

91         *         -         16,810,020 

)*         -         -         18,336,8. 

)3  -         13,892,268 

16,725,402 

95  16,338,212 

96  -  19.  io 
1797         -                   16,903,103 

98  -  i9'672>5°3 

99  -  51 

C  i  The 
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Tin-  ;j;owm.'  ij   of  commei 

h  tome  re- 
marks made  by  Dca:  IV  Icfcr,  Ibnck  Mr. 
1  Lime  the  hirtoi  :id  canted  a  corrc- 

fpo  with  Lord  Kaims.      I  am  enabl' 

through  die  favour  and  libcralitv  or"  a  great 
*,  to  lay  it  before  the  public. 
And  it  is  an  objeft  of  curiohty,  not  a 
little  pleafing  to  try  the  jarring  opinions  of 
thole  two  jui  men  half  a  cen- 

tury fince,  by  the  tefts  of  events  to  day. 
Thus  we  may  be  taught  how  to  appreciate 
tlu  lative  ingenuity  of  one  man,  and 

the  practical  folidity  of  another.  This  able 
divine  and  politician  was  the  enemy  of  fpc- 
culation.  I  L  combated  it  in  every  form 

iei  ever  he  met  it,  whether  in  moral  or  po- 
litical oeconomy .  For  his  great  mind  embraced 
one  great  objed,.  the  temporal  and  eternal 
.2  of  mankind,  and  he  knew  the  whole 

-irce  of  this  to  be  in  found,   religious,  and 
civil  r  Dent      To  thelc,  therefore,   he 

devoted  the  celebrated  labouis  of  a  long  and 
ufcful  fing  into,  combining  and 

The  Marquis  of  LanfJown. 

enforcing 
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Ics  of  i 

:nul   ,  Q  :hr  good  of   his 

li\rd  helmed,  hi 

to  remark,  that  when 
Hume   \ 

the  lelf-dell  amerce, 

the  only  docum 
incrr 

imports  from  le  llions  t< 

four  mil  But  li  years  have 

•ice    thcfc  were 

I  fume  mercc  has  gone  on 

dill  augmenting,  till  it  amounted  in  the  laft 

to  alxnit    ninety-five  millions  and    an 

v  its 

Inilk,  it  c  (1  goes  on  I  :ting 

arnit  i  and 

>  good 

id  this    j)K  .11011 

time  of  1  lume,  while  he  perufes  the 
follour  r  to  Lord  Kaims. 


Copy 


it  A  SURVEY  of  tbe 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  DAVID  HUME,  Kiij. 
Lord  K  A  I.MS. 

"  MY  LORD, 

M    1  :auch  obliged  to  you  for  al- 

lowing me  a  i  rss 

in  all  that  gentK  puuluctums,   which 

have  come  to  my  hand,  I  can  perceive  a  pro- 
found knowledge  of  the  theory  of  commerce, 
to  an  enlarged  acquaintance  with  its 
and  I  own  I  have  received  both 
pleafure  and  inihuclion  from  the  pcrulal  of 
them.  The  papers  which  your  lordfhip  has 
been  pleafed  to  communicate  to  me,  do  not 
belie  this  character.  All  the  advantages 
which  the  author  infills  upon  as  belonging  to 
a  nation  of  cxtcnfivc  commerce,  are  undoubt- 
edly real :  great  capital,  cxtcnfivc  corrcfpond- 
ence,ikilt  clients  of  facilitating  labour, 

dexterity,  induftry,  &c.  thcfc  circumftances 
give    them    an   incliiputcd  lupcriority    o 
poor  nations,   who  arc  :it   and  unex- 

perienced,    'i'hc  qucftion  is,  whether  th 
advantages  can  go  on,  ii  ::LJ;  trade  /;/  inr 

fnitum,  or  \\hcthcr  tbcj  do  not  at  laft  come 
to  a  ncj>/us  ultra,  and  check  them          ,  by 

getting 
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beget 

ami  B  \    iong 

i 

,tr\  to  lisal  them,  i  the 

:i     thole 

licr- 

,  commciv  .t  dilfij> 

.Id  go  oti  | 

•id  induftry  of  .       I 

am  pleu:  I    fmd  the  author  iiiii: 

c    the  further 

nee  of  tli 

but  1  llill    indulge-  that 

:nc  ad\antages, 
. 

:h  ami  imiullrv.      It  is  certain   that  the 

o  be  at- 
i  in  a  D 

A  ill  fit  thofeof 

i  them  :  the 

in  the  rerr.  .       : 

-    capi: 

uj)0ii  them  ;    and  i  are 

of 
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oft  nature  as  cannot  at  all    be  tranl- 

portcd.     It  U  then  great  en  nt  10 

fettle  in  the  c  here   t  pro- 

duced ;   and    though   a   rich  country,  by  its 
other  igti,    i  .nitain   its 

gro  .     <\    a   p.         |   which  makes  at' 

tempts  towards    commerce,   it   will  not  be 
able  entirely  to  annihilate  or  opprefs  it. 

"  The  author,  conformable  to  the  character 
both  of  a  divine  and  a  philolophcr,  draws  an 
argument  from  the  goodnejs  of  Providence  ; 
but  I, think  it  mav  be  turned  againft  him. 
It  was  never  lurely  the  intention  of  Provi- 
dence, that  any  one  nation  mould  be  a  mo- 
nopolize i  of  wealth  :  and  the  growth  of  all 
bodies,  artificial  as  well  as  natural,  is  flopped 
by  internal  caufes,  derived  from  their  enor- 
mous iizc  and  greatnefs.  Great  empires, 
great  cities,  great  commerce,  all  of  them 
receive  a  check,  not  from  accidental  events, 
but  neccflary  principles. 

"  There  is  a  hint  thrown  out  in  the  papers 
which  gave  me  great  fatisfaclion,  becaufe  it 
concurs  with  a  princijje  which  I  have 
thrown  out  to  your  lordfhip,  and  which  you 
not  to  difapprove  of,  I  was  indeed 

i  fo 
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t,  I     J  told  NOU,  I  in. 
to  make  it  r 

u  ic,  as  '  ild    have   occalion 

to  gi  cw   edit  that   work. 

le\cllc  :  ow  ma. 

lignity  a 

bear  to   Ice   their  >  thii\, 

COOtir.ually  :  ctforts  r 

iiulir  .   We  dcllrc, 

and  ourabfurd  jx>litics  to  endeavour 

tort  rade   in  all  our  neighbours,   and 

be  [jlad  that  all  >e  were  reduced 

to  the  fame  ftatc  of  defolation  as    Turkey: 
the  confcquence  of  which  muft  be,  that  we 
(1  have  little  more  than  domed:     ' 
would  T  to  fell  or  buy 

r,  that  in  a   c- 

head  v  ;hip,  I  aflccd 

whether  a  man  who  opened  in  Tar- 

\\ith  i:  :ners. 

11  as  in- 

•    !>c    iv p relied  ; 

aiul    I  am  find    that  Mr.  Tucker   is 

•  empl<  Hbiliti 

foufeful  a  mann 

"  I  am,  &c.  &c. 

Edinburgh,  4th  March,  1758. 

(Signed.)  'AVID  Ilt'ME." 


a6  A  S  v  R  v  E  Y  of  the 

DEANTUCKER'S  RI-IM.Y. 

Mr.  Hume  has  evidently  miilaken  my 
mean  I  never  laid  that  a 

rich  country  would  monopolize  all  trade ; 
Init  t  !i  l)oth  the  rich  and  the  , 

couir  .i^ht  itill  advance,  the  poor  coun- 

try (equal  induftry  fuppolld)  would  not  he 
able  to  o\ertakc  the  rich  country,  muchlefs 
todii  >or  country,  in  propor- 

tion as  it  iiu  ::i  trade  and  m a nu fadures, 

its  original  advantage  of  cheapnefs  of 
labour,  and  cheapnefs  of  p  tor  then 

thefe  things  become  proportionally  dearer 
than  before.  Mv  opinion  is,  that  the  richer, 
that  is,  the  more  induftrious  all  countries  are, 
the  more  beneficial  they  will  become  to  each 
other.  This  i  Vilking  like  a  monopo- 

lift  :  and  thefe  mutual  benefits  may  go  oa 
indefinitely^  for  any  :  that  1  can  lie  to  the 

•    is  to  fay,    no  man  can  pre<- 
tend  to  foretell  W/L 

rich  country  mufr  ..V    ilop,   becaufc 

the  nature  of  things  will  \.  :,iit  them  to 

proceed  beyond  fuch  a  given  point.    ISo  man 

can 
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nift    h. 
there 

, 
ginai 

I  iFcrt, 

, 

;     u  in,  '  i  be- 

)  fay 

an\  thu. 

K    iH-i\  »  l>c  made 

.'lltlicg: 

. 
• 

Id. 

of  the 

ig  to  th  it  made 

rge  the  able  minifter Sir 

Hi  ^  of  commerce 

were  jui  >nal ; 

pport   amity  and  t 

cultomers,  were  truly 
;niftration, 
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mmifl  ration,  was  more  owing  to  the  crimes 
of  his  enemies  than  t-  t\  of  his 

,    for  they   forced  him   to  extremities. 
All   this   hU   ;.<  have  not   dt  ; 

But  let  D  u  to    the    S  Hook,   and 

as  long  as  the  8th  of  George  I.  cap.  15, 
lhall  exiil,  there  will  he  found  a  monunu ut 
of  cclchrity  for  this  great  man,  beyond  what 
the  huz^Kis  of  mohs  could  have  given,  or 
gold  boxes  have  bcftowcd. 

The    u^alth   of  the  nation   dates  i' 
and  unparalleled    mcalurc  of   increafc    fmce 
the  ^  1  did  juOicc,   in  the  former 

inihr  the  merru  .^/minifter; 

and  as  I  am  equally  unbought  and  wnpcn- 
fioncf  :ie,  fofhall  I  he  uncor- 

rupt  L>N  a  licrid  ;id!ierence  to  public  truth.      I 
neither  compliment  nor  comment;   I 
refer  ;dcdfa<Ss.     (See  page  18, 

note;  and  tabU  ommercc  iincc  1/83.) 

I  laving  g!.  of  the  great  caufes 

of  this  amazing  wealth,  in  the  par!;, 
regulations  of  Sir  Robert  V, 

>e  unimportant  in  ,  and  parti- 

cularly in  thole  times,  to  r  the  cc 

qucnces  of  commerce  upon 

parliaments 
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pailiam<  it   will  afford 

pail  times 

.nufac- 
• 

and  i  poflfcli  hu- 

!  ,  ats,  th    ' 

' 

Iperfon,  wide:  .cars 

of  age,  not  ha\  cnt  to  1  ,  be- 

ing  required,   1  bound  to  Icrvc  him 

loth   require   him,  or  clic  (hull  be  com- 
mitted to  iroal  till  he  finds  fccurity  to  fcrve/* 
r'sColl  \    1.  I.  p.  l6l.)    Allb,  by 

;4thot"  :d  III.  it"   any  Lilxmrer  or 

.lit   fled  to   any  town,   the  chief  of: 
iliall  .  him  up  ;   and  if  they   depart  to 

mttorcotui  (hall  he  burnt  in  the  fore- 

head with  the  letter   1."     It   is  commerce 
at   once   lhatched  the  loweft  in- 
of  men  from  op- 
OQ«       1  \  I   if  P  I    t:a  the  Co: 

it,   \^e  (hall    find    that  Us 

i    tllC   U| 

. 

The 
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.dal  times  at- 
tended parliament  through  t  and  ne- 
ccffity,  toreprelent  that  property  which  they 
held  in  vaflfalage  of  the  crown.  The  lef- 
fcr  barons  were  hound  by  a  like  light  and 
ncccffity  to  do  tli  ;  hut  thrvgot  them- 
fclvcs  excufed  from  pcrfonal  attendance,  on 

.ding   i  or    knights    of  the 

fhirc.  And  at  the  elections  of  thole  knights 
of  the  fhire,  the  nobles  and  military  voted  ; 
but  no  borderers,  no  cottagers*,  no  villains 
in  grofs,  no  villains  regardant  manors;  that 
is,  in  fhort,  not  the  people.  Thefe  clafles  of 
human  heings,  far  from  being  confulered  as 

zens,    were  eftimat<  I    mentioned 

before,  like  ib  many  heads  of  cattle  or  live 
ftock  upon  the  land.  The  article  of  Magna 
Charta,  \vhich  forbids  a  wafle  of  men  or 
things  on  an  in  -what  clafs  of 

comparative  C  ation  they  flood. 

Thus  it  appears,   that  the  people  neither 
Voted  at  elections  nor  fat  in  Parliament :    and 
that  the  barons  and  knights  of  the  fhire  r 
prefentcd  property  only.     Likewife  we  fhall 

•  «  Bordarii,  Coturii,"  &c. 

find 
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e  bur: 

the 

. 

rhat  tins  was  the   lolc 

i  the  folly  and   extravagance  of 

:zy  of  the  ». 
i    fupplics  of  money   iu 

,   char- 
ters were  gi 

i  placts,  being  thus 

freed  n,  lum, 

e  thought  V 

mcnt.     And    thus 
birth    to    the   right  of  bo- 
rough   repi  The  firft  1 
on  n                        purpoil  c  23d  of 

!.'•* — (1295). 
Tbcfc places,  Ingdcfiilcd  tp 

ilcd    i>v  the 
5th  of  K  :. — (1^82). 

liat  rep 
lion  was  not  only  a  right,  but  a  neccffity  an- 


•D:.  's  Appcn  :,cxtraft.  Vocitia 

;ncataru. 
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ncxcd  to  property.   But  lonu  boroughs 

pleading  inability  of  mcan>,  got  themieK 
cxculed  ;    which  exemptions  remain  \alul  to 
tbis  day.     Conlcqucntly  we  fee,  that  a  .  p;o- 
perty  diminiflud,    the  right  and  necc (iity  of 

.lion  were  lulpendcd. 
nee   it    is    evident,    that    the    bar 

ights  of  the  (lure,  and  lmrgefles,or,m<hort, 
the  whole  parliament,  was  a  rcprefcntatioit 
of  property.  But  the  contempt  of  every 
thing  which  had  affinity  to  the  people  was 
cxceffive  until  the  augmentation  of  th 
proper:  c  from  commerce.  For  before 

the   admiffion  of  the   burgciTes  to    parlia- 
fhent,   the  barons  and  knights  of  the  (hire 
in  one  room,   but  the   deputies  from  the 
trading  places  never. 

Parliament,  however,  is  of  a  different  tex- 
ture to-day,  to  that  when  policy  or  humani- 
ty induced  Henry  VII.  to  render  the  lower 
clafles  of  people  lefs  dependant  upon  the  rich 
and  powerful.  This  protection  of  the  in- 
ferior ranks  of  fubjec~ts  produced,  as  a  na- 
tural coiikijueiice,  a  greater  freedom  and  in- 

pendency  in  the  lower  houfe  of  parliament : 
for  Sii  Thomas  More  oppoied  a  fubfidy  with 

iuccefs 
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•els  iii  the  lall  \t-ar  of  t!  /'s  rcit 

:>O- 

iition  to  a  n;e;ilurc  of'  the  d  n- 

I  — Honourable 

Da/nes  Harrington's  Annotations  on  Ancient 
;ftcs,f>.  417  <///./ 4 19. 

vcr,  the  noii-ini|>ortancc  of  the 
nmon^,  cs,  continued 

in  t  -gn.     ( 

in  her  for  Plinr  I  hi  re,   having 

in  the 
tin  ' 

the-'         ariestobeirapriibned  fnuml, 

1  with  hrci^  '.  ch 

:uied  till  li.  rleafcd  by 

a  \\  :eout  of  the  Kxchcquer,  as 

being  one  of  the  king's  colltelors,  but  not  as 

12:  a  m  ;  for  that  af- 

in  thol  -:tes 

at  large,  4  /  .  8. 

'ie  time  oi' 

li,  tlu-  Houfe  of  Commons  1  groat 

in  to  imp«  :1,  the 

limandcd  the 
ads  of  a  bill  even 
i  the  I  :\\  fcemcd  to 

.it  the  i  . .  — 4*  "1  i    > 

ou  And 

D 
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in  i 

\\ : 

nemo  auJcat  difputare — Nobody  dares  diij 

'ion 
ndal  !»;. 

Vice  Chamberlain,  was  imp! 
for  ould  Iv. 

till  th.  1  ioufe  oi'C 

1   petit  . — See  fownf- 

htnd's  ColUffions,  D*Eivis  Abi 
Tucker  on 

Surely  thefc  hift«  incc 

the  reader  that  the  liberty  of  the  Tub; 
inci  vith  his  prr.p-  ;ty. 

fore  I  difmils  this  point  relative  to  c 
merce,  whence  property  grew  and  \\ 
liberty  flourifted,  it  may  be  necefTary  tu 

ig  on  the  balance  of  ti  !  ihall, 

however,  be  concife  on  this   iubjeft  at  j 

v  to  m< 

tions  which  I  hope  at  a  future  moment  to 
be  able  to  fore  the  public,  on  the  clif- 

ferc  ceconor 

' 

:ie  js  more  intricite  or  n 
tu  'a ;  ltd  .  -slid 

4  dif- 
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I  .      mode 

cd   hy 
:  t!i   .md   others,  a, 

vife  tv-  in  the  trade 

r    Hi  it  The  r.Iheiics    I 

fiance,  -i\e  an  i;  .         1  con- 

ftitute  .lie 

with 

lift 
us  ;  I  in  the 

ur  nati  ;>u- 

.jc,    roufm^;  :uul    itinini 

lttdu(b 

,iable  in  t!  ^al 

lid  K'.n  .  or 

\c  firft  water. 
There  -nd   fu; 

if  commerce  may 
be  inrd.     rrhe  pro. 

tenlive  commcrc  !  minute 

for.  ntcred 

in  Mr.  Irving,   t:  j>eclor  Gcneni 

at  great  comn  lu- 

D  2  mi. 


j5  A  S  u  *  the 

minarv  we  :irc    indebted    1  ;rue 

:itcd  liihi'vi.       I  !, 
been  guid 

bout  ci 

in:  ',    \\  Inch  was 

•ny  inquiry,  1  lhall 
.it. 

Tl  -nerce  of  i  798,  according  to  the 

. 

Itom  I  loufc,   amounted    to  ab< 
t  calculating 

one  hund;  wasyi//;- 

teen  millions  two  hundred  and Jlx  thoufamfj 
'drcd  and  *  pounds  in   our  favour; 

.    <  ho  \sas  a 

commercial  v,  ;"  character  and  note,  the 

balance  oi  i  not,  according  to  hi; 

th   a  (Ingle  fhilling   for  almoft  a 
hundred  years.     It  may  be  nccd]ary  to  \ 
mark  here,  that  in  general,  v,  hen  we   in- 
quire into  the  balance  of  trade,  the  impo 
fhould  1  into  two  clafles,  namely, 

raw  materials  for   the  employment  of  our 
le  ;    and    taxable   objects   for  the 
purpofe  of  raifing  revenue.     This  balam 
however,  of  above  fourteen  millions  in  our 

favour 
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c  of  t! 

Oil.  of   the  Of 

:i  augment   t: 

c  laft  )  c 

ale  in  our 
vir. 

I  ^reat  qncf 

of  commerce, 

our  interefts  a 
that  no   t  cr  loll 

and  that  no 
;Ie, 

,-s  not  (ecurc  or  increalc  diligence 

ar  be- 
or 

in    prc\  .1   from  being 

:i(lui>rious  no  li:; 

indult!  will  necell.  produce  h:pe- 

;>ital,    chcapncfs,  cuftom    aiul 
rici  :u)ut     induilr;. 

kc  nati 
furcs,  and 

,    but   all  t  ill 

ke  poo:  :i  will  !>r  made  j">or 

receives   the  pluiuL-r;    bot  :io 

jnt 
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;ircnt  wealth  ,  and   by 

;x>vcrty   which   it   fnflfc     on    its 

-  ,.  .    i  the  tati  H  il 

of. 

of  .  "dc  it  (IvuiM  he   im- 

pn        | 

may  benefit  by  the   rotations   of 
d    mduftry.      Cold  ;n,d   liiver  arc 
riches  in  app<  ,  hut  may  '  i-rty  in 

;  and  if  gotten  In  id'n-nd's  tlicy  are 
the  fource  of  ruin  ;  hut  if  hy  induftry,  they 
are  th.  t  of  bleffings.  The  merchant 

iiv  1)\  a  balance  of  pounds, 
(hillings,  .  ;ice  in  favour  of  a   nation; 

but  a  judicious    ftatclinan  looks  to    the  ac- 
count of  men,  women,  and  children,    cm- 
ed,  and    not    empkr  This    is  the 

grc  'a;d   \\hcrchv  \\  e   maydiico\cr   a 

or  unprofitable  trade,  namely,  the 
balance  of'mdujlry ;  and  ib  long  as  that  exifts  we 
•.:d  not  fear  Mr.  1  lum- -\  lpecul.ui\e  tncory 
ofi  jKatiu'U  On  the  contrary, 

'1   the  greater 

ce  of  induftry  which  it  brings,  the 
more  fta!  1   more  ftrong  is  the  com- 

mci 

It 
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I*  >les  that  we  behold  to 

nutation  of  Britain's  ftrcngth* 

Great  and  unn\  ailed  in  I.  ,    flic 

H  triumphant  I  arms.      I  am  not  pro- 

-jr    a  panegyric  of  proud  ,   but 

one  built  upon  j  I  fubmit 

low  fu: 

"taut    i 
ith  thv 

!i   the  conlkierati> 

work  ic  of 

popular 

tc  rxlium 
on  luulirs  and  individuals  ot"  i(<-it-r\  :    <  I 

t>9c  been  l 

aren  to  errors  ii,  .      I  : ;   .11  de- 

-.  en  into 
that  jx^jmlar  queftion  of  the  colonial  1;  rtem. 

principles  of  nati< 
h  either   the  extending  of 
the  aU>lirion  of  th<  lvl>cm^,  ihoulcl 

,llU)(L-  ' 

narrow  limits  lure  will  allow.  Not,  how- 
meafure,  whether  it  he  jx>pular 

or  unj^opul.  ;ed  in  weight  01  credit 

I  have  d  n  om  a  great  and 

1 )  4  honcft 


40  A  SURVEY  of  tbt 

.  :fi  man,  obferva^ 

lion,  and  the  experience  of  numerous  years, 
he  hardly  ever  knew  an  unpopular  nuaiurc 

one  to 
be   truly  falutary.      v  i  Tuck 

!'okd     the     WjU 

gc<  akmg  of  turnpike    roads,    the 

uic  waggons,    the    incloiing 

i  improving  of  lands,  the  fieedom  of  trade 
in  ,  es,  the  abridgment  of  la- 

bour by  machines  in  manufactures,  the  ad- 
mi  ffion   of   induftrious  t  is,    nav,  the 
acl  for  prul-rving  public  coins  and  their  o\\  a 
propci '                        emcnt  and  adulteration. 
The  uninformed  multitude    have  been  long 
the  viclims  of  impoftors,  who  mifguide  them 
their  prejudices,   and  delude   them  into 
hu,              |          tlu\  !)laij)hcmoufly  term  the 
vox  Dei,  while  they  are   facrificing  them  as 
dupes  to  their  knavery  and  low  ambition. 

Anotherfubjecl  intimately  eonnecled  with 
commerce,  and  which  has  given  birth  to 
much  fpeculati*  the  navigation  a6h 

Like  .all  human  inftitutions  it  has  imper- 
ledions.  But  fliould  the  texture  of  a  fine  filk 
flocking  be  destroyed  in  order  to  rernove  fome 

coarfe 
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coaii  1  *  do  we  owe 

we  owe  our   n  r<>  our  navigation  aft, 

great  :  .c  rcfults  of  a  mcafurc, 

,  un- 
der Crumudl  ;    and  AJ 

not  of  national  grcatnete,  under 
Cli 
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C  I!    \  \\      II. 

lory  and  Progrcfs  of  R 


T.  arofe    from  certain 
I  in  ro:  of  about   live  per 

cent,  ail  valorem  laid  on  all   imports  and  ex- 
ports, folely  by  virtue  of  the  royal  prerogative. 
This  was    the  uni\  trial   practice   of  every 
(ice,  and  hence  thole  duties  or  cujlomary 
nts  were   called  cuftoms,    the    place 
they  were  paid  was  called  the  cujlom 
kouj'c,  and   the  officers,  who  collefted  them, 
cujlom  houfe  officers.     The  fubjcdts  however 
gradually  gained  more  liberty,   fo  that   the 
duties   which   were    folely    impoltd   before 
by  royal  prerogative  ',  i\ferc  afterwards  laid  oa 
by  ads  of  the  whole  Icgiflature. 

Notwithfhnding  this  change  of  authority, 

re  was  little  alteration  in  the  fyftem  of  taxa- 

tion.     For  in  thofedii  >mmercial  blind- 

'^  exports  as  well  as  imports  paid  a  duty  of 

about  f:  .  •'//,  and  continued 

fo 
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II. 
rs  of  conn 

them 

percent.  (he 

i  good  Qua  c  go/- 

epoch of  mono* 

1*1 

the   fir  ft  prince  who 
it  was 

i  to  the  -  that  great 

ami  lpole(whorn 

J) 

general  and 

.  m  of  taxation  :    iur    by  one 
•ut  one  hu:  -:ix 

:  ly  on  r^rjj  materials 
coming  in, 

;  out. 

jfc  ob- 

ftn:  :id  of  placing  the  arti- 

:icrc   they    fhould  beget  a 

::ncl  frugality,  which  c 
D  6  courage 
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courage  trade,  may  !  in   the  rela- 

•  abilities  of  the   nat  1    \vitli 

.;t  and  pad  tin 

William  amount- 
to  above  four  millions  ; 
of  Queen  Anne,  to  ab» 
(here   the    incrcalc  from   the  preceding 
reign  is  about  one  million)  ; 
of  George  I.  :          millions  and  a  quarter 

e  two  millions); 

of  George  II.  eleven  millions  and  three 

quarters  (incrcafe  from  the  reign  of  Anne 

of  fix  mi!  :id  three  quarters); 

of  George   III.    fifty-fix    millions,    fcvcn 

hundred  and  fixty-cight  >  en 

hundred  and  one  pounds  *  :  hncrcafe  of 

n-c   fifty-one  millions  fince  the  time 

of  Anne)  :    fo  much  has  the   faculty  of 

the  nation  augmented  through  our  com* 

rnerce,  opulence,  and  profperity. 

I  am  aware,   however,  of  a  reply  which 
m:r  ,ir  formidable,  namely,  that  we  arc 

unable  to  fupport  thcfc  r  millions.    In 

«  Including  the  loan  of  £.  17,915,6 

anfwering 
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m- 

• 

!       i  in  | A.  Invt 

,ra- 

\ 

the 
burden*  c>:  . 

1 
. 

nhighc 
I 

our  bv, 

cS. 

clear  up  this  ;  j.ut  it  iK^ond 

;!>r,  let  us  turn 

w- 

i .   i 

.litom-! 
of  foreign  prcxlucc,  i  iu- 

luxuri 

The 
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3.  The  cxcilr  »f  home   con- 
fumption,  under  likc- 

1. 

4.  The  new  duties  on  coaches,  carriages, 
horlcs,  iervan  I  mon,:l-bc:ir- 
ings,  income  tax, 

5.  The  ftamp  duties,  which  of  late   fa 
been  Ib  extended,   as  to  comprclu  \  all 
variety  of  articles. 

6.  The  tax  fi-  ;<e   portage  of 
jrs. 

The  poor-tax  in  its  different  branches. 

Now,    let    any     one     ferioufly    c 
which  of  thefe,   and  whether  any  ot  tlu 
do  really  fall  on  the  lal 

land   to   any    coniulerable   degree,  unleis  it 
be  their  own  fault  ?  And  v  _ :  eat 

ity  of  the  Englifh  nation  ha  juft 

cauie  to  con.]  n  that  account  ? 

ift.   As    to     the    land-tax,    and    tl.nt    on 

/I    \MIK!()\\S,    not   (.:dy  the   menial 

fervanto  (•',    hoih  kxc^,  but  al!t)  the  journey- 

rru  i    jounv  tliKui^hout    the 

kingdom,  the  low  mechanics,  tin  ;ncn 

and  failor       •  lal'-  /IT  CTS, 

are  almoft  univci  ially  cxcuied.     I  do  not 

4  ter 
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the  al: 
• 

s  clmis 
;n  paying  *  tliis  to  be 

arc  c 
1    ; 

ufe 

:s   a  connivance  almoft 

the  duties  on   the    i  .'ion 

,  or  lr 

^>pc  I  i  .cef 

of   pc  jul 

:  food,  cle- 

,     (the 

\\  irliout  \ 

of  any 
any  of 

them  v  i   kich 

C!CL  ,  or  luxiiiv  are  brought  tVom 

prodig.  c    to  bl.:mc    but 

3.    1  he    i  :   to  be 

!  here  it  muft  be  con 

that  in  a  few  iniV  .all 

degree, 
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rcc,  even  the  frugal  in  the  lower 

ma  .        '  i    malt,    hops 

-Jcr,  alii)  DC  '.d  leatl: 

with  t  lalt,   niui:  the  moft 

.ong    them    in    fi)inc    imall 

|x>rtiorK     But  tent 

\\  ith  a  moderate  quantity  of  cycler,   or  one* 

the  ot: 
hand,    i 

that  thefe  iv) 

could  eflTentially   hurt  or  ii  illi   them. 

to  the  heavy  tax  on  fpirituous   liquo: 
i  is  fo  far  from   being  a  real  grievance^ 
i  were  it  fo  high,  as  to  amount  to  an  ah* 
:-n>hihiti(  n   (if  that  were  '!>le)  it 

tiie  greateft  blcfling  which   could 
befai  the  common  people. 

cw    duties  laid  on  coaches, 
.   male  fervants,   fine  h;i 
armorial   bearings,   income   tax,    &.\\   thefc 
furely  do  not  affect  the  labouring  poor  :    t 

re  exempted  bv  their  very  condition 
fron.  g  any  of  thefe  taxes. 

5.  The  like  obfcrvations  may  extend  to 
the  ftamp  dv.ti^s  in  all  their  branches.  In- 
deed, :  .orant  populace  will  buy 

IK"'  !S 
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;>crsf  and  commence  j  ,  they 

they  ou^ht  to  pay 

the    portage    of    let 
11\  aiit  even 

jr   it   did,  the  port 

than  any  other  mode  of  convcya  .at  it 

rannot  be  made  a  matter  of  compla 

Lai  to  the  the  n  ncc 

of  the  |xx>r,    hurdenfomc  as   it  is   here  in 
and,  this   tails  altogether  on  the  mid- 
dling and   higher  ranks  in  lock"  i  not 
on  the  lowcft,  or  the  mcaneft. 

Upon   the   whole,  it   c\id  ippcars, 

even   from   this   brief  furvey,   that  the  ma- 

of  the  EngliuS  ,   (that 

and  fervants,  low  mechanics,  jour- 

neymen,    fifhcrmen,     and    iailors,    da 
bourcrs,  and  all  kinds  of  cottagers,  with  t 
numerous  families)  are  not  heavily  or  op- 
Ay  taxc 

ire  the  proofs  of  the  profperity  of 

D.      I'lie  i\rL  icncc  of 

!i  have  enable  iiout 

the  people,  fi:  >  per 

before  the  acccilion  of  the 

L  houlc 
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commercial 
ty  of  the 

cut  in  five  millions  per  ann. 

ftronger  proof  can  .;:ced,  that 

well-regulated  taxation  invigorates  a  nation. 

ihoulcl  be  io  directed  it 

againft  idlenels  and 

objcft  be  t  it   drones   into    1        .    ;:nd 

. "i-om  degenerating  int  .cs. 

v    be  made  to   turn    the  -ns 

1    ielf-love    of  man,    into    the    channel 

of  public  good.     The  beft  taxes  are  thofe 

on   articles  of  confumption  ;    amidft  which, 

tho  luxuries  are  the  leaft  felt  by  t 

j)eo]ile,  and  are  voluntary  even  for  the  great, 

choofe    I) 

bri,:    .       :  hurtful  fhould  he   icndcrcd 

dear,  and  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
multitude  ;  and  things  neccfiary  and  ufeful 
he  encouraged.  Thofe  on  poffeffions  are  le- 

1  with  leaft  expence  ;  but  arhitran 
are  deftru         .       •  a  ion  \ 

management,   are   worfe   than     the  burden 

.ich   they  impoie.      \  the  public 

under  Conftantine  ground  and  opprefi 
people,  they  rejoiced  to  take  refuge  un 

2  the 
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the  conquering  arm,  of  the  l>;u  .rid 

gatherers  in   I  icczcd  tlv 

>k  ph. 

acccl 

iplcs    of   tax  cr, 

ilood  as  a 

. 

!  therein  distribute  amongft 

iiilc  it  fior  icr 

where  the 

rry  witii    tears    and    poverty,    t. 
js  of  the  fwcat  of  their    ! 

\  II. 
illl-cl  t 

ur     of 
and  pi: 

iilorians,    that    Pr.i! 
m   the 

lure    than    c\ 
• 

iat 
their 


51  -</  SURVEY   of  the 

their  trcafurc  amounted  to  above  one  hun- 
dred and  ;  -<>nc  millions. 

The  revenues  of  Great  Britain  may  be  pro- 
perly confidercd,  at  this  moment,  as  a 
branch  of  circulation  ;  which  fupports  and 
ftrengthcns  the  whole  political  body.  That 

inch,  however,  muft  he  proportioned  in 
fize,  to  the  amourt  of  the  whole  annual  in- 
con. i  :uid  the  amount  of  population.  .Be- 
caufc  thus  we  fhall  afcertain  that  compe- 
tency, which  muft  be  left  behind  to  carry 
on  labour,  and  encourage  induftry  forward. 
Land,  trade,  and  manufactures,  are  the  three 
feet  upon  which  the  exchequer  and  the  na- 
tion ftand. 

If  the  land  be  too  highly  taxed,  it  brings 
poverty  on  the  gentry,  hinders  the  poor 
from  beingemployed,  hurts  home  confump- 
tion,  and  interrupts  foreign  commerce. 

If  trade  be  too  much  burdened  with  im- 
pofitions,  the  great  portion  of  ftock  which 
muft  be  given  to  pay  cuftoms,  will  clog 
trade,  difhcarten  the  merchant,  and  enable 
our  rivals  to  undcrfell  us. 

If  excifes  be  laid  too  heavily,  it  will  fall 

upou 
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li  and  pn-;i:d..e  the  manufactures, 
the  l>od\  of  the  people  lubliits. 
It  cr  be  t  n  rep  that 

*«V  .dry  and  t 

cs  a  circulation  of  labour,   enriches  a 

nti  v  ;  vhich  checks  induf- 

labour,  ncccflTarily  impovcrirtics 

the  country    in  the  fame  proportion.     This 

true  touchftonc  for  difcovcring   t 
it  or  demerit  c 

r,  our  modern  (yftcm  of  finance 

lias  deprived    taxation  of  its  milchief,  and 

prcfervcs  its  good.     It   i^  no  longer  the  in- 

.ment  of  oppreflion,   but  o:  tion  ; 

!  the   wonderful  increafe  of  tin  :U 

ing  jx)wcr,  and  the  daily  augmentation  of 

:>port  this  increafe,  prelei 
us    \vith     a   juft    and    unerring    ftandard, 
\\  hcr^bv  \vc  may  cftimate  the  paft  and  the 

re  ot  this  nation. 

The  application  of  thofc  revenues,  is  to 
the  annual  charges  of  adminiftcring 
itncnt ;  and  the  annual  interefton 
loans  due  to  the  creditors  of  government. 

ids  of  expenditure  in  the 

,   and  naval  branches,  as  well 

£3  as 
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Annual  amount,  arc  laid  yearly  IK 
parliam  ed  no  reprtition  : 

ihall  therefore  only  invefliirate  the  progrefs 
of  our  debt,  and  the  nit  ans  of  its  liquidation. 


PROGRESS  ANI  I)EBTOF 

(iREAT  UIIITA: 

i  in  i68R:  \ 
1697,  iv  of  1\  £. 

21,515,742 

r    began    1702,   and  debts 
-c  fomevvhat  augment 

Wa:  1  i  704,  by  the  treaty 

of  Utrecht,  and  debts  were       53,681,076 

IT  began  1 718,  and  ended 
1719,  by  forcing  Spain  in- 
to the  quadruple  alliai. 

:ch,    together   with   the 

•lie    tranlactions    of  the 

th  Sea  Fund,  increafed 
the  debt,  in  1722,  to  -  -  55,282,978 

The 


Strength  and  OpHltnce  of  Great  Britam.       5  5 

; 
by 

^9> 

-      -      -      -     46,0 
^S,  !)\  the  ' 

93,313 

e, 

-89,673 

ity 
rert     -    122,603, 

!  \aluc 
brought   i: 

count,  in  ^1- 

c  debts 
amount,  in  i  764,  to       -      -    146,816,182 


r  begai  .o 

ere      -     -   129,146. 

. 

•  lid    not  reach    ti 

ount  till  1786,  when 

dc!  ..... 


£4  I  now 
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I  now  come  to  the  period  of  the  com- 
mencement of  tli  nt  \\ar,  and  (hall 
ftate  the  total  amount  of  the  national  debt, 
as  it  flood  the  5th  of  January  in  the  follow- 
ing years;  and  next  the  total  annual  charges 
on  the  fame  debt,  for  interei},  annuities, 
management,  and  fums  appropriated  to 
the  redemption  of  the  debt.  This  ftatemcnt 
is  extra&ed  out  of  documents,  ordered  to  be 
printed  id  Aprll^  1800,  figned  by  Mr. 
Fifhcr  and  by  Mr.  Ir\ 


Yean  ending 
5th  January. 

Total  Amount  of 
National  Debt. 

Total  Annual 
Charge. 

£ 

E 

1793   - 

238,2.51,257 

io,332,4j5 

i794   . 

244,481,257 

10,584,442 

'7*5   - 

260,157,782 

11,356,576 

1796   . 

285,767,679 

I2»582»X35 

•797     - 

327,071,378 

H,429»798 

1798     . 

397,084,046 

17,796,476 

1799     - 

431,084,046 

19,054,301 

1800     - 

463,833,290 

20,186,507 

It 


Strtngtb  and  Opuler.u  of  Crtat  Britain.       57 

It  jjjj.  Mr. 

Irvi:  allowing  :  able 

to  the    red  Aim 

(yO  >^9o)  of  the  ,  the 

total  am  icntdcbt  of  Great 

:,  on  the  jth  of 
,  1800,  at  about  t.  mdrcd   and 

,61,569,60 

annual  ,  icvcnt 

,249,326). 

annual    charges  would, 
:ive  been  but  about  fourteen 
lions  (£.  1 4*330,609),  had  the  commifiioncrs 

1  debt,  transferred 

the  capital  liock  purchafed  by  them,  on  the 
5th  of  Januarv,  1800,  and  ceafed  to  apply 
any  further  lums  to  that  purpofr. 

Since  therefore  the  annual  charges   r 
appear,  according  :  living,  to  be  about 

FOURTI:  ;  it  may  be  ctory 

1  ib  the  real  amount  of  the 
whole  national  del 

It  has  been  ftatcd  the  5th  of  January,  i  8oof 

ng,    to  amount  to  about  three 

hundu-d  and  lixtv-onc  millions  and  an  half. 

N  the  nominal  value;    and  if  the 

tion 
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\  were  to  discharge  it  b;  purch;; 

75  percent,    which 

than  its  pick  lit  price,  it  would 

:.HMlt     t<)     ai)0llt    TWO    lit   N!)Hi:i)    AM) 

VF  ;o\s    (.  ,000). 

llCREALDEBT  in; 

but  I  (hall    add,  it  is  ;/>>/  the  permanent  & 
nor  arc  the  annual  charges  of  fourteen  r 

[£.  1 4,330,6o9),as  (latcd  alx  >\  c-.  perma- 
nent charges,      ift.  1 
in  a  courie  or  and  therefore  is  but 

\'crea/ing    annuitv,    which  will  cca; 
gether  at  a  time  that  pon  the  price 

of  the  public  flocks.  The  finking  fund  ap- 
plicable to  the  reduction,  amounted,  on  the 
5th  of  January,  1800,  to  four  millions 

and  an  half  (£.4,510,281),    which  will 

1    by  the  i:!  cry 

;ms  progrcfliv 

2d.   The  annual  charges   on  the  nati< 
not  ie,  in  the  \  i  i, 

es  will  ceafe  to  the  amount  of £.200,000 
per  ann.  and  fo  on  progrcfi'ivcly  eac' 

Let  us  now  inveftignte  the  flatc  of  our 

cS. 

NET 
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IIODUCE  OF  PERMANENT  TAXES. 

10,194,250 
,  1786,  lie 

js  of  t  can 

-     -     -      -          938,000 


.-•/  in    1 799,  pro- 
-     -      -  -      1 4.5;- 4,300 

i/nfro-. 
of  £.3,442,050. 

c     i  79  j,    amounted,    in 

7,272,043 


£.11,846,343 

But  it   appears  that  the  grofe 
s  of  pe: 
:terdetl 

aount- 

ed,  .M;,  to   -     -     -     -  ,000 

Acx  .imittcc 

of 
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of  the  Ho  is, 

in  1/91,  ircd  that 

the  peace    eftabliflunent 

amounted  to  nearly  lixu< 

.15,969,178). 

Ami  in  1799  it  apjKa:t  <1  tiiat 
the  future  peace  eflablijliment 
might  be  taken  at  above  £. 

tucnty-four  millions     -     -     24,723,04 
Confequently  we  fee  above,  in 
the  permanent  revenues,  an 
ample  refource  for  the  peace 
cflablilhment,  as   taken    by 
the  I  loufe  of  Commons,  in 
,9.     But  further,    what 
our  revenues  at  this  mo- 
ment?  including  the  loan* 
they  amount  to         -     -     -     56,768,701 
Confequently fuch  gigantic  ftrength  as  n,a- 
nifcfis  itfelf  here,   will  difrcgard  the  wt 
of  the  peace  eftablilhmcnt.     For  it  has  i 
clearly  fhewn,  by  a  brief  furvey  of  the  taxes 
themfelves,  that,  in  order  to   raife  the  vaft 
lupplics  of  this  moment,  there  is  no  preflure 

•  Without  the  loan,  £-38,853,024. 

of 
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• 
the  i  Upon  this  al! 

cr,  ha\ 
initnc: 

put  i  the 

a  great 
lit  \vil: 

iting 

thcii  their  lure  and  ac- 

cumulating deftruv  iouscgotilm 

prompts  rm  :iink  for 

>  for 

turc  to  hazard 
or  ri: 

from  the  af 

the    year.  1    !>enc- 

fit    from    it  .isfficient   to 

c  policy  of  the  principle,  and   the 

the  fum 

what 

!>lcd  the 

miniftcr  from  executing  the  plan  to  its  full 

. 
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extent.     lie  therefore  declined  to  peik\ 
in  doing  what  he  juftly  thought  might  h.; 
been  done. 

I  (hall  beg  leave  to  remark,  that    l,\  nui- 
the  fuppl:  iin  the  year,  this  iyfl 

i.rotedt  ourfelves  but   to 
i  icre   would   have 

them,  inilead  of  dent   and  de- 
fpondi  :i  inheritance  of  eafc  and  in 

luablc  lihc: 

The  old  linking  fund,  eftablifhed  l)efore 
the  war,  will  attain  its  highclt  degree  (four 
millions  per  ann.}  in  1811  ;  when  taxes  to 
the  amount  of  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
will  immediately  ceafe ;  and  the  whole  old 
debt  be  diicharged  in  about  thirty 
(taken  at  75  per  cent.) 

Likewife  the  new  finking  fund,  efta- 
bli(hed  to  liquidate  the  debts  of  the  prcient 
war,  would  have  redeemed  the  whole  of  them 

a  period  of  bt:  ur  and  forty- 

five  years  from  the  time  of  their  bein 
tilled. 

Thus 
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,1  of  being 

Hit  (>f   ' 

' 

been 

light  have 

,   would  have 

1  to  tlu  int  of  the 

iii)  ild   he  finally 

'.ou Id  we  be 

ahlc  t«  in  the  mean  time:   1 

(hall  anlucr  that  <jiu  ttion   hy  replying,  tl 
the 

A-h  is  to  be  e(li  hy 

her  refourccs. 

I  l!  ore   co:  the  increaj 

1    t'nt-   increafe  of  her  d 
is  WAR,  and  thus  we  (hall  fee  if 

is  kept  i  her  hurd 

I  fliall  r  her  (late,  at  the  cK 

4  uncloggecl  \N  ith 

:   her   i\  d, 

r  ; 
i  thus  we  \. 

L  S  Durable 
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arable  balance  of  condition,  in 
or  the  |  times. 

lil  comparative  view  was  ink-nek 
embrace  a  cent   •  \ ,  1  1, .1 . 

iod  of  i79>;.      I  lad    1 
j»  to  thi  nt,  thev  would 

be  conl:  ,  and  I 

ii  of  the 

dedr.  national  debt 

1  of  the  ]>r 
,  1800,  to  about  t:  ,:ch  I 

:>t  of   i  798  : 
the  branch  of  opu! 

to  the  debt,  namely,  comrcu- 
domeftic  trade, -has  au^mcntc-d  coniklc: 

The  reader,   therefore,   will    be  io 
as   to  hear  this  in  mind,  that   if  the 
reafoninj  \\ 
thismoment,theconclufions  would  h;: 

more  ftrong.     And  he  will 

'  ,  that  I 

recur  to  only  ifmgle  bran 

/icr  to  ice  our  .ate, 

asto 

« 
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war,  and  at  the   beginning  and  clofe  of  this 
century.     Id  ic  amount  of 

uncs,  can:. 
fanning   I  ,    .      I     1: 

me,  ii.  '  of 

all  icr  numerous  !>ranch  :fh 

.lence,  -s  the   improved   faailty  of 

tin 

fourccs   be  cc>:  ncccffitics  it 

adequate  to  the  1  infinitely 

re  adtv  pe- 

riod or  -ifon  heretofore, 

'ing   (hall   he  a  fh 

Aat  u  official 

:   therefore  I    hope  as  the   c\ 

.itrovertible,  fo  will 
the  t  ions. 
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CHAP.    III. 


Financial  State  of  Great   "Britain  : 

Or  its  Refources  compared  with  its  Ne- 
ceffities  before  and  fince  the  prefent  War^ 
and  before  and  fince  the  AcceJJion  of  the 
Houfe  of  Hanover  y  according  to  OFFICIAL 
AUTHORITIES. 


FOREIGN  TRADE. 

THE  annual  average  value 
of    our    Imports    during 

rs,  from  1785  to  £. 

1791  inclufivc,  amounts  to     17,740,000 
Ditto  from  1792   to  1798  i(i- 

clufive     -     -     -     .     .     .     21,970,000 

There* 
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Therefore  there  is  an   animal 
cfs  in  t 

of     -------  30,000 

The  amir 

our    Expottt   dui 

na   178  791 

•  >    -    -     18,416,000 
Ditto   from  r  1798   in- 

io,oco 

orcforc  there  is  an  anm. 

the     bit 
f   ------  yJ-9,094,000 

Co:  ..'iiui:il 

:agc  clurin 
rs,  exc, 

In  imports      -     -       4,230,000 
In  CXJK  -     -        9,094,000 

creafe   of 
fortign  trade,  during  the  laft 

'     '     ' 


DOMESTIC 
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DOMESTIC  TRADE. 

According  to  Mr.  Pitt*,  and 
the  bcft  calculators  at  prc- 
fcnt,   the  ftock   or 
employed  in  domeftic  ti 
is  at  leaft  133!  per    cent. 
more  than  that  employed  in 
foreign  trade.      And  as 
the  excefs  of  that  emplo 
in    the    foreign   trade    has  £. 

amounted  annually  to         -     13,324,000 
So  the  excefs  of  that  employed 

in   :  ;ncftic  trade  (tak- 

ing thecr  t  133;  per 

cent,  more  than  that  on  the 

foreign  trade)  will  moft  fair- 

ly amount  to      -     -     -     -     3 


*  Mr.  Pitt,  on  introducing  the  income  bill,  ftatcd,  that 
the  capital  employed  in  the  foreign  trade  gave,  at  15  per 
cent,  a  taxable  income  of  12  millions,  and  the  capital  in 
the  domeftic  trade  gave,  at  15  per  cent.  28  millions; 
which  (hews  that  the  ftock  employed  in  the  latter  was  one 

I  a  tbirdy  or  133  per  cent,  more  than  that  in  the  former  : 
that  is,  the  capital  in  foreign  trade  being  80  millions,  that 
in  domeftic  is  about  i86{—  or  total  2665  millions. 

it 


Strtngtb  and  Opulence  of  Great  Britjt*.      69 

to  remark  here,  that  the 
increafe  of  one  una\<  produces    the 

of  the  other  ;   1  tcr  flov 

one  part  of  a  refcrvoir,  it   elevates  the 
whole.     Therefore, 
The  total  YEARLY  increafe  of 
capital  in   foreign    trade 

-----      13,324,000 
and  domcftic  trade  -     -     - 


ic  laft    7 
years  amounts  to     -     -     -     44»4!3»333 

In  order  to  make  this  calculation   Ihort, 

I  have  viewed  fcvc  >  at  once  through 

.     But  r  to  know  the  total 

afe  of  ftock  or  capital   in  the  nation, 

liole  period  of  the  laft  fevcn 

ve  arc   to   multiply    by   fcven    this 

icomc  of    -     ---     44,413,333 

_  '  7 

^•3^893,331 

The  nation  therefore  appears,  by  the  uu- 

crring  evidence  of  figures,  and  according  to 

unqucflionablc   authority,  to    have    grown 

in  ftock  or  capital  by  above  three  hun- 

F  3 
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million  ,  during  the  laft 

fcveil   years,  than   during  any  other    lc\ 
:iy  preceding  period  of  time. 

The  great  queftiou  that  follows  is,  what 
debts  has  th<  .\  incu;  iring  that 

peri- 

According  to  Mr,  Rofe  *,  the  money 
borrowed  during  this  war  amounts  to 
£.  1  17,654,225  ;  and  the  intcrcft,  and  total 
annual  charge  of  this  debt,  cofts  the  nation 


In  order  therefore  to  afcertain  how  ftand 
the  finances  or  relative  wealth  of  this  na- 
tion before  the  \v:.r  and  at  prefent,  we  are 
to  ccniider  its  lofs  and  gain  in  two  manners  : 
Firft,  as  to  the  entire  capital  or  grofs  mcreafe 
by  commerce,  and  grofs  dtcreaft  by  debt. 
Next,  as  to  the  annual  operation  or  yearly 
increafe  by  commerce,  and  yearly  decreafc 
by  charges  of  debt. 

•  Brief  Examination. 

t  A".  B.  The  fum  of  £.  1,740,710.  per  ann.  of  the 
above  annual  charge,  is  fgr  the  gradual  diminution  of  the 
national  debt. 

j.  CAPITAL, 
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I.  CAPITAL,  or  Com- 

rce,  ar 

The  groli  ftock  or  entire  <, 
(I  by  the  inert 
of  (i  laft 

n  year  ,  as  be-  £. 

fore  ftatcd,  to     -     -     -     -  310,893,331 
The  grofs  ftock  or  entire  fum 
ed,    \shu-ii     fsmcd 
the  dfht    of  \v  ar  during  the 

nc  period,  amounts  to    -  1 17,654,225 

Co:  ^rc  the  latter 

to    1  m    the 

ncr,  the   national    ftock 

Would  (till  i  increafed 

plus,  over  the  whole  ci 
of  war J\  193,239,106 

\NNUAL  OPERATION,  o:          /  profits 
by  Commerce,  and  yearly  c  s  of 

OKI; 

Th  |    he   \icwcd   in  two  manii 

according  to  the  applications  of  the  floe 
follows : 

i.   If  t  ..Hint  of  incrcaic 

commerce,     which    is 

3I>   bc   calcu" 

F  4  lateJ 
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latcd  at  common  intcrcft  of 

£• 

nually  15,544,666 

Deduft  from  this   the  annual 

irge  of  the  debt  of  war   -       7,031,215 

Confequcntly,    the    profits    of 

the  iiu  national  flock 

c  an  annual  furplus  over 

the  charges  of  the  debt  of 

war  - £-7>6ll>45* 

The  other  view  of  the   application    of 
flock   is   certainly   more  juft,   and   as 
follows : 
2.  If    we    calculate    the    in- 

creafe  of  national  flock  to 

be  partly  c:  <1  in  com- 

merce, that  portion  of  it  will 

produce  1 5  per  cent.  Taken 

at   this   rate  by   Mr.    Pitt, 

the  fum  of  2661   millions, 

produced,  according  to  his 

cftimatc,  an  annual  income 

or  intereft  through  foreign  £• 

and  domeftic  trade  of  -     -     40,000,000 

•i  »     • 

Now, 
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Brought  over    -    £.  40,000,000 

lud    from 

the     entire  ^1     of 

the    be- 

icil     li:m     of 
£•  266,500,000,  is 

ci: 

;l  him, 

J\  4  >i    is  proba- 

bly cmpl  jM'ofit- 

.'jits,  but  we  ihall 
Juct  at  oiily 
5  per  cent.      ...     -       2,219,666 

Gain,  or   total   intercft   from 

tal      -     -     -     42,219,666 
Lofs. — Dedud   from  this  the 
annual  charge  of  debt  -    -      7,931*215 

Confei]  ,    the    increafed 

il  flock  thus  an 

ual    furplus     over     the 
charges oi  IT    £.34,288,451 

Hence 
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it,    that    if   the    debt 
created  by  war  be  compared  \\  in- 

:c  of  national    ftock   created    by   com- 
merce in  the  fame  period,  there  is  an  cx- 

ilng  to  •  .omit  of  above   one  hun- 

dred and  niiKt'v-t1 

Next,  of  national  f: 

created  by  commerce  during  the  war  be  cal- 
cnhi!  .i£  a  profit  equal  to  com- 

mon intereft,  it  would  difcharge  the 
cxpences  of  the  debt  created   by  war,  and 
leave   a   preponderating   balance   of  a 
ieven  millions  per  annum. 

the  increaled  ftock  created  by 
commerce  fince  the  war,  be  employed  partly 
in  commerce,  and  the  remaiml  :lcu- 

Jatcd  as  producing  a  profit  equal  to  common 
intereft,  it  would  difcharge  the  annual 
pcnccs  of  debt  created  by  the  war,  and  leave 
an  annual  furplus  of  above  thirty-four  mil- 
lions. 

Should   any  obje&ions  be  made  to  this 
mode  of  realigning,    I    beg  it  may  be  ob- 
•  hat  lam  here  coniidering  only  na- 
tional faculty  ;    and  as  the  ftandard  for  that 
facultv,  I  take  but  the  increafc  of  national 

^  flock 
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nercc.     It  may  be  urged 
imports  Humid  not  be  con.  as  i\oc\ 

i 

>rt,  and  tin  1  retui;. 

£COUS  f<  1:11.      To  thii 
111. 
Becaufc  they  were  includt  t  piece 

>ut  com- 

bole 

,t  an 
iiliclerable  jx)rtion  itock 

.  income  from  ; 
,  tythes,  (liipping, 

furnuurc,  plate,  je  <1  of 

itnjjorts 

conftitutc  but  a  irruill  fharc  of  tlh  itock 

•reign  aiui  .3  objec- 

>re   has  no  foundation,   and 
had,   it  LoulJ  be  altogether  done  a 
confidcring  the  nature  and  com 
our  imports  in  the  balance  (>' 
the  balance  of  inclullry.      But  it  H  luili 

peat,  that  imports  are  as  fairly  included 

jing 
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in  both  a  c«  \v  of  our  refourceS 

>bje6Hon  a |  .          'fort ion, 

;>cen  urged  1o  loud  and  often,  that 

,ms  to  collecl  confidence  ;   and   in    this 

fcnfc   might    appear     U>;  midablc.       Let   us 

..inc  it. 

It  \\:\<  iid,  that  tliis  gr.  nmerce 

is  the  rcfult  of  war,  and  therefore  will  ccafe 

are  two  propofitioi 

Commerce  has  grown   hy  War;  and 
will  .  EVDC.     I  lappily,  the  rc\ 

of  both  'fertions  ieems  nearer  to  the 

truth.     For,  firft,  commerce  has  ad\anced 
,  hut  not  by  war.     If  we  confider 
European    commerce,    it  is   clear   that   the 
richer,  the  happier,  and  the  more  our  neigh- 
•8  are  at  their  cafe,  the  better  cuftomers 
they  will  be.     Unfortunately,  their  ftate  has 

different  from  this,  and  tl 
fore  I  lee  no  rcafon  why  the  defolation  of 
neighbouring  countries,  the  diminution  of 
their  population,  their  redudion  from  af- 
fluence to  n;  t,  (hould  contribute 
to  our  profpcrity.  On  the  contrary,  as  they 
get  peace,  we  (hall  get  more  of  their  cuftom. 

Again, 
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imerce,it  is 
.that  the 

our  : 

j 

on    t:  lling- 

!  the  gci 

',  the  b: 

£. 

:-------!  1,907,1  16 

i  the  j  : 

~  1 3i9l99: 

our  cuftomcrs 

our  great  commerce  is 

It   of  war,  c  will  ceafc 

,ivith  ;*'   merits  no  other  r  ar- 

But 

though    it  that  we  1; 

.ir ;   it 
!  on,   in   t!.     I 

ae  peac  .      L,  t  us  fift 

Our   tradr  confilN 
articles,     \\itli  rcfpcfl  t 

things  of  great  \\ 

to 
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to  be  confide  ml,   mmu-ly,   ikill  and  capital; 
i)\  tlie  full,   our  manufactures  are  the  beft ; 
icfecond,  our  credit  is  the longeft. 

r    opt  ration  of  this   fupcrior  (kill 
e   have  been  enabled  to  un- 
clcrfell  our  be- 

fore the  War* ;  that  as  neither 

our  ikill  n<  liminiflied  iince  the 

war,  nor  theirs  inc:  ihcrc  is  little  danger 

of  that  part  of  the  trade  ceafing  on  pea 

\o-.v  with  rcfpcft  to  foreign  goods,  fuch 
has  been  the  progreflive  improvement  in 
our  colonies,  that  we  cannot  only  afford 
their  produce  cheaper  than  the  other  Euro- 
:tions  which  formerly  underiold  us, 
the  quality  of  the  articles  being  a  confidera- 
tion  in  the  price,  but  we  fliall  have,  after 

fupplying, 

•  Previous  to  the  Revolution,  there  was  nn  experiment 
made  at  the  famous  cloth  manufa&ory  of  Sedan  in  France, 
by  the  order  of  government,  to  try  to  equr.1  t! 
kerfcymeres.      French  kerf  had  been  manufac- 

and  fold  for  about  3 ;.  6  d.  per  yard ;  the  I-', 
meres  were  fcld  from  about  12;.  to  14  s.  or 

the  French  kerfcymcre  <<f  equal   quality  to  the 
;fh  was  produced,  the  manufa&urer  declared  he  muft 
have  cortfderablj  more  than  the  Englilh  price.     The  un- 
dertaking was  therefore  abandoned. 
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.£  ourfclvcs,  u  great  fupcrfluity  for 

fear  but 

tcrcft  \vill  nut-  ,>cr- 

flu  Jfcll. 

Men,  hov  \cfc 

:icdf 
that  on   a   \ 

-   rc- 
i 

:  nu  it 

the  CDiiclui  our  commerce 

docs   not  (i  <]ucfts;  and 

Vpcnd 
the  c  conqi. 

ii  to  o  'ital, 

we  arc  indebted  for  our  «.  G0J  and   of 

have  .    and   mvnt  proofiu 

>  of  foreign  goods 

decrcalc,  on  account  of  the  poverty  and  dc- 

our  cuftomers,  whc: 
ic  period,  we  behold  ;  our 

native   COOQ  1 

ilridc.      The  liritilh  mar. 

vintfd  toncail  millions 

:efe   ex|X)ii  proa 

incrcafcd,  dui: 
above  ten  millions. 

Amount 
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Amount  of  I  ifturcs         £. 

ported  1793  -     -     -     -  13,892,000 

D°  -          in  1799     *     -     -     *24,o8i,ooo 

rcafe  -  -  £ .  10,200,000 

A  ftronger  proof  cannot  be  given  of  the 
influence  of  the  (kill  and  capital  of  this 
country.  To  thcfe,  a;  alone,  we  owe 

the  increafe  of  our  navigation,  revenues,  and 
commerce   during  war  ;  which  thivc  points 
form  juft  criteria  of  Britifh  prolperity.     Let 
them. 

Firft :  The  tonnage  of  Great  Britain  was 
augmented    in    1798    fifty    thoufand    tons, 
and  in  1799  ninety  thoufand  tons. 
The  total  Britifh  tonnage  was  Ton*. 

in  1793     ------     1,490,000 

D*  -  -  -  1799       -    -     -    -     1,700,000 

Increafe  during  war  -  -  -     210,000 

Foreign  bottoms  employed    in 
the  commerce  of  Great  Bri- 
m  outwards,  or  for  export, 
J793    ------        180,000 

D°  in  1 799  ------        400,000 

Increafe  during  w;ir  -  -  -     220,000 

•  In  the  fortpoing  part  of  this  work  there  was  an  error 
in  the  ftatcmcnt,  which  makes  the  amount  of  the  Britifh  mu- 
. 23,693,85 1.  Seep.  19.  Tab.B;  Year  1799, 

tl 


?ngtb  and  Opultm*  if  Gnu  Bri.  f 1 

Tl  ficy  arc 

.e  imp 

"S. 

Ti  the 

official  rates,  has  lx 

. 

i  ;i\  era 
But  here  we  ai  t  the 

nercc  <  ri- 

.r  to 

the  ott:  JT. 

to  -          -          -          -          -  39,666,000 

D*  -  -  -         -99        -        -  62,828,000 


.create  during  \var     -     £.2  ;,  r  62,000 

'ommcrcc  end 

t>n  our  conqucfts,  nor  on  on  our 

commei  ,  the 

i    there* 

1  on  JK;UV  hv  unequal  t<-  ilic  hur- 

of  commerce 
i  hut  of  a 

G  T 
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That  the  i  might  prove  unequal  to 

an  hon  how- 

ever  may  fear,    be'  into  the 

combinations  of  \  and  commerce;  and 

he  m?  have  time  or  means  for 

fuch  an  inveftigation.  i]ut  it  is  a  private 
duty  and  a  public  fervicc,  from  the  per- 
formance of  which  no  n  i  he  dilj  >.  nled 
at  fuch  a  mo:  as  the  prcfcnt,  who  has 
time  and  means  for  fueh  an  invcftigation, 
becaufe  he  may  thus  contribute  to  the  fecu- 
rity  and  SUPPORT  of  MORAL  ORDI 

There  is  an  eafy  and  fhort  mode  of  con- 
fidei  ing  the  pofitive  and  relative  ftate  of  na- 
tions, as  to  finance,  and  which  is  applied  in 
the  cafe  of  an  individual,  by  feeing  what  he 
owes  and  what  he  is  worth.  I  ihall  endea- 
vour to  make  ufe  of  this  ftandard,  in  order 
to  (hew  litive  and  relative  ftatc  of 

this  country ;  and  (hall  follow  the  calcula- 

ns  of  other  perfons  as  well  as  of  myfclf. 
I  (hall  therefore  fir  ft  refer  to  a  computation 
of  the  public  and  private  property  of  this 
nation,  by  Mr.  1;  C. 
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\  B  L  B     C. 
K    OF    'J  TAL    OF    GREAT 

I  \  this  (ketch  in  .  Beeke 

has    ucll    oblavcd,     the    Ji-  int 

:i    iiuiullr\    h..  d    the 

• 
tl  produce 

of  thcle  lofles,  \vlu  Id 

ilt  from  the  o\  w  of  or  :il  clc- 

clion  of  the  fecurity  of  property.     Many 
•articles  therefore  luclcci  in  this 

mate,  by  M  \s  hich  are  not  con- 

tihle  into  money,  but  being  nee 

;nent  of  civil  focicty  in  its  picfcnt 
;n,  muft,  if  dcftroyed,  be  replaced  at  I 

e   Jar   beyond  what   ib    here-   allowed 
for  them. 

PRIVATE     PROPER; 
Produfihc  of  Income. 

i.  Cultivated  lands  South  Bri- 

i  £.600,000,000,  North          £. 
tain  J\  i  -: 0,000,000       -  720,000,000 

G  *  lues 
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Brought  over  -  jT.  720,000,000 

2.  Tythcs  in  South  Britain  only, 
after  deductions  for  the  p 

c  required  on  ac- 
count of  the  part  poflciVecl 
by  the  clergy  ....  75,000,000 

3.  I  loufes  not  included  in  the 

rent  ot  -     -     -     -  200,000,000 

4.  Mines,  canals,  timber,  tolls, 

&c.  &c.       -----  100,000,000 

5.  Prtl  ilue    of  income 

from  the  public  debt     -     •  300,000,000 

6.  Farming  capital,   equal  at 
prefcnt  to  not  Icfs,  on  an 

rage,  than  5  clear  rents, 
pafture  2  to  3,  arable 
5  to  7  rents       ...     -  125,000,000 
~.  Home  trade      -     -     -     -   120,000,000 
8.  Foreign  trade  and  (hipping      80,000,000 

£.  1,720,000,000 


PRIVATE    PROPERTY. 

UnproJuflive  of  Income. 

9.  Wafte  lands,  after  excluding 
all  fuch  as  are  incapable  of 
any  impn.  :  adequate 

t* 
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to  the  cxpcncc;  a  al- 

nution  of  • 

of  the  bent!  ;>af- 

ture,  t\  It    lD-,000,000  >T. 

acres       .--_-.     30,000,000 

10.  li  >K1  furniture  -      -    160,000,000 

i  i .  Plate,  jewels,  and  all  otl. 

.rti- 

clcsnot  coniidcrccl  as  hoi 

hold  furniture    -     -     -     -      50,000,000 
12.  Sj  tbout  -     -     -     -     40,000,000 


;idtive  private  property    280,000,000 
Productive  private  property    1,720,000,000 

Total     -     £.  2,000,000,000 


PUBLIC    PRO PERT. 

aluc  of  th:  of  the 

come   ( 

ible 

to  the  annual  £. 

about      ------  160,000,000 

G  3  The 
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The  value  of 

atcd  to  cxtinguifh  £. 

the  public  debt,  about        -     90,000,000 

Value    of  flapping,    arfenals, 
national    buildings,    ftores, 
credits,  and  all  other  afl 
after  deducing  all  unfun- 
debt  -------      15,000,000 

luc   of   all    provincial    and 
munici])al     building,     I 

.  as  churches,  hofpitals, 
bridge^,    prifons,    &c.    &c. 
he  effe&s  belonging 
to  them  ------     25,000,000 


N.  B.   A  good  deal  of  public  lias   I 
already  eftimated    with    private    prop;. 
fuch  as  the  crown  lands,  corporate  incomes, 
&c.  &c.     But  in  fuch  a  ftatement  as  tl. 
more  accurate  analylis  appears  to  be  unnc- 
ceflaiy. 

Though  the  foregoing  ftatements  depend 
on  circumftances  which  allow  of  conjecture 
in  many  parts,  yet  Mr.   lurke,   not  having 
made  them  in  any  inftance  without  atten- 
tion 
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iitical  oeco- 

nom  •  coun  not 

vary   more  th.i  real 

he  ftatcs  t!  >c,   between  two  thoufand 

tlioufand  five  hundred  m  iter- 

luftve  of  JT.  1 00,000,000  ftcrlin^,  the 

ig  to 

I'ountr'. .  the 

ice  of  which,   if  lI»Ul,    would  be  ob- 

)f  the  national  capital.     Hut 

B  of  thcfe  loo  \clu- 

!ac  \\lnch  might  be  afli. 
iial  labour,   the  real   value  is   cfti- 
:<  d,  include 

lie  amount  of  M 

will  he  aln.  'ring 

from  nt  mode  of 

!i  I  have  purl  ce  here- 

obabilit  crefore  that  \vc 

th  met  at  or  near  the  truth. 

of  Table  C. 


G  4  SUCH 


S3  r  of  tic 

eing  iv  ;int  is  our 

:,   I  p.  57)  it 

is  a'  1  nominal  extent  about  thn  e  hun- 

e  milli'  fj    hut 

accord1  aim  ,  u  amounts   to 

about  tuo  hundred  and  \  -one  millions. 

Suppofe  then  tin  <!J>t   \\ 

to  1  that  is,   fup p- 

were  to  take  from  the  public  and  pri- 

2,?co  millions. 
The  public  debt  of 

ere  remains     -     2,029  national  property. 

Now  is  the  country  ruined  in  this  view  of 
its  Finances  ? 

But  I  dial'.  :o  other  fafts,  and  think 

I  flial!  pt  |o  luch 

perfons  a^  not  he  c  .        ; 

are  emit        ;     »rc  to  our  ]  -u  our  in- 

dignation ;    i  i;i\    I  (Iv.li    Ihcw  tliftt  tl. 

•11  has  no  r  iymptoms  of  ruin,   if 

confidered   in  a  :  nt  of  view,  than 

it  appeared  to  have  in  a  pofitive  o;    . 

I  fhall  here  com;  It   Dritain  with 

itlclf  at  different  periods  ;  and  in  01  tier  to  dc- 

6  monftratc 
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monliatc  the  .  opu- 

• 

wealth,  iia. 
le  and  ' 

1  1  ft, 

at  *r>ia 

-      -      -      15 

Tlu 

-     .     .     -     -     _     .     28 

Thr  c  funds,  after 

dci  ci^ii  ]  J  va- 

rious other  in.  itcd  to  -     -     12 

Total     -     55 

is  we  have  a  produce  of  fifty-millions 
per  ann.  on  our  trade  and  debt. 

Now  the  qucftio;  lid 

.;de  produce,   for  we 

,c  no  d 
turyiincj  •  According  to  the 

.cnts  in 

;gn  commerce 

produced  about  ;  ns, 

wliich 
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\v\\  i  5  per  cent,  profit,        pfr  Ann. 

gives  about  -     -     -     -     .  ^1,050,000 
Calculating  at  the  fame  rate 
for    the    home    and    ot 
trade  in  the  year  1697,  and 
:mg  to  the  fame  dif- 
ference  of  proportions  which 
ts  between  it  and 
the   foreign  trade,  viz.  one 
:  a  third  more,   we  fhall 
have  for  the  branch  of  ho 
trade,  about       -     -     -     -       2,430,000 


Total  yearly  profits  on 

trade  1697     -     -     -       3,500,000 


Now,  if  we  deduct  this  from  the  prcfcnt 
profits*,  we  find  the  yearly  income  is  in- 
creafed  by  trade  above  51  millions,  ptrann. 
From  this  annual  increafe,  however,  of 
above  51  millions  per  ann.  it  is  fair  to  de- 
du£l  the  annual  charges  of  debt  ;  and  then 
we  (hall  find  that  this  nation  has  grown 

•  Prefcnt  profits  on  trade,  &c.     -    £.  55,000,000 
Profits  in  1697    ------       3,500,000 

Exccfs    -    -     51,500,000 

richer 
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;  ogc- 

milli 

:\e  ftatr 

the  pn 

Let  u  »  •  rcat 

with  other    i 

tury. 

>ok  of  Dr.  D'Avcnanfs, 
that    in   the  \i.\ir  1698  the  ftatc    of  Hrr 

three  mil- 
.;;////;  in  .    i 

,  and  i 

land  lol  dlion.      Wher  :!s  during  this 

war,   the  anm  i  of  B;  in    1798 

inef- 
id  tbr^ 

milli«Mi>.      iJ-t  in  1 
of  ti  ^ch  was  its 


Annual  increnfc      -     -     -     -  /C'S^ 

..!  charges  and  in- 
tcn  ....       t  ,.330V000 

The  ;  :r  by  trade 

:  than  a  cc:.tury  fui.j      -       v^1"   -      V      ''»•• 
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cxhaufted  k,  that  unable  to  raife 

within  itfelf  fome  few  millions  of  (hillings, 

•  mil 

the  forcfts  of    -         :n,  that  is,  th  rty 

of  others,  as   lecurity.     Ar  Hand   ap- 

peared as  if.  it  would  not  or  could  not  t 
thofe  fecurities.     Where  are  now  the  mil- 
lions of  French   contributions   and  confii- 
Surcly  we  require  no  more  fcnfible 

of,  that  riches  are  not  wealth,  unlefs  they 
are  procured  by  honcft  induftry.  They  fly 
as  rapidly  as  they  co:  the  \\  in^s  of 

crimes.     But  I  (hall  notice  theic  confiica- 
tions  hereafter. 

ll.iMiig  now  (hewn  the  relative  ftate  of 
Britain,  confidered  \\  irh  other  nations  and 

If,  at  different  periods,  1  lhall  further  lay 
before  the  reader  a  view  of  this  nation,  ; 
cording  to  the  plan   and  principles  of  Sir 

'.liam  Petty,  following  that  ingenious  and 
able  man  fk-p  by  ftep  in  his  mode  of  rea- 
foning.  I  do  not  prefume  to  lay  that  Sir 
VTilliam  Petty  was  right  or  wrong  in  his 
views;  but  u  hcther  or  not,  they  \vill  fcrve 

v  fairly  for  the  purpofe  of  comparifon  : 
for  by  applying  his  mode  of  reafoning  to 

the 
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ice 
the  relative  flate  of  the  nation  i  me 

i  ili  lands, 
ilex  >vc  ouc  bun* 

millions  per  ann.  'his 

iiir,  and  jK/rlonal 

thcr  make 
iiuluih) 

eighty  millions.      It 

is  a  principle  of  Sir  \\  iiat 

thc/rtir/y  r/?/^  of  their  indultry  is  the  yearly 

ac  of  a  people,  and  the  purchafc  of  a  wj/i 

mankind  is  woi  th  *//  niiieh  as  that  of  land* 

al- 
lio: 

multiplied   by  I  (which   is 

ire  purchu  .!)   mak 

:ul   millions  to  be   t:  our 

pic  ;  this   fum   (. 

(\shich  we-  ll.  »  be  the   number 

of  the  jK-i  o  hum! 

be  the  value  of  each    man,  nd 

child  ;  and  of  adult  pcrfon  ;*hf 

or  four  hundred  p^ 
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eftimate,  they  we  ;h  but  eighty  pounds 

ftr  he; 

N.  B.    Is   it    not   chcnpcr   to  buy  foreign 
foldicrs  than  lofe  our  own  ni  e  each 

adult  i  ir  hundred  pounds  ? 

1  laving;  now  before  i  incrcalcd  value 

of  our  people,  through  their  inc  in- 

duflry,  let   n  I  of  the  compara- 

tive value  of  the  whole  nation,  at  the   ! 
ginning  and  dolL  of  : 

According  to  a  manufcript  in  the  Bri- 

'\  Mufcum*,  it  a;  that  this  M-iIliors> 

nation  \\  as  cftimatcd  in  1688  at    -      650 

Now  it  appears,   that   the  people  at 

this  das  may  be  cftimatul  at    -     -  2,000 

The  lands  produce  25  millions  annu- 

:h   at    25  years   pu; 
make  --------- 

:al  value   -      -   2,625 
Dcduft  from  this  the  value  in  1688  -      650 

I          tied  \aluc  of  the  nation  in  the 
courfe  of  this  century       -     -     -      i. 

The 

*  Political  Obfcrvations,  MSS.  Harl.  BriufliMufcum, 
1,898. 
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r   will  ng  to  > 

Be  :atc  of  tlu  :!iat 

tlk 

ac  as  two  thou- 

Jions  ; 

riic   above  \alj.r 
mode,  nearly  corrcf|X)n( 

.numerous  and  well-  de- 

i  \veen    two   th, 

hundred  millions 

Jlci  of  one  ////;.  hat 

^ht  be  added  to  n  !,  and  cx- 

clufivc  of  ]uc  which  might  he  afTumcd 

;:l     lahour.      ThclL-     i  cly 

r  from  tlu  ilatement  of  t 

thoulaiui  lix   h;::  twenty-five  i; 

r>ut  let  the  I  itimatc  of  cither 

us  be  compared  with  that  at  the  clofc  of 
the  laft   century,    and   tlu-n   who  will  a!: 

.'late  of  t:  better  in 

paft  than  in  t  cut  times  *? 

•  One  plain  and  ftriking  indanccof  the  improved  faculty 

of  this  nation  may  be  fecn  as  follows.      Am; Jit  documents 

ci  the  liate  of  the  nation  in  1698,  it  appears  that  the 

yearly  afleflmcnt  on  Lorn!  tcr,  and  Middle. 

^9.  12  s.     \Vhcrcos  the  king*! 
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taxes  during  the  lad  year,  in  the  Tingle  parifh  of  St. 
:  y-lc-Bonc,  amount  to  about  £  .  330,000,  and  would 
to  much  more  were  not  a  large  portion  of  the 
tax  paid  by  fomc  m  the  city  and  by  others  m  the 

Thb  is  abc  ^4,031  over  the  whole  c 

of  London  and  \  •  county  of 

tury  fmcc.     Such  is  the  improved  ftate 
ofthiscoumi  ic  rcfuks  of  an  happy  government 

and  profpcrous  commerce.     But  let  us  take  a  compara- 
tive view  of  the  progrcflion  of  only  40  years. 

AMOUNT  of  KING'S  'I  i   the  Parifh  of 

ST. 


Old  Duties  in  1759,  about     -     -     -£.320 
Land  Tax,  D°      ------       500 

Total  -     -  £.  823 
Old  Duties  in  1799  -    -    £.120,000 

Confequently  there  is  an  incrcafe  in  40  years  of  above 
£.119,000  in  one  parilh,  exclufwc  of  the  tax, 

which  (£.230,000)  if  added  to  it  would  make  an  in- 
Cieafe  of  £.  349,000  in  40  years.  The  parifh  rates  form 
another  proof  of  this  increafed  opulence.  —  In  the  year 
1687  they  produced  £.  35.  I  s.  $d.  ;  in  1799  they  pro- 
duced £.34,247.  17  s.  7  d.  In  the  former  period  the 
number  of  houfes  was  86,  in  the  latter  6,500  huufes  were 
.  1  i  there  arc  however  about  9,000  in  the  pariih. 
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cf  the 

THIS   ir.it. 

fund  :ill  their  ir. 

plied  upon  in<K 

In  times  of  danger  the  ilci 
an<!  »  ring 

lopoiit,  -dgcd 

:  -oKlli 

intercft. 

lie  time  o  \  I!  1.  been 

\of>e>  $  rc- 

•  I  to  8^;  10  6  fcr 

facilitating  the  ti 
II  fcr 


gS  A  SURVEY  cf  tit 

of  property,   and   in  ing   giv 

national  efrablimments,  were   fpeedily   and 
efficacioud  While    the    government 

i  ilUied  l)ut  tallies  of  wood  to  fuj)ply  tin- 
place  »••  c,  and  fome  men  hoarded  their 
:id  others   could  not  ohtain  it  for  la- 
hour  or  p:  ,   England  felt  a  debility  in 
\\ai.      At   the   clofe   of  the   Revolution    in 
1697,  the  Bank  of  England  came  to  its  aid, 
litating  loans  and   circulating  exche- 
quer bills.     1  1  ulation  was  invigo- 

:  the  transfer  of  property  bean 
,.d  rapid.     In   1702,  the  government 
bor  money  at  5  and  6  per  cent. 

o    fyftem    of   I  ing    arolc    partly 

from  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate,  when  larger 
fums  were  requifite  than  could  have  been 
railed  within  the  }car,  and  the  country  was 
{equate  to  the  payment  of  more  than  the 
annual  intcrcft  of  the  fum  borrowed.  This 
national  incapacity,  together  with  political 
confiderations  at  the  moment,  whereby  it 
was  deemed  prudent  to  link  public  fhibility 
with  the  interefts  of  private  property,  and  to 
borrow  the  fortunes  of  individuals  upon  the 
fecurity  of  a  new  cftablifhed  government, 

formed 
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autlh  H  Dr.  Burnct,  of 

• 
nut 

e- 

incls  and    ftov 
arc   in* 

;S. 

thefe    funds   gives    I 

amount  of  the  n  credi- 

laim  th  iat 

.  '  :,  and 

tin:  iic  facility  of  t^ 

nding 

h  the  punctual  of 

thr  to  prefer 

Iccuriries,  genc- 
t'hc 

grc  of  the  of  perpc- 

•inuitic'.  inptioti 

>    parliament.  .irts 

co:  of 

iccu- 

iity  for   the   pay  me:  nation. 

aluc  of  that  U  have  It. 

11 


ioo  A  SURVEY  of 

millions  and  an  half, 

•inual  intci  u:t  fourteen  mil- 

I  debt  whole    > 

two  Inn.  'id  li-vei.  millio: 

fund  .     -oin    their  tevurity  aQ 

cilit\  :isk-r,  arc  as  commod 

.-baler   or  improver  of  lands,   for 
the  t  tares,  or  for  the  indi- 

vidual t<  ir^e  hi*  private  debts  or  pub- 

lic That    the   active   motion    thus 

given  to  Orht  benefits  to  fociety 

no  man  will  doubt;  and    that  theie  benefits 
enabled   tru  le   to  meet  and    fupport 

burdens    with   greater  facility,    and 
confequcntlv  new  nerved  the  arm  of  go\ 
ment,   no  man  will  deny.     For,  as  popu- 
lation   and    induftry    are    the    ftrength  and 
:h  of  nations,  and   the  broad  mield  of 
Britain  is  its  navy  ;  and  as  that  navy  depends 
on  its  commerce,  and  the  energetic  principle 
of  commerce  is  vigorous  circulation  ;  what- 
promotes  this  wifely, promotes 
our  profperity  foundly. 

is  effe6t  was  felt  by  the  reduction  of 
the  intcrert  of  the  public  debt,  in  171 6,  from 
fix  to  .  at  which  amount  it  was 

fixed, 


ngtb  and  Opuln**  of  Great  Britain,     i  o  I 

king  fund  was  :  of  the 

lurj)  >  agreed 

indU 

the 

taxes  u  Ijiv  h  fell  t 
liut  in  t  G          :  1 1.   i 

• 

per  i  the  ibi  crity 

and 

til-/   in1 
three  and  an  hah 

1  to  three  per  cent. 

Having  thus  I 

the  funds,  the  (late  of  the 
through  the  centur  together 

the  intereil  of  nv 

mctc  ,  and 

• 

that  •  caft  :  a\ve  upon 

the  mil. 

d  as  the 
.  unncr  •  cas    it  .irtly 

hiitory 

\\ill  hand  down  t!  ,  not 

1 1  only 


A  SURVEY  of  tbt 

only  as  records  of  t  re  of  Europe,   hut 

as  monumental  (K  ^s  of 

\piringage.    The  firft  is  the  awful  l\<  - 

volution     of     i  :..:uc,    which     undermining 

,   has  (lctJ)lated   the   moral 

i  \\oiKl.     It  has  been  a  icene  of 

bloodshed,  buffoonery,   and    robben.     The 

ravages   committed    upon   the    finances    of 

nations  fhall  be  fummarily  ftatcd  here.    (S 

Table  D.) 
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TABLE  I 

ENUMBR  of  lllC  COKTtliUTIOXI,  CoKfliCATIOM. 

and  RtqjMAiTiONi,  by  the   French,  10  (he  Year   1798  in- 

• 


Territory  of  hie  Impend  M«j«*1y     - 

5^.    .4.     -> 

Ditto  of  bU  I'niAin  Mtjrtty  - 

13  o,»oo 

Holland       ...... 

:  totiet,  from  Holland  to  Al- 

:ry  betwtctt 

HM  M  jfcl.r  ,  Mtufc,  ind  Rhine     - 

v  3,000 

$.*! 

MJtloo 

D;«i  P  ,:>tt              ..... 

.000 

^?Mot 

Suab  i           .           

1,310,127 

Dufcny  of  BTJCH           •          -          •          • 

9^56° 

np'ue.    Second  C«o)p»i/a     • 

.  . 

, 

13,031,100 

5»>>*44 

- 

B»*ifn                                          ... 

S.ooo 

Republic    - 

at4,ooo,oco 

11,360,000 

' 

lO^OOjOOO 

4«6,ooo 

i                     ...                    . 

5,000^00 

*co,coo 

1   4.-:  •               -                                                        - 

3,850^000 

154,000 

150,000 

'-,      • 

4fOOO^OO 

160.000 

Tvfcanjr       -                   -         - 

8,ooo,ooe 

,000 

1 

45.:«« 

*,9*t.'3» 

30,000,000 

1,100,000 

- 

36,000,000 

,000 



10,300,000 

ooo 

- 

7,000,000 

00,000 

Prtmca  and  Lul  . 

3^00,000 

IM.OOO 

3,5ta,s67,6ti 

143,100,  Tot 

H   4 
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ESTIMATE  of  ihc  LOSSES  fullained  by  Europe  through  the 
Means  of  ihc  French  Rcpu 

[The  lodes  of  men  and  the  expcnccs  of  war  are  not  included  here,  as  Eng- 
land alone  h.u  (pent  many  million  pounds  ftcrling  ] 


Total  amount  of  requisitions  and  contribu- 
tion*, at  fprciricd        .... 
Lota  of  u»e  D«tu  b,  by  the  bankruptcies  of 

the  Great  Nation       - 
Unvalued  property ;  as  plate  of  the  churches, 
maintenance    <  ;  ^ laces, 

t,  national  domains,  proprrt 

n:juerrd  countries, 
ns,  ceded  tciru   .:c  ,  their  re- 
gukar  revenues,  &c.  &c. 
Enormous  amount  of 

Ac.    poured     out     amongft    mi 
whereby    millions   of  credulous   . 
milliard*  ol 

nat  .  .'ing  what  was  lull 

by  foreigners  in  the  public  funds)  one 
third  may  '  .  alculation 

A  great  nn:*.  i  nal!  Ameri- 

can teitrU,  tak  <  declaration 

of  war,  b>  S  amount  in  num- 

ber t  >  more  than  one  thoufand  }  and  va- 
luing eacl  ^o  atonly  j£.iooo, 
the  amount  is  - 
A  number  of  veflbls  taken  from  the  other 

tral  powers  together 
N.  B.  We  d.i  not  reckon   the  I 

m  and  Ireland  in  com- 
mere  ai  veflieh,  as  the  French  have 
loft-  .cir  uniuunt  in  (hips 


3,581,167,681 
1,910,000,000 


1 0,000,0  00,000 


•  16,666,666,666 


15,000,000 

100,000,000 


Total    ir 

goods,  and  tei 


money. 


.ling. 

H3ii9°»7°7 
76,800,000 


666,6 


i,ooo,ooe 

4,000,000 


. 7 


Should  any  one  nnd  thii  eacut^n  over-rat 
that  ail  th«  count:  - 

•tirts  of  the    i  ,!t   turbulent 

republic  has  at  ptefrnt  the  beft   fourth  part  of  Europe  «>  -nmand. 

She  hai  fo  founded  and  fortified  hctfc.t,   that  (h<  u  k.cp  all  nations 

in  a  ft  ate  of  perpetual  agitation. 


£ nd  of  Table  D. 
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ii;. 

mutiny   of  our  * 

j  thinl  eyi 
Bank.      It    alarm 

>'jlcn<:c 

men 
were  more  aftivc,  ai. 

timid  were 
Auke.     Cc 

..ouths,  and 

g°" 

1  the 
ia  loudly 

!  indi\idual 
J.      No   iniluiir) 
. 
that  t!. 

.t   to  t!u-  minilU-r,  and  h.  'img 
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mcnt,  ;  ^r   iolely   a   miniflcrial    inftru- 

ut    to  dupe  and    defraud   men,  while   it 
1    them    with   a   bubble    of   nominal 
.ips  of  printed  paper.    The  in- 
Krench  Hank  un- 
der the  Regent    and    Law,  the  South   Sea 
bubble  at  home,  the  affignats  and   main! 
of  modern  t — all  were  tjuotcd  as  iimi- 

lar  'timidatc  and 

'pair,  and  to  roll  popular 
fur  in  on  the  government. 

v  ;  r  leflbn  cannot  b  ;  to 

,   on   popular   reports  and   the  ex- 
treme caution  ncceflary  to  he  uied  in  adopt- 
ing prejudicial  reprefcntations  on  men   and 
things,  than  this  occurrence  affords.    I  have 
tefore   ftated    it,  that  men   (hould   be  on 
the   future,  by  feeing  how 
v  have  been  deceived  on  the  pre- 
•it  (late  of  the  nation.      I  have  laid  before, 
that  t!  page  of  'Jnfteadof 

nncr  of  ruin,  was  partly  the 
contcqucnce  of  national   proipcrity.      I  fhall 

this  : 

The  two  principal  points  fo  loudly  infiftcd 
,-re,  firit,  that  \  infolvent, 

having 
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:  the   i: 
duel  t  had  produced  bank* 

i 
A 

ers  of  the  I  louic  of  C<> 
was 

.1  ftatc  v  ;   but  on  the 

,  that  01  ill  its  a 

there  was  a  confukrablc 
oft  ,k. 

j  accov  outfbmd- 

deman( 

Fcbru::  97,  JT. 

i  to       -     -     -     -     I3»77o>39o 
-.'>    anlwcr   thcfc 

------     17*597' 

i  >C- 
t\\i 

crc<  our 

pf  i  to       -     -     -       3,826,903 


ICS  A  S  r  R 

Sofartlu  the  firi;  Jle ; 

and  the  iccond  was  not  more  true;   \\hich 
accufcd  the  government  of  having  cauKil  a 
ikruph  'Irainiir.:    the    <  the 

Bank,  and  thereby  the  ;  the  pub- 

lic. 

It    appeared    hv  the    report  of  thi 
mittee,   that  the  I   of  the   i}oppag\ 

cafh  payments  were,   firft, 
nution  of  hank  Circulation 

of  Great  <1  on   hy  coin 

an..  ,  and  a  failure  having  taken  pi, 

in   the  count  1   their 

number   from  t\vo   hundred   and   eighty  to 

1    and    thirty,   this   created 
.IK      The  confe(]iiencc  iliat    p 

incuts  were  d  d  in  Ipccic,  which  fpccie 

ii  from  the  metrcpolis.  At  the 
;imethat  the  ilTue  of  counti  \  bank  i/iHs 
;;nini(h  liiink  <  :  1'Jigland  alio 

quantity  of  its   own  pa- 
per in  circulation.      Coniequentlv  this  tv. 
i    diminution  of  paper   caufed    a  double 
ind  for  Ipecie. 

.t    it  is  in  the  fecond  i)lacc  important 
to  remark,  that  this  demand  for  cafh  circu- 
lation 
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lation   was  augmented   in  a  wonderful  de- 
gree, through  all  the  i  haniuK  and  rotut 
of  a  greatly    extent.!  rcc. 

proof  of  tins  inci  nercc  has  been 

re. 

!cmand 
1 

i   of   IK  tcrtificd    hy 

i  ificd 

ninifhcd 
.i   diiDinill1. 
ot"    hull 

i    of  the   former  aim 

:  impor- 
ted additional  corro! 

the  o)in;iL'cat  the  H  -Such 

I 
than  OL<  ,r    had  -d  in 

0 
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TAB  L  j 

From  the \ ear  i  785,  tli  3LS  in 

general  al  :  millions  value 

of  gold  annually  coined  ;   hut 

for   t\\  I    previous  to  tlic 

ftoppageat  the  Bank, there  \\  as 

not  half  a  million  each  year.          £. 
It  was  one  year    -----      493,416 
:        next    -------       464,680 

This  is  not  more  than  a  fixth  of  what 
coined  annually   in  the   two  preceding 
years,  and  greatly  inierior  to  what  had  i 
coined  upon  an  average  of  the  former  \ 
of  i  :eign. 

Since    his    prcient    Majeily's 

Acceffion  to  1797,  that  is, 

in  37  years*,  the  coinage  £. 

amounted  to       -     *     -     -     57*338,036 

An 


•  The  total  coinage,  in  a  century,  from  1558          £. 

to  1659,  amounted  to  -----     19,832,476 
From  1659  {o  1784  (about  125  years)    -    77)247* I0* 
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ii,VER  coined 

during  his   Majcfty's  reign,  :  51!% 

CX  'o,    to   18'  y;f 

to  the    Lords  of  the   < 
mittcc  of  SccrccNj. 

James  V  i), 

Deputy  M 
John  \V\ 

puty  Comptrc 


c  o 

L  D. 

SILVER. 

( 

1        .  •  .  .     : 

X. 

r               ""'  " 

WdghL 

V**        ^ 

«.    d. 

Ito.     oa.  dwt*.  (t. 

/;•     « 

^46 

10^51      ii     f      5 

«M'9    *    * 

T 
*r,                      i 

;9     6     S 

>-.33V>36  »»     » 

End  of  Table  E. 
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In  the  fourth  place,  during  war,  any  given 
t it v  of  commerce  requires  greater 
I,  on  account  of  the  in 
'it,  inliirai,  .1  mercantile  charges; 

and  ; 

,  immcnfc  circulation  to  fuj)port  the 
1  demand. 

In    t!ic  fifth  place,   in    time  or'  war    allo 
there  is  a  gi  <  'emand  for  circulating 

pital   without.      The  v  <!cd  in 

176?,  rcqui  its  purpofes  folely  on  the 

Continent  of  Kurop.-,    a    fup]>ly    of  a! 
.ty  millions  and  an  half.  (Sec  TabK 
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TABLE 

.t  of  Subfidics  paid  for  the  Troops 

of  RufHa,   King  of  Sv 
Jc  \  of  Pruflia,  Elector  of  Bava 

i  '     «  of  Brunf- 

c  of  Hcflfc  Caflcl,  and 
of  Sums  |  4tilh  Troops  fc: 

ing  ou  the  Coi,  of  Europe;  and 

Mi- 
Jit  to  the  laid  Continent, 

Richard  Molcfworth, 
Accountant  of  the  Paymaftcr 
neral's  Office. 

fay  Office.  MorTc  Guards, 

Total  fum    -     ^.20,626,997.  os. 


End  of  Table  F. 
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THE  prefent  war  required  afupply  on  the 
c  Continent  »f  al» AC  fourteen  millions 
and  a  half.     (See  Tal.lc  C.) 
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BLE 

road    in 

">    il  ng  of  the 

i  .oan  to  -rur, 

iiii«  :md  Sardinia. 

S  2,8 10,  /.   2} J. 

Charles  J-ong. 

ufury  Chambc 
i.-rtij  April  1797. 

N.  H.  Of  the  above  tt  there 

;the  above  four  year  ndcd 

on   the  Continent,  including  the  Imp 

:ul   tlu-  ices  to  the   Emperor, 

/;.  iV,8S,422.  91.  6J. 

End  of  Table  G. 

» 

I  2  THL: 


ii6  A  SURVEY  »f  tie 


THE  following  fa£ts  arc  alfo  defen 
of  notice,  inafmuch  as  they  confirm  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  an  increafed  circulation  in  time 
of  \var.  This  \\\\\  appear  in  the  fubfe- 
quent  accounts  of  payments,  loans,  and 
fubfidies.  See  Table  H. 
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BLE     II. 

t  of  R  ,cs  and  Payments  for 

th  ccs  of  War  in  the  Welt  Indies, 

C  aropc,  I  ca, 

:nul  •  .J,  in  the 

I 

S3'5'°,779.  <>'•  :  •• 


Charles  Long. 

Whitehall  Treafury  Chambers, 
ijih  April  1797. 

B.  Loans  to  Ireland  are  not  included 
he  above. 

£• 

iount  of  Loan  to 

-npcror   -     -     -   5,570,000  o  o 

-     -     -   1,223,890  10  6 

iinian  fuhfidy       -     -      500,000  o  o 

^    for    Foreign    and 

migrant  Corp*    -     -   3*540,000  o  3 

I  Amount 
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Amount  of  Foreign  Se- 
cret Service,  deducing 
£  .  25,000.  per  ami. 

:d  out  of   i  vil          £.         s.      <f. 

Lift       .....    345>°79    l6     °' 


f.  2  s,ooo  per  ann.  1 

>    100, 

four  years       -     -  J 


3+5W9 

000 


Total  fecret  krrvicc, 

fou:  -       -$    445'°79 

N.  B.    The   above  fums  are  included  in 
foregoing  accounts. 


Payments  made  to  Foreign  Corps,  includ- 
ing Subfkties  to  Sardinia  and  Pruffia. 

/;•      '•  ^ 

Sardinian  fubfuly  500,000  o  o 

Prufllan  ditto       ...  i, 223,1591  10  6 

1  Ian-            i  troops          -  1,410,508  3  11 

Bruniwick  ditto  -     -     -  110,516  3  2 

Carryover  -  3,244,915   17    7 
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jr.  '•  d. 

>ught  en   :  -  1 7  7 
5,048 

*     -      ---^'753  !9  ^ 

-     -     -     -        26,990     o  10 

Sun-                               s-   1,360,434  16  o 

5,714,143  10  9 


ith, 
of  Paymaftcr 

1 


ncnl's  Office, 
i  March  1797. 


£()d  of  Table  H. 
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THESE  fafls  fhcw  the  ncccfhty  of  ex- 
tended circulation  in  time  of  war. 

In  the  fixth  place,  add  to  thefe  the  nu- 
merous and  expenfive  entcrprizes,  which 
have  not  diminifhed  as  amidft  former  wars, 
but  have  augmented  prodigioufly.  See  Ta- 
ble I. 
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ACCOUNT  of  the  Number  of  I 

tnd  ilfo  of  BiHi    for  KUhRS. 

\oy  i  the  S  JD.  be  railed  lor  u  e  above 


fill               .CLOSURE. 

NAVK;ATION  **» 

Va 

Number 

S    .:.    -: 

MMnNMi   i 

' 

33 

No    fpecifi 

1789  - 

3 

/:-i3M<» 

^5 

fumi  are  au 

1790  . 

8 

377400 

t  homed    to 

'     I?!/  ' 

40 

be  riifcd  by 

1791  - 

10 

103,700 

4^ 

fncloTare 

17$ 

9 

1*063,600 

Afts. 

. 
beJoic  \..i-  3 

138 

:P 

7,*oo 

60 

23 

C-3.«4i«7°^ 

I     - 

«794  - 

iS 

2,588,500 

n 

37^900 

x 

7* 

ir96  . 

12 

1,306,000 

fc":j 

283 

«9 

5,io» 

GIORCI    Ron, 
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Thcfe  are  no  light  proofs  of  ti 
I'd   opulence,  and  great  a    \  .it ion. 

Such  u:  alfc   additional 

circi  ,  as  increafcd  indir 

creafed  ; 

it  appears,  that  the  nunV 
clofurc  which  \  Hiring  four  years  pre- 

ceding the  1  is  one  hundred  an 

eight,  and  the  number   during   f  irs  of 

war  two  hundred  and  eighty -three.     Jr 
pears   further,  that  the  number  of  bills  for 
navigation  m\A  coxa/*,  during  four  years  pre- 
ceding the  war,  was  thirty,  and  the  number 
during  four   years  of  war  fixty-nine.     And 
fbrther  :  the  fum  authorized  to  be  borr< 
for  making  theic  canals  and  navigation 

he  firft  four  years  above  tii'o  millions 
(jf.2,3p    -  ds  in  the  laft  f 

as  alx)ve  fevcn  millions   (^.7,415,100). 
All     thv  :s    prove    to    deraonftration^ 

that  !  lank  nor  the    r.ution    \\-as, 

.nipt;    and   fhcxv,   by   unequivocal   and 
authcnti  tthcch  -ainft 

l        .    Ink   and  the  ( •        rnment   \\ 

that    the   Iroppagc   of 

cafh  in    a    great   jnrafiii'e 

^  from 
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. 
, 

. 

l 
iropcan 


:;il>lc  t<  ink, 

can  this  be 

'  not 

.nt.      i 

amount 
u ;*    It  is  not  dc- 

ir 


of  the  Amount  of  BANK   or  •  <o  NOTEI  in 

urn,  o:.  igc  of  cv».  oaths,  from  the  25th  day 

fS,  1799,  and  1800:  cliiiin- 
i  Notes  below  the  value  of  Five  Pounds. 


W»«T  *  B«k  of  EofUnd  No«,of  Fivt 

79.  I  8o<X 

-  11,190,610  -  i».n\*9°  -  iJ*Ho.7»o 

-  io»i94.i$o  -  M.ISJ.S: 

.  I>cf.     -     -    i    ,-:j."-  -   -   i      -J:,..~  -   la. 


^  URVEY  cf  the 

nied,  however,  that  during  the  multiplied 

occallons  of  the  mercantile  VM»rld   for  a  cir- 

..sclium,  the  demand  ibr  caih   in- 

I  .  ion   of  dimi- 

ecl    paper    and    augmented     commerce.'  I 

!hat  the  reftri<5Hon  of  dif- 
counts  at  the  Bank  at  ti  :nent  crcat 

alarms  which  fed   the  drain  (h  ; 

tiic  iale  and  depreciation  of  public 
lecurities,  becaufe  th<  not  a  fupply  in  1 

notes  iiifficiertt  for  the  demands  and  employ - 
•it  of  ai"  ipital.     But  fincc  the  Bank 

ciifcounts  even  in  time  of  war  at  five  per 
cent,  may  there  not  be  a  difpofition  to  bor- 
row more  of  th  than  it  would  be 
prudent  in  the  Bank  to  lend,  at  a  moment 

\N  lien 


AMOUNT  of  Bank  of  England  Notes,  or"  £.  2.  and  £.  i.  each  ; 
97.         i  7  9  8.        1799. 

*c»  2                                                                 -    -  1,658*300  -  1,6^7,250  r 

-  1,933.830  -  1,601,570   - 

-  1,221,490  -  1,604,580  - 

-  1,730,380  -  1,671,040  — 

Jf.  B.  The  An*  (  In  the  year  i8co,  can  only  be 

;  ;hc  25- h  Dceember. 

Wm    WaltofuL 

15   . 

f.i.'*    V* 
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_n  get  a  m  r  intercft  from 

they  pay 

one  dcm  head  of 

>  not  Ix  .turc 

of  tli  .1  interc::    :    Who  arc  able 

to  ca  te  or  remote  i 

fcquences   of  their   proc  the 

foregoing  ca  ;r  condu£t  be  examin- 

let  the  confcqucnces  of  it 
nice  the  \vorld  that  t  ;>.k  of  1 

land  more  iolidly  <  hcd,  and 

:  more  hoi  :cd  thau 

at  th  t  it  wa  to  totter  on 

iibyfs    of  bankruj  els   and 

cdnefs  unfortuna:  :>ioa 

for  credulity   at  the   moment,  in  the  torn 
condition  of  Euroj-  uin  of  mercan- 

tile houics,  and   in  the  overthrow  of  great 
commercial   ef  nents  ;    all    of  which 

gave  a  general  (hock  to  confidence,  per- 
,  and  d.  liole  courfe 

;i.     Nv)    r  11   doubt  thefe 

cults  his  eye  over  the  lofles  and 
depredation^  1    by    Europe.      (See 

lUe 


A  SURVEY  of  the 
'j  D.)     And    the 

1  '  k 
heart  < 

How  man  imr 
:    ;:t    tl: 

ifly  g1o\v   at   the  ; 
it  the  r  ft  opul 

of  his  native  country. 
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'.      \. 

La 

^\  1  .  \{  vi    ti, 
J  >ur,  and  o 

r"  that    labour, 
iculturilt  is  Jpurrcd  on  I 
j  a  liipcn 

,ic  productions 

.:id   the    fu- 

ndation  icrcc 

1  the 

-    engaged  it    brai 

of  iiulint:\    into   loldicrs,  and   t 
them  with  the  ibpcrfluity  produced 

ucmbcrs.     Thus  it  is  that  pub- 


» 
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- 

another,  and  in  ity 

i   in   h;.  \\  national  ft; 

. 

In  ;  ng  the  pro.  tions  fr 

ivc  that 

•;cc'  toward   ai  ice    in  IIKUIU-   ! 

:nres  a;1  ic  arts,  the   proprict. 

of  land  as  well  as  th  in  tojftudy 

Icicncc,   and   to    redoul 
llry  an  .     In  this  coir 

account  of  any  impro\ 
mcnts  in  agriculture,  until  about  the  time 
Richard  II.  (1381.)  1:  r,  but 

little  undjrftood  until  the   reign  of  IIciiiv 
\  I  If.  Vuits   which    now 

crown  our  ->le  gold  were 

then    k  y    of   our    culinary 

plants  *  v,  :       ft   introducv  lie 

new  a?ra  formed  i  [Devolution  not  only 

itfclf  in  the  principles  of  govcrn- 
\  to  the  love;  nrcro- 


*   Such    as   cabbages,   falaus,   carrots,  turnips, 
There  ;.:  »vv  difFcrent  fpccics  of  vegetables  in  ufe 

on  the  Continent,  and  chiefly  in  Germany,  which 
introduced  into  our  gajdcns. 
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1    the    fnhjcct's   ri«;ht^   but  ma: 

. 

IUIVN  an.!  i\»mm                       ing    th  .kc 

During  the  hoftili' 
there  were  /uw  ci  Dur- 

rrc  were  fix- 
tec:  £  the  rcigu  of  George  II. 

>m  the 

nnicii:cincnt    of 

Re,  the     \  ,    there  were    OI1C 

unbred  and  thirty-two  :i&s 

:Ted  *  ;  o    millions   eight 

hi:  .iul  thiity-levcn  thoulaiul  acres  in- 

>icd   liucc   the  Revolution,  two   millions 

eight  hundred   and   four  thoufand  were  ia- 

>led   during   his    Majefty's   reign.      (Sec 

•le  K.) 


5 1 1  ice 


the  year  1788  there  have  643  ads  paflcd. 
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TABLE   K. 

TABLE  of  the  ACTS  of  INCLOSURE, 
ace.  the   d:  igns 

igns. 


K  E  I  G 


Number 

of  .', 


Extent  of  Land 

inclofed. 


Ac- 


Queen  Ann 


George  1. 


George  II.    - 
George  II 1.  - 


2 

16 
226 


17,666 


2,804,197 


Report  of  Committee  on  Waftes, 


End  of  Table  K. 
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.  fix 

:iclofurc 

ut   of  ir  hundred 
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TAB  L  E   L. 


ACCOUNT  of  BILLS  of  INCLOSURE, 


Years. 
1788 

1789 
1790 
1791 
!792^ 

'793 
i 


N«  of  Bills. 

•     35 


4  years  before  war  -  138 


years  of  war  -     -  283 
,79S.  •- 

1796 

1797] 

1798  ^3  years  of  war  -    -  187 

17991  

Total  -    -  643 


End  of  Table  L: 
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SI  til  !:as  been  the  progrcffivc  ftatc  of 
agriculture. 

T  population  and  opulence,  however, 
have  outit  thcfc  great  improvements. 

For    iiotwithlhuuling   the   numerous   inclo- 
furcs,  there  is  a  conliderable  dclk  be- 

tween the  h  of  corn  and   the  fup; 

A'  ncccllary  for   this   country.      \NY 
before  us  •  ig  how  much 

agriculture  has  been  promoted  ;  and  I  (hall 
nov  fafts  to  prove,  that  even  this  im- 

proved ftate  of  agriculture  evinces,  by  the 
rtill  inadequate  luppl  greater  improve- 

ment in  the  general  ftateof  the  nation. 

Great  Britain   gaim 

of  corn  till   1765.     Whereas  an   increafcd 
ilence   and   population,    and   the   con. 

which  became  IK  ,  have 

creatC(i  us  by 

;dablc  importation.      I    lhall    itate 

s  of  this   1  ::ng  from  the 

iciency  of  home-  ,   becaufc  it  not 

c$  the  great  advancement  of  the 

population  and  opulence,  &c.  but 

bee  -fled  v  j  leads  us  to, 

important  points  pfconddc: 
tbllo 

K 
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Voucher*  i 

Account  laid 
keforr  , 

. 
r  Gc- 

Ml. 

Adam  Smith. 


Co  IT 

T.  ! 

.    Report  of  Com- 
•  No.  31. 


Account  of  the  Loss    fuffaincd 

by  the   Nation,    from    the    C  of 

•* 

Corn    being    in  to    the   Con- 

fumption. 

of  corn 

01  ted  during  15  j  re-       Quarters. 

;  1 765,  annually      -    -      348,668 

Th  I   i-, 

chirinjr  the  fame  t 

ove  £.  2.  per  quarter     ~ 
Annual  amount  of  corn  for;  • 

NUS   -  jT. 697,336 
age  amount  of  corn  import- 
annually,  during1  3  yc 

-<  9  -----  2,708,406' 

^0,000 

(h  for  corn,  on 
rage  of  3  vcars  to  j  7 
-  on  corn  imported  dur- 
^)      -------      602,003 

There  were  no  bounties 

rsin  i  797  and 
therefore  no  average  can  be 


Tot jil  -     - 
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,"  |>'  ci  Ivet  fur  conft- 

•i  Deficiency 

oft  millions 

..  attended 

a   lob,    as  1  lhall   hcrtal"?  |  f  above 

eighteen    n  fcr    <; 

..-ultural  the  na- 

1  attcij^ 

.either 

tillage 

i    Ihould 
c  parti/ 

true.     Our  agricultural  rcgu  arc  dc* 

.s   fliould  i 

. 
to  GUI  rural  rcgu: 

js  in 
rributed 
leave  to 

t  a u tin-  table 

a   thf  Jam 

:c  iumc  r^  ope- 

K   4 
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rating  on  ray  judgment,  make  me  believo 
that  the  bouncy  laws  are  1- urn  what  worle 
than  defective. 

It  is  afftrtcd,  that  bounties  have  !  the 

price  of  corn,  and  through  this  improved 
price  have  extended  agriculture.  Now  in 
order  to  difcover  the  fallacy  of  this  propo- 
fition,  we  have  only  to  confide T  what  is  the 
confequence  of  an  increated  price,  and  what 
is  the  nature  of  this  bounty. 

An  increafe  in  the  price  of  corn  is  an  in- 
creafe  in  the  price  of  iubiiftcnce,  which  na- 
turally reftrains  confurqption,  and  conlc- 
quently  agriculture.  And  again,  it  injures 
agriculture,  becaufe  an  increafed  price  of 
fubfiftence  is  a  check  to  population.  And 
further,  the  increafcd  price  of  fubfiftence 
naturally  increafes  the  price  of  labour,  and 
confequently  leflens  the  ability  of  the  farmer 
to  extend  cultivation.  And  again,  the  in- 
creafed  price  of  fubfiftence  increafes  the 
price  of  manufactures  ;  fo  that  what  coft  the 
farmer  before  31.  6d.  now  cofts  him  4 

aiul 

*  The  landed  gentlemen  would  do  well  to  confidcr 
this  riafjning  with  refpcdt  to  incrcafed  rentals,  which 

finally 
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and  confequently  he  has  real 
in  h 

agriculture.     For  thcfc   few  s   I  do 

deny  that  bounties,  by  incrcafwg  the  price 
of  corn  and  tend  agriculture. 

Now  let  us  lift  the  nature  of  thole  Ixnmties. 

of  the 

,    for  the  cxprcis 
pofc   ot  'ing  them   to 

corn  dearer ;  that  is,  of  raifing  the  j 
fuftcnancc  ;  that  is,  of  retraining  popula- 
tion ;  that  is,  of  i:  ;tbld 
manner,  the  price  of                  :ul   thereby 
loading  and  checking  the  progrefs  and  con- 
fumption  of  manufactures.     Such  is  the  in- 
1  nature  of  thofc  I             s  or  the  confc- 
qucnce  of  them  within  the  k; 
is  it  without  ?  Tlu                   i   of  or.: 
ties  is  not  lefs  dead                        By  render- 
cheaper  abroad  it  reduces  the  price 
ofluitcnance  abro.  the 
price  of  foreign  manufaftur 

rice  of  fuftcnancc  at  home, 

ly  and    inevitably   mull   be  r.liowcJ   hv  •  -M  in  - 
ice  of  ncccflarics,  &c.  and  will  not  leave  them  tht 


A    SURV£V 

cuiiicquciuly   ti 
. 

jus  an 
-; 
; 

i        j;n    ni;i.  ;.lly    and 

.vcr  {lowly,  ci:  .nations 

to  \i :  II  us  in  our  own  market. 

Thcic  laws  ihould  be  aboliihal,  and  the 
corn  trade  left  to  itlclf;  if  it  be  a  good  one 
it  will  iupport   iticlf,  it'  it  be  a  bad   <;:. 
cannot  be  abandoned  too  foon,   and  it 
•y  our  capital  in  a  better. 
It  is  infiftcd  on,  however,  \vith  great  con- 
ice  and  loud  aflcrtion,  that   the   bounty 

i  uf  their  inftU 

tution,  and  ;c  by  open- 

ing i  markets  for  01:  -,  and  b 

jg   to   t  :ner  a  better  price  than  he 

COIL  .ve  in  the  hou 

N\  >'gu- 

mcnts  againft  the  bounty 
look  but  to  their  immediate  edicts,  and  no* 
.•lent  a:  jt  workings  in 

-;ieir  bearings.     That  it 

man 
loresi 
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deplores  the  conlc< 
ipcrflu: 

honi  it  Icllcns  trr-   ;  ,  and 

to   pro 

ccecdi.  ales 

ige  ; 

the  i\  ::icrcak  ujx>a 

labour 

Other  m  u  the  benefit  of  the 

IXK  -.vith  more  lity,  but  \vith 

no  to  argu- 

.   can  (ii(j)ute 

there  errors  in  rea- 

;fcs 

or  i he  ad- 

e  of  the   bounty   laws,   be  the 

n  has  : 

om 

he:  that  corn  has 

>  the  cauic  of 
,  clcnl  t  to  give  thcfe  g, 

I  lhall  for  a  moment  admit  the  caufe 

cfroJtt 
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this  reduction  in  the  price  of  corn.  Surely 
then  this  blundering  fyftem  Ihould  be  quickly 
diflolved,  in  order  that  the  object  of  its  pri- 
mitive inftitution  maybe  gained,  which  \vas, 
to  fecure  a  better  price  for  corn. 

However,  the  fact  is,  the  price  of  corn 
had  gradually  fallen,  (fee  Table  M.)  until 
the  caufes  of  the  prefent  fcarcity  firfl  began 
to  operate. 
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TABLE  M. 

PRICE  of  WHEAT  by  the  Quarter. 


YEARS 

PRICK. 

VOUCHERS. 

£-  <•  * 

'595  -  - 
1695-  - 

2    —   

1  Adim  Smith. 

-4-  - 

2IOji 

1781  -  - 

•   -4—  I 

1786-  - 
1790-  - 

i   1711* 
i    16     6 

2     II       3 

Lori  Sbfield's 

TraOf  on  the  pre- 
feot  high  price  of 
provifioos. 

1791  -  - 

2    4  n  i 

1799  -  - 

3     4  10  i 

End  of  Table  M. 
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MOST  unquestionably  however  the  !>o\m- 
ivc  not  been  the  cauleof  this 

icy  have  c 

to  -i  corn  1 

been   Aill   lo  of  France 

prows  t;  corn    ft- 1 1    at  me 

tin  liout    bounties?  t»d   without  e\ 

ex;  g   allotted  till  1764.     / 

it  is  maintained  by  Adam  Smith,  that  the 
price  of  grain  was  owing  to  n 
gulati<  another,  but  to  th  al  and 

inienfible  increafe  of  filvcr  in  th 
of  Europe.     Indeed  k  \  ',ni|x)l- 

fiblc,  and  dircdtly  contrary  t6  i 
things,  that  bounties  coirfd  lower  the  pr 

^rain  ;  and   it   is  equally  ck  unde- 

niable, that   they   muft  raife  the   price 
corn,  fuftenance,  and  labour.     Coi 
this  fyftem  is  injurious  t  ^il- 

lation, and  manufaftu 

Let  us  now  confider  tlu-  re- 

lative to  our  agriculture. 

WASTE  LANDS. 

In   times  of  barbarifm,  when  it  \vas  ne- 

ccflary   to   induce   cultivators   to   continue 

6  their 


Hgik  and  Ofulact  of  Great  BrilttM. 

RcictKj 

••<1   to   fucb  arable 

r  cattle,  Ixrfore 

urcs   v.  nvn. 

:    was 
nigh    little   popu 

Ikill, 

uigc  of 
the   iaclofurc  of  th, 

.:li  national  po- 
hmcut  and 
fliouUI  daplc  nru-r 

/uqx>fc. 
of  agiijultural 
lifts,  on  dcma: 

i   mam.  commerce,  on 

, 

• 

of  Colo: 

done  foi  ,-vv  col 


•  Suppofcd  to  be  equal  r  rental  of  England. 
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the  real  means  of  adding  ftrcngth  and  wealth 
to  a  ;.  i»ut  inilcad  of  cmma/ing  a 

good,  we  have  clung  to  an  evil ;  and  of  what 
nature  and  magnitude  this  evil  is,  we  fhall 
now  1- 

The  Proportion   between  the   WASTK  and 
CULTIVATED  LANDS  of  Great  Britain: 

ACRES. 

'  Uncultivated.  Cultivated.          Total  E*' 

England  and  Wales-    7>888>777     39>027»I56    4^9'5>933 
Scotland 14,218,224.     12,151,471     26,369,695 


*  Total  -  -  -  22,107,000     51,178,627     73,285,628 


It  is  remarked  by  the  country  reports  to 
the  Hoard  of  Agriculture,  that  the  inhabi- 
tants 

*  Mr.  Beeke's  computation  is  entitled  to  great  rcfpedt, 
and  to  which,  as  well  as  to  his  procefs  in  ?.fccrt;iim: 
extent  of  Great  Britain,  1  fliould  have  paid  due  attention, 
had  his  book   reached  me  before  I  had  rcafoncd  on  the 
public  documents  of  the  Committee  of  the  Iloufc,  r 
to  the  number  and  application  of  the  acres  of  this  country. 
Mr.  Beeke  ftates, 

England  and  Wales,  at  -  -  -   38 [  millions  of  acr 

Scotland  and  its  ifles,  at 21    D° D° 

Ireland,  at    - 22   D°  -  -  -  D* 
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neighbourhood  of  great  waf 

Ic.    Thcfc 
t   of  thieves 

ral  they  arc  the  rccc 

ve:  are 

nov  as   may  be  fecn  in  the  fol- 

U  S  A  <  fceot/«r«M. 

f  improrr.  £. 

14,000,000  fit  for  upland  pafturr,  at  5  /.  per  Mm.  > 

3,000.000  fit  for  io/./*r*«.   -  i, 5*0,000 

r,ooo,ooo  fit  for  meadow  or  wmter-nKadow,  ^.  i .  io/.  per  acre  •    1,500,000 


6,500,000 

19,000,000  of  acrrs  if  mutiplicd  by  7, 
of  their  produce  - 


I,o<x>,o3c  of  acrtt  fit  for  plintation,  at  S  /.  per  acre 


rts  of  wifle  would  tbut  produce 


ereas  thcfc  j  now  let  in  many 

s  for  one  penny  an  acre  fer  annum. 

be  valued  at  moi  they  arc 

reduce  amounts  to 

but  one   hundred   thou 

!v  the  nation  lofcs, 
!  ia 
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in  '  eighteen 

\    an     i,.  much 

i:  >:nctl  by   the  inclofurc 

\\  C[\  as  :i  '  ,)ii  the  im- 

:i,   whfC  ftatecl 

iniliio.  .a   total  of 

-two  millic  i  a  half  annually. 

^t  all  that  we  fhoulcl 

iiieaiur  clearly 

dc.  :    •      ..     conilcleringkiri  thrcr  jjdints 

of  nrft,  with  refpcct  to   fociefy,  next 

to  agricultural  concerns,  and  next  to  arts  and 

I    fhall    not    at    prelcnt   go 

,  but  lhall  merely 

die  iurfacc  of  each. 

j.  longer  Ul   a    barbarous 

Hate,  '  ,  cupation  than  thole 

of  hunters  or  fhepherds,  but  in  a  ftate  of  fo- 
,  where  the  promotion  of  arts,  manu- 
comnv  the  promotion 

fion,    and    happinc 

ntry  are  confequeiftly 

•  ibuftive  to  all  thole 

,  inalmuch  as  they  promote  iclle- 

i  :  their  vicinity,  and  arc  dens  of  thieves 

!  rol)b. 
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It  has  however   be  ted,   that  the 

.:-nt  or  it  depopulate  the 

coi  things 

•joffible.    Will  the  in- 
dcs  of 
• 

The  c;i  \vholly 

ciently 

afe  of  popu- 

.ihlc  from   the  incrcafe  of 
agriculture;  and  hoth  of  thcfc  infure  a  good 
I 

nt  to  the   hull 
*        nuft  fuccced  to  iffie- 
Tofligacy.     The  improvement  *f 
the  .11  alfo  rclcaie  the  upper 

orders  not  only  from  the  pain  of  puniming 
them  ;  hut  the  ex  pence  of  fupporting  them 
il  be  climinifhcd. 

_cs  rcfulting  to  fociety  and 
population,     from     the     inclofure    of     the 

further.       It    will 

not,    1  ft,   be    d  that   population 

i    the   means  of  fupport  which   a 

countr;  :Tcs  for  its  inhabitants,  and  the 

:>cr  application  of  it.  however, 

I.  2  nearly 
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w  //;/></ of  this  country  H  unoccupied 

,   what  foil 

Out  of  the  various  computations  on  the 
increafcd   poj:  of   this  country,    iiip- 

pol<  :  on  the  -n  of  an  annual  aug- 

mentation    <.f     icc,o^o     pcrfons ;     con 
quently,  it  would  require   almoft   a  century 
to    double    the   eftimate    of  its  populati' 
taking   it   at  but  ten  millions.     Whereas  in 
other  countries,  a?  America  and  Ireland,  the 
cafe    is   wholly   different.     It 
that  only  twenty-eight  |  ie  reqr 

double  the  population  of  America,  without 
the  accefiion  of  foreigners.  And  in  Ireland, 
imtwithftanding  the  extraordinary  depopu- 
lation, by  entire  families  expatriating  them- 
felves,  the  growth  of  population  keep 

;>:d  ]>ace.     And  what  is  the  caufe  of  both 
thefc  effcfts  ? 

Obvioufly  this :  the  produce  of  the  land 
in    each    country    (  the    population. 

yVbcrcftS   ;>i  G;<at  Britain   the  confumption 

;ceds  the  produce,  and  confcqucntly  the 
high  },  provifions  chills  the  confidence 

of  vigorous  induftry,   in    its  <  ility  to 

fupport  ii  .nt  ofFsj  ,  ge- 

nerous 
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rvcrous  and  virtuous  pufHon 

and  i'  ECURITY 

.d  po- 

their  muft  important  con- 

!.t  the    inn 

neitic  love  of  thci: 

the  BEST  i  1C 

,   let  us   ice  t:  I  it 

Augmentation  of  the 

rcc  of  the  country   by   this  m 

re.    I  have  (late  :gtoPub- 

Documcnts,   :  ntdini 

f  acre 
larger  than  Scotlarui, 

>vc  twcnty-hx  millions, 
.11  the  whole, 

ording  to  :  jut  one  hundred 

millions  of  acres.    It  has  been  calculated,  t 
.jpport  about  three  pcrfc 
:idingthcnaturalfcrti. 

of  Ireland,  and  the  improvcabk  f  both 

cor.  I  fhall  take  but  onc-iixth  of  this 

caK  .  ;  that  is,inftcad  of  two  acre-  lap- 

poi  v  perfor. 

port  one,  conicqucntly  one  hundred  millions 

1      ;  Of 
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of  acres  give^f/Ax  millions  of  pcrfons.  Novy 
every  fourth  man,  with  reaped  to  a  whole 
population,  is  a  fen  nan  :  this  woulcj 

give  twelve  millions  and  a  half  of  men 
to  bear  arms ;  but  I  (hall  take  only  three- 
fourths  of  this  number,  that  is,  nine  mil- 
lions, fit  to  bear  arms ;  and  out  of  (hefe  nine 
millions,  I  (hall  fay,  that  only  one  million 
may  be  al  ::i  arms,  without  prejudice 

to  agriculture  -lc,  and  to  protedt  the 

other  forty-nine  millions  in  induftry  and 
peace.  Such  then  are  our  refourccs.  We 
inight  have  a  true  balance  of  power  in  our 
own  hands  at  home,  in  our  population,  our 
agriculture  and  trade,  and  defy  the  univerfe. 
God  and  nature  have  befriended  us  much  ; 
and  unlefs  we  be  enemies  to  ourfelves,  we 
may  be  the  happieft,  the  grcateft,  and  the 
ftrongeft  people  in  the  world. 

w  let  us  confider  the  waftes  in  an 
agricultural  view,  both  with  refpect  to  land 
and  cattle. 

2.  It  has  been  already  (hewn,  that  the  landed 

value  of  this  country  may  be  incrcated  above 

eighteen  millions  /rr  ann.  by  the  inclofures. 

An  objection  has   been,  however,    ftarted 

^  ,:inft 
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cattle, 

cat  mi. 
•. 

-M:  i    be  better  than   wclofed  grounds 
<i  ami  pro- 

! 

ing. 

Around  it  no 

ed  or  generor. 
upon    it.  :irrc  t! 

cither  frauds  arc  o  nt  is 

fo  large,  that  the  commons,  though  imd 
miration,  arc  of  little- 
pear  pcricm 
ry,  thai  th 

for  culture, 

import       .      '  time  of  Queen 

Anno,  the  ftock  of  the 
)mmoi; 

;c  rcfult  in  in- 


L  4  The 
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Th(  ,ttlc  fold  at  Si 

field  Marl. 


Btcf. 

Cilf. 

SI. 

Lamb. 

In  1710  —  570  lh. 

5olb. 

28  11). 

l81k 

1796  —  800 

148 

80 

5° 

Befide,  if  a  cow  be  fupportccl  for  nothing 
on  a  common,  and  another  at  the  cxpcnce 
of  is.  6J.  per  week  in  an  iqcloiure,  the 
latter,  when  fold,  will  bring  a  difference  of 
price  far  beyond  the  expencc  incurred  for 
her  fupport ;  and,  in  addition  to  which  (lie 
has  produced,  a  much  greater  quantity  of 
milk  than  the  cow  on  the  wafte. 

The  fheep  fed  and  paid  for  in  an  inclofure 
affords  ftill  a  more  ftriking  advantage  o 
the  fheep  fed  for  nothing  on  a  wafte  ;   and 
whether  we  confider  thcfe  wafte.,  in  a  j; 
fonal  or  national  point  of  view,  this  inftance 
will  prove,  that  a  right  of  common  is  of  very 
lilt'  ntage  in  it  <{uences,not  only 
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.1   imn. 
:y  of  keeping 

*- 

gro  il- 

ia 

of 

• 

I)Ur  ss* 

Surely   \\i 

gn.  :i- 

lion  of  t! 

.ry 

to  t:  .^nt 

re- 

3.    It.  will  r,  under    eve: 

flra  OITI  them. 

Ljpuiuls,  if  iuclofcd,  might  add  milli- 

J  turn:. 
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illioiis 
ditional  fir 

Inc  agriculture  -an<  arc  ah' 

,   and  con- 

fequently  by  inc  ,ic- 

I    nccei  lowers    then 

price,  and  enables  us  not  only  t<  ri- 

vals out  of  our  own,  markets  hut  to  under- 
fell  them  ia  their  own,  Th's  crTed  is  alfo 
followed  by  an  improvement  in  the  quality 

the  manufaclu;  ,  '>  an,  improvement  in 
the  workman's  (kill,  i>v  an,  increafe  in  the 
demand  for  his  prochu ':tions,  and  confequent- 

!>yan  incrcafe  in  the  quantity  ofmanuf.. 
tures,  and  the  r.iw  materials  of  which  they 
are  formed.     And  herein  appears  the 
ly  extending  influence  of  domeftic  impnr 
ment. 

Moreo\-er,  the  waftes  whereon  the  (heep 
now  dies  of  the  rot,  t  produce  an 

jntercft  for  the  capital  }  ar- 

chaic of  the  animal,  will,  if  inclofed,  pro- 
rlucc  wool,  \\!i'ch,  by  an  improvement  in 
quantity  and  quality,  may  obtain  a  million 
for  thofe  landlords  who  fhall  have  expended 
their  cafh  on  thefe  inclofures.  But  further: 

it 
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it  \sill  proiliii  :..mul  two  millions  to 

*ght  the  ftock 

r  the   :  v  his  art   in- 

pn  three- 

:  thus  wh:i  Jy 

c  commun 

1,  ir.i^ht  produce  nine  million* 
:wn  to  lu)th. 

In  co:  cfc  arc  ,  it 

apt  cforc  the    ! 

i   1800)   th ..'  ck 

jl  fold    for   y  .   !779»   :ln<'   f°r 

ii.    ir  1800 ;    ihould   \v<- 

>c  fuch  a  pernicious  fon- 
-    .  reducing  the 

re  of  t  :  h  the  in- 

cirn(e  of  its  qu:  But  it  has  been  : 

t  the  \^ay  to  increafc  the  quanti*  olf 

(^pcn   the  iiK'lolures;  forth-  not 

a  fuhVicncv  of  wool  as  heretofore,  the  fheep 

•d  at  three  and  four  in- 
e  and  fc\t-  .  .icy 

reafoning  is  ohvious:  for  the  very  i 
the  (hecp  !  ,iughtci  Jigcr,  c 

ics  the  docum^  en 

.ore 
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cir  inc: 

,  but 

\\  Inch  do 

Kiand  could  not  have  been  lup  :'>nnerly 

I:i  t  nil  the  • 

d  up.      I'Yoin  that  period  the 
ciai)ufa<5h;rc  incrc  J~,  1,200,000.  to 

/J.  2,000,000.   annually;    conleqccatlv    this 
incn  inption  could    no: 

•>\\tli  t -,  1  in- 

created.     It  was  not,!.  r,from  the  im- 

.tion   of  S])anilh    wool,    which   at   the 
Ligheft  average  had   not  augiriL    ' 
£.  120,000.  annually  (or  £.360,000.  v 
vorl.  )     And  iii  that  tiii>e,  the  impor- 

tation of  Irifli  woollen  yarn  had  diiv.inilhc-<} 
gonfl  ;   therefore  it  admits  of  no  i; 

that  the  ,;h    of  Kiv,lifh  I   in- 

crcailvi.    '1'i  .,  fit  oi" 

the  in. 

it,  that  this  manufadture  is  /uppoicd 
nploy  at  pic.il  ut  nearly  thre^  millions  of 
;  to  engage  in  buildings  and  ma- 
chinery, 

•  Mr.  Stranchliftc's  evidence  before  the  Houfc  of  Com- 
n>or.$. — Machinery  has  favcd  in  People  employed  as  71  i 
toi5f. 


•:*:b  a*:  /  Britain. 

-  ;  and 

:ic 
.:!e 
could    . 

.ould  \\ 

c  can  im- 
1  quantity 

<rcono 
•come  truly  rich  and  ! 

ilic  iiuluflrvand  peaceful  frugal: 

the  trii 

and    t:  ieft  mines  \        al- 

tui  -Ic, 

conftitutc  the  happineis  of  lu!  N-O:  ,  the 

•r  pro:. 

:\  is  true  j  :ul  the    real  ir 

cs. 

I  have  been   * 
of  this  p 

, 

•  Mr.  C.  RawJon  rta^d  bcfor  tiuny 

orders  were  returned. 

t   \M-.-rc  there  arc  mclofure*,    '          ctn  of  tlterru»> 
huftuiKi.  :"icial  gni  -h 

upportcd  by  impcrf-.xt  herbage. 
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t    I    truft    it,    utilitv,    i, 
its  .  will   plead    my    cxcufe.      h 

a  matt'  it  national  concern,  full,  to 

beholi!  mitous  in  their  effefts 

wii  to    manufaS;  ;riculturr, 

and   Ibciety.       Secondly,   great   loiTcs    have 

-oip/h  the  drain  of  bullio1. 
Tli  diminilhcd  in 

the  important  branches  of  the  tliftillcries  -f*, 
and  rmuuirartures  offtarch  and  hair  p< 
lVi:iti*!v,  the  fcarcity  of  grain  has  incrcai 
the  public  cxpences.     Fifthly,  the  bount 
paid  on  corn  were  fums  devoted  to  promote 
foreign  agriculture;  the  very  inter  cjl  of  which, 

if 

nc  fpccic  drawn  out  of  this  country  for  corn  im- 
ported, amounted  to  /.  2,400,000.  as  fhted  before,  p.  134. 
This  fpecic  has  been  fcnt  out  chiefly  in  guineas  (which 
are  intrinfica!)y  worth  2;.  -jd.  more  than  a  Louis) 
and  not  in  Louis.  About  eight  millions  of  fpecic  was 
brought  to  this  country  in  confcquence  of  the  French  Re- 
Toluiion>and  the  invafion  of  Flanders  and  Germany.  But 
fee  Louis  were  melted  down  ;  and  even  by  one  houfe,  no 
kis  a  number  than  70,000  a  day. 

•f  Alfo  a  lots  has  been  fudaincd  in  the  pork  fed  at  the 
;  which  forms  a  great  article  of  confumption 
the  lower  dalles. 
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;g  thcexpenccs  of  a  gc- 
cn  rm 

>ugh  not  yet  l>  he  dc- 

.ly, 

arcity  ai»d  tkaincls,  ad- 
was   ncccflury    for   the    an 
;:n-  nan 

.:i  adJi  rcqii;' 

:i  in  uffi^r,  in  :  tmcnts. 

i      hrhly,  an    additional    c 
cur  .ling  our  fleets  and  armies. 

.rilv  o,  a  greater  conlunipr 

mal  food,  and  thus  an  incrcafcd  )> 

.11  the  \  article  ich 

rely   felt   1 

the   low,   who    pine  under  mifery  and 

nd 

Ten,  ::ie  cor 

our  t; 

:  all  this  a\ild  b 

mcnt  of  a  li. 

cg- 
IA-: 
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fleft  how  Frederic  II.  gave  ftrength,  rich 
population, and  manufactures  to  his  count: 

\v  did  his  genius  create  his  empire,  and 

•nd  it  upon  a  rock-  of  gold  ?  Thus :  he 
devoted,  in  twenty  years,  six  MILLIONS  to 
the  ntion  of  wa/lcs.  This  promoted 

c  :ul  the  arts,  increafcd  his  re-. 

nu  \ilation,   and  trade,  dif charged  all 

his    cxpenceSj  and   gave  importance    to    ] 
empire.     Thus    was    he    enabled  not   only 
an  army  of  200,000  men,  but  to 
the  royal   coffers  with  TWELVE   MIL- 
LIONS for  his  fucceflbr.    The  application  is 
obvi 

\\c  have  new  countries  to  conquer  at 
home  by  the  plough-fhare,  far  iuperior  to 
thufc  which  we  have  fought  by  the  fword. 
an  lilarnl  of  wafte,  within  an  ifland 
of  induftry  ;  but  whatever  are  the  mifchiefs 
of  our  waftes,  and  bounty  laws,  they  admit 
of  (  ilblation,  it  is  that  their  magnitude 

marks  out  the  great  meafure  of  our  refources 
in  their  i<  .     And  we  are  now  forced 

by  the  effects  of  an  already  improved 
flate  i:i   agriculture,  which  increafes  popu- 

;on  ;  for  agriculture  and  population  ope* 

fate 
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.lutually  prorr. 
that  our  agriculture  has 
ulctl,  !  the  evidence  of  p;t 

it  our  popula- 
•  has  grown   with  our  agricultu 


even  years  fmcc  (1789)  it  was  reported  l> 
Board  of  Agriculture,  that  in  order  to  fupply  the  quan- 

corn  neccfljry  for  the  increafed  population  at  that 
'  X),coo  acres  of  land  more  ought  to  be  put 
•'*.     It  has  been  dated  through  the  ! 
cultural  Society,  that  160,000  acres  of  walic  lands  would 
be  rcquilitc;  and  calculating  on  an   annual  incrcaic  of 
1OO«OOO  in  the  numbers  of  population,  wh.  gene- 

rally received  citimnte,  a  further  yearly  improvement  of 
30,000  acres,  (or  about  one  acre  to  three  perfons)  would 
be  u 
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CHAP.    VI. 

Progrefs  and  State  of  Population  in  Great 
Britain  and  Europe. 

TT  has  be  ted,  by  men  of  great  genius 

and  difccrnment,  that  there  is  not  now  on 
the  face  of  the  earth  the  fiftieth  part  of 
mankind  which  exifted  in  the  time  of  Julius 
Caefar  *.  This  however  has  been  ably  con- 
troverted by  I  lumc,  with  rcfpccl  to  the  coun- 
tries which  compofe  the  i  ancient 
hiftory.  And  indeed  the  proof  of  the  popu- 
loufnels  of  antiquity,  which  is  advanced  in 
the  imaginary  youth  or  vigour  of  the  world, 
will  fcarcely  be  admitted.  Inftead  of  exa- 
mining phyfical  caufcs  on  fuch  a  fubjecl,  our 
enquiry  (hould  be  into  facls,  many  of  which 
however  are  fo  involved  in  fable,  that  in- 
ftead  of  ferving  the  purpofes  of  philofophy 
they  (hould  be  abandoned  to  the  embellifh- 

meiits 

•  L'Efprit  dc  Loix,  liv.  joiiii.  cap.  17,  iS,  19. 
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.tors.  ; 

cauics  be   adn 

of  thr 

commcrc  rgu- 

j  unknown 

jc  three 

line. 

s  blood)  *, 

and  the  rges  of  the  fmall- 

.e  been  dii- 
:ic. 

turn  to  the  beft authenticated  fafls, 
tall  ha\c  faflion  on  the 

of  (Jr 

days,  far  beyond  its  numbers   in 
tunes* 

on 

the  arrival  of  the   \ 

(1   at    aKnvj   t 
'lions    (Lord    ^  jufticc 

;ul  King)     -     -     -     -   2,000,000 

In 

0  Cxfar  ufcd  to  bend,  that  there  had  f.'lcn  in  batdc 
agaiull  him  1,192,^00  mm;  bcGdc  thoft  who  pcriibeJ  ia 

2?. 
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In  the  time  of  Kd\\ .  III.  :K- 
cording  to  a  fublklv-roll,  which 
furniihcs  data  for  a  calcula- 
tion, tiie  population  of  Eng- 
land and  Walts,  was  above 
two  millions  (Chalmers)  -  2,092,378 


In  the  time  of  Elizabeth,  the 
numbers  of  lighting  men,  ac- 
cording to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh, 
were  one  million  fevcn  hun- 
dred and  feventy-two  thou- 
fand,  which  being  multiplied 
by  four,  give  a  population  of  -  4,688,000 

In  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  the 
population  of  England  and 
Wales  was,  according  to  Sir 
\\  illiam  Petty  .....  6,000,000 

In  the  time  of  the  Revolution, 
the  number  of  inhabited  houfes 
was  one  million  three  hundred 
thoufand,  and  of  families  one 
million  three  hundred  and 
n.xty  thoufaiul:  multiply  the 
houfes  by  ii\c  (though 
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may   be   about 
two  more)   and  it  fhc 

!.c      -      -  00,000 


to  cai  dc 

time  of  QIK 

cafe  of  popu- 

-J  I))   t  ;i  \\  ith 

i  of  population,   lo  that 
numbers  of  ;'  ip- 

jKar  to  have  been  in  the  time 
of  George    I.       ^ut  tuo  inil- 

, 
1  by  four,  give    -     -  8,220,000 

the  commencement  of  the 

•-{)- 
pea  calmer 

re  were  in  this  ifland  full 
two  millions  three  hundred 
and  fifty  thoufand  fighting 
men,  which  multiplied  by  four, 
give  --------  9,400,000 


The 
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The  manner  of  comput  j. illation  by 

the  returns  of  1  was 

rly    followed   by   Dr.  Pi  I'hc    iu- 

creafe  of  commerce,  manufa6hires,  agricul- 
ture, and  births,  tend  to  corroborate  the 
more  accurate  couclufions  of  his  antago- 
nifts. 

.  Chalmers,  multiplying  the 
dwellings    in    i.  1    and 

Wales  1, 586,000  by  5 1, 1 

•  population  of  thofe  places 
to  amount  to  about  -     -     -     8,447,000 

number  \vc  add   the 
population   of  Scotlam 
fhall    Ixive    for    the    whole 
ifland  above  ten  millions,  or 
about-     ------   10,017,000 


Mr.  Becke  ftates  the  extic;; 
of  the    c  aiou   of  our 

IK;  ;i   Kngfand    and 

\\"ides  to  be,  at  prelim,  nine 
11  ions   and   an   half;    and 
ten  millions  and  an  half  or 
about  eleven  millions ;    and 

the 
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the  ;  ion  of  Great  I 

laft    edit.)   at 
:illd 
an  1  .-.-..    12,650,500 


This  gcntK 

:id 

i  to  ITVJ 
•eforc  only  ft;: 

:  -       I  .c-d 

to  take  the  middle  w;i 

.   thole  ;!i- 

out  pretending  to  more  :i 

.in  otlu  lit 

fo  difficult  *.     I  are  of 

the  errors  into  \\ 

be  led  by  the 
ret  at     the  office, 

<iing     1: 

cm  as  far  as  -ty  of 

coml)inations  can  direcl  me, 

hich  arc  unnccefTary  to 

be  d  here 

dined 

•  Moth  ;c  cnumc  >w  ordered  by 

liiment  could  give  complete  Citiifc&ion  on  this  impor- 
tant fubjca. 

M 
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clined   to  fuppofe   the  num- 
ber of  houfcs  in  England  and 
\VJ,  I    to    amount    to    about 
2,022,270,  which,  multiplied 
by     .         the  number  of  per- 
fons  in  each,  gi\t   a  prcxL 
of--------   10,01 1,350 

To  this,  Scotland  is  to  be  added, 
which,  in  conformity  with 
Mr.  Beeke,  I  compute  at 
about  one  ievcnth  of  the 
foregoing,  or  -  -  -  -  -  1,430,143 

This  gives  a  total  population  of    1 1,441,493 

The  increafc  of  population  from  the  time 
cf  the  Normans  to  the  Revolution  was  four 
millions  and  an  half;  from  tl:  >lution 

to  the  :  time  nearly  fi\e  millions 

cording    to    the    above    eftimatc,  wl:. 
more  than    a    million    under   Mr.    Beel. 
eft i  mate.     Consequently,  the  population  of  this 
country  has  increafcd  much  more   in  the  lajl 
century    th.vi    it   had  done    during  aboTc  fix 
hundred  years  before.     Such   are  the  cffeds 
of  induftry  and  commerce  ;  and  fo  far  is  r 
Jlatc  of  the  nation  improved  in  its  ftrcngth. 

To 
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To  this   populate  im- 

bcrs  of  Ire 

total   of   FITTEK  at  tlx 

doff  of  the  eighteenth  cent 

id  were   in  1660, 
r  William 

In  1724,  a. 
to  I) 

thoufaiul.      In   tlu-  i    they   \ 

been  cfl  .ir  mill, 

an  h  t  four  millions 

. 

mill:  .1  inclined,  hv»  .   to  take 

the  i  .:K*C   alfo  under 

,   and  ;  -bout   t 

There  arc   701,102 

In  mul- 

tiplied  I-  .  the  pTvk-nt 

fa    the    harracl 

public  oii'  :id 

,  and  1 

i     the 
count. 

ho 
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ho  iy  of  Uul>! 

arc  cr  '  y, 

the    numbers  will  be   three 
millions   eight   hundred   and 

d,    which     ni. 

be   ii'  If  this 

be    added     to    Mr.    II 
eftimate    of    Great    Britain, 
it  gives  a  population  of  t; 
Uiiitv.  1    kiiu-dr-ni     of     ^ 
Britain  and  Ircla:  .lount- 

ing  to  above  fixtcen  millions 
ifld  an  half    -     -     -     -     -    16,500,500 

idecl  to  mine,  it  gives  above 
ffteen  millions  and  a  quarter  -   1 5,29 1 ,493 

I  have  fixed  on  an  under  eftimate,  that 
I  might  not   feem    to  over-rate   a  eft 

which   is  connefted   with    the   greatly  im- 
proved ftate  of  the    kingdom  within    t! 
century. 

1  lo'.vcvt-r,  hfilde    the    f  e    of   f 

as  to  the   nr  of  houfes,  as   to  whole 

towns  having  iprung  up  in  manufucluring 
counties,  and  as  to  a  confiderable  increafe  of 
Jthc  number  of  families  :  '  coun- 

6 
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-ties  ;  it  tlv 

•tul  augnx  the 

uianu' 
create  of  t: 

iture  is  proved 

.ithentic  ducur  before 

.turc  we  h. 
uibled 
large  amou 

I  dcficie 
ccfla 

gc   amount  *  : 
rani 

we  t  <1  fora.  at  prc- 

c   our    ;  i    is   in- 

s  thq  i; 

:s  up  to 
1795  the  c;i 
alcne  had  augnieii:  ly  in  number 


•  According  to  accounts   laid  before   the  Ffoufe  of 
£ommon<,  Nov.  18,  1800,  the  wheat  imported  kft  year 
;itwl  to  above  fix  millions  anU  an  hall  ftcrling. 
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32,854  heads,  and  203,290  fhecp  ;  and  bc- 
fide  this  increaic  in  number,  they  had  in- 
created  in  iizc  much  more  than  double  dur- 
ing the  cc-ntur 

In  the  parifh  of  St.  Mary-le-Bonc,  the  im- 
provement has  been  prodigious.  In  1687, 
the  poor  rate  was  charged  on  86  perKms;  in 
1/99,  on  6,500  perfons.  And  in  the  coun- 
try alfof  where  exaft  parochial  enumerations 
have  been  made,  the  population  has  in- 
creafed  one  third  during  the  centurv. 

This  certainly  does  not  prove  the  entire 
ftate  of  the  nation  ;  but  as  the  ocean  is  com- 
pofed  of  drops,  and  the  univcrie  of  atoms, 
ib  does  the  entire  ftate  of  the  nation  con- 
fift  of  colleaed  fads. 

All  fpeculative  inferences  on  population 
muft  be  admitted  with  extreme  caution; 
for  we  find  that  even  the  ableft  men 
of  antiquity  have  been  thus  led  into  mil- 
takes.  ,  who  through  the  hu- 
mour of  praiiing  the  part,  blame  the  pre- 
fcnt,  and  deliver  fad  and  folemn  oracles 
about  the  future,  muft  be  heard  with  diffi- 
dent of  the  profoundeft  judg- 
,  and  moft  iearning,  have 

likewife 
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rnote 

Diodorus  .S 

it  the  r.  noft  po- 

pulov  II 

late  times,  with  re •!,  and  the 

growing  prolj>crity  oft!.. 

It  were  i,  :k  to  (1 

i  modern  times, 

that  the  ju  ;  «  has  incrcafcd. 

But  inftead  of  a  coin; 

in   i  emote  and  prc! 

•rtance  t  >  know  the 

(late  c;  ,  that  of 

other  countries,  during  our  own  days. 
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The   Authorities    for    the    following  Efti- 

are,    Bufchii 
])'A:u:u!a,    Necker,    M 
1  I    1  ,  S    ilb'zcr,  and  G. 


STATES.  POPULAT 

1.  Ruffian  Emj  -     -     -     26,195,000 

•ion. 

2.  Auftrian  States    in    Ger- 

many and  elfewhere     -     27,800,000 

With  Poll  A  addition. 

3.  France,  anticut  limits       -     2  j,oco,ooo 

DJminiihr  1  by  Revo- 
lation  to  19  mi,. 

4.  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  -      15,291,493 

Aco  :  tiicrs 

16'  ir.iliions. 

5.  Spain      ------      10,500, 

6.  Pruffia     ------       9,764,509 

With  Polifli  addition. 

(Poland   -     -  8,500,000) 

7.  Sardinia  (Italy)       -     -     -       3,170,000 

8.  S\ve<!  -----       3,000,000 

9.  Venetian  States  (Italy)     *       2,600,000 

ic.  United 
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ITATES. 

10.  1  :  lands     -  500,000 

n.  i  .....     2,360,000 

0  -          230,000 

!;-----       ,200,000 

M-    ' 

. 

•cs      ....  2,000,000 

1 6.  Electorate  of  Saxony,  Ccr.  1,870,000 
uul  Duchy  of  Tufca: 

-     -     -     -     -     -  1,000,000 

1 8.  Electorate   of    Brun  ]      850,000 

(l      ""I        ~     -     -     -ji,ooo°,ooo 

19.  Duchy     of     N  ^bcrj, 

Germ        -     -     -     -     -        585,000 

20.  Electorate  of  Cologne,  C  550,000 

21.  i  L  i:    Caflcl,  Gcrma  ,000 

-     -     -     -  400,000 

23.  Electorate  of  Me  -cr.  320 

24.  Modcn  -     ...  320,000 

25.  Eleftoratc  of  Trcvcs,  (  30: 
Mcoklcuburgli,                      -  300,000 

nit,  Gci;  -     joo,ooo 

28.  Arclibi.1  :/-- 

.   250,000 

. 


29.  Parma, 


i76 

29. 
30. 


33- 

34- 

35- 
3*. 
37- 
33- 

39- 

4o. 

4i. 

42. 

43- 
44- 

45- 
46. 

47- 
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STATES.  POPULATION. 

Parma,  Italy  -----  250,000 

Liege,  Germany  -     -     -     -  200,000 

rmany      -      -  200,000 

Baaden,  Germany      -     -     -  200,000 

Bruniwick  Wolfcnbuttle,  Gcr.  1 85,000 

\n1pacli     -      -     -      185,000 
Pnina* 

Bamberg,  Germany  - 

Saxc  Gotha,  Germany  -  - 

Malta,  Italy  -     -     -  -  - 

Naflau,  Germany      -  -  - 


Ofnaburg,  Germany 


Lucca,  Italy  -  -  -  - 
Anhalt,  Germany  -  - 
Schwartzburg,  Germany 
Oldenburg,  Germany  - 
Fulda,  Germany  -  -  - 


180,000 
156,000 
150,000 
130,000 
i  20,000 

120,000 

IOO,OOO 

IOO,OOO 

85,000 

8o,OOO 


Lipc  Schauenburg,  Germany      67,000 
Zweybrucken,  Germany  65,000 

Ragufa,  Italy 56,000 


Ottoman 
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S! 


Ottc  -      49,OOOtOOO 



8,000,000 

ia       -----     36,000,000 

5,000,000 

Italy      ------      16,250,000 

-     -  -  26,000, 

According  to  Bufching  -  25,000,000 

ing  to  Ciomc  -  27,401,000 

:erer  -  24,000,000 


Iii    this   enumeration   of  States  accord- 
ing   to   their   population,    it   appears  that 
Britain  holds  the  fourth  place.     But  in  or- 
der to  eftimatc  the  pofitivc  or  relative  rank 
\ve  muft  throw  into  the  balance 
the  \v          -.eight  of  refources  which  belong 
\vhcthcr  they  be  in  commerce  or 
intcrnt'  the  tall  .1.    And 

N  Ml 
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not  only  fuch  an  eftimate  of  territory,  t: 
and  population,  but  their  revenues,  tog( 
\\ith  their    naval   and  military   power,   arc 
to   be  confidcred.      With    all    tliele   in    the 
fcale,  we  behold  the  ftate  of  Gi  itain 

decidedly  prcponderai 

Let  us  now  cafl  an  eye  over  its  naval 
and  military  ftatc. 
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CI  \II. 

rjal  Pou'fr  of 
n. 

\T  i  1  prudence  have  at 

dir  i   ftand 

in  the  balance  of  power 

pe.    Sometimes  an  im|)rudcnt  vche* 

^r  on  r  ,  fbmctimcs  towering  am- 

1  in  concurrence 

both  of  the  conftant  and   important 

mm^rcc  ha  aded 

our  until   it    is    now    bccooit 

the  grand    relent  on   all  \inlation*  of    the 

Europeit  QCC,      So  long  as    this   ba- 

.tions,  (b  long  ought  they 

;n  one  great  imperative  1. 

i  controul  in  juft  hands.     The  ne- 

ccffity    of  fuch   a   controul   never    perhaps 

ft    than    in   thefc    days: 

itv   of   the    balance   comes 'down 

n  t  J    by  the  c  :  wifdom  of 

ages.     In  anticnt  timrs,  when  there  was  no 

N  2.  cou- 
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con:  inbination  to  fupport  a  ba- 

lance of  power  and  ixfift  the    l\  rapid 

crown  (1    ambi- 

tion.    l>r,t  when  '  f  power  was 

of 
Alcibiades  to  Tiflfap  ,   the  d;  :ic 

(Ian  empire  was  preserved  near  a  cen- 
tury.  \Yhcrcas  \\hcn  it  was  loft  fight  cf 
for  a  moment,  after  the  firil  appearance 

.  ring  genius  of  Philip,  this  neglccl  brought 
that  lofty  edifice  to  the  duft  with  a  rapiditv 
which  there  are  few  inftances  in  the  hiflory' 
of  mankind. 

An  anxiety  to  prclcrvc  this  balance  i; 
obvioufly  coniiilcnt  with  the  common  fenfe 
of  all  ages,  and  the  common  good  of  all 
nations.  But  I  repeat  it,  that  in  no  pe- 
riod, and  in  no  country  more  than  in 

;opc  at  this  clay,  has  there  been  a  louder 
appeal  made  to  the  intcrefts  and  judgment 
of  mankind  for  the  preservation  of  this  ba- 
lance. And  in  conformity  to  v  ^  it  is 
thought  by  1^  .tain  IK  ;ii* 
and  never  ought,  to  iu  oo 
which  adds  the  Netherlands  either  to  the 
territor 

'1  his 
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!c    ma 

ncrnv 

It    has 
v-ontriluitc.  :orraicl:. 

ui   foes,  and  a  bulwark  for 
and    her    all  c    progrtli 

i    of    i  be 

:;is  no 
d    i>f    the    ;•  jlh 

Tons. 

^985    -    - 
.    the    I 
\\  illiam,  1688  -     -  ic  : 

r    the 

acceffion   of  Qu 

Anne,  1704       -     -  i    ;,;    4  -  -  4^^oo 
of 

On    the     ac\  of 

3,4  »0 
1800     -     -     -     -  790t95°    -    120,009 

Augmcntci!,    <h.  \  ^nt 

49°>534  tons. 

N  3  us 
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Thus  we  perceive   that    thu  has  in- 

ert •    its  i\-.  .  at  glorii 

>ch  of  the   in 

about  31,003  ;o,ooo   i  and 

it    has   inca  or 

fines  the  time  of"  the  Revolution,  as  from 
101,00010790,000;  and  it  has  incrcaicd 
ilncc  the  acv  of  hi  or  in 

about  ^  above   222,000  tons  ;A 

than    it    had   clone  during 
furies  he  fore. 

Such  is  i:  ive  ftate  compared  with 

itfelf :  now  let  us  fee  its  relative  ftate  com- 
pared with  that  of  France. 

It  appears  by  a  comparative  lift  ] 
fore  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  1693,  t'lat 
the  Englifli  and  French  fleets  .,ly 

equal,  the  difference  in  the  total  number 
being  but  16  in  favour  of  iglifh. 

Whereas  by  the  French  lift,  ;  i»ly 

an  exaggerated  one,  publifhed  in  1799,  tli 
fleet  confifted  of  48  fhips  of  the  lin 
335  friga*csi  gallics,  ftore-ihips,  gun- boats, 
gun-pinnacer.  in  fine, 

fmall  warlike  craft,  which  altogether  me. 
a  total  of  383;  and  at  the  fame  period  our 
x  fL 
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1  Hoops,  alone 

11     iHimhc: 

kublt  \  ,  ac- 

i  more,  were  we  to  limit   t 

to  (hips  of  the  line, 
:    .      !!.:• 

nch 
icen, 

of  383  manner 

amounts    t  >    i , 

iliiring  790,950  tons: 
ungrateful  to  :i 
1,30  the 

.cut  of  the  NAVAL  STRENGTH  of 

•i  : 

N'cfShipt.    COM. 
26,766 

V95 


660,550 
29400 


103 


W« 


050 


lion    -     -     -     -    660 

J  cutters,  &        -     -     235 
In   ordinary,   bull 

-     -     -     - 
Total 
Dutch  fhips  in  th 

-J 

;  and  Total     -     - 

ihc  war  to  December  7    ^^ 

" 
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We   (hall  be    furniflud    \\ith   a    decided 
proof  of  the  great  naval  d  dine-  of  Fram 
by  comparing   the    1  »h   it- 

fclf    at    different    p  ugh     i 

armies  of  Louis  .\  \  \  .  .ilomfh- 

ment  of   all  and    the    : 
t)ie  nations  of  Europe,  for   he  kept  in  pay 
above   400,000   men,    and    from  the  time 
of  Mazarine's   death  to   his   own   v%  as 
gaged  in  a  courfe  of  war;  that   laAVd  n- 
thirty  years;  yet  his  navy  con fi fled  at  t 
fame  moment  of    Jio    fhips  of    the    line, 
and  of  690  fubordinate  fliips  of  wv.r,  ^\1.' 
make  a  total  of  780.     \\'b  nt, 

according  to  what   is  pro! 
rated  account,  and  vvhc 
boat  and   pinnace    is   included,   it    app< 
that  the  French  navy  amounts  to  hut  383. 

The   foregoing  detail   of    the    inarit- 
force  of  Great  Britain   and   Fiance   might 
have  been  omitted  as  to  any  objeft  of  com; 
rifon  between  thefc  two  power?,  at  a  moment 
when  the  navy  of  Grc  proved 

the  broad  fhield  of  the  imiverfe ;  but  as  it 
enables  us  to  compare  Great  Britain  with 
rfelf  at  diftant  periods,  it  furnifhes  no  fmall 

ound  of  far.  >n. 

f. 


Slrnyb  and  Ofultnce  tf  Gru^  BHutiM.     1 9  $ 

a  ihort  of  the 

mila  to  the 

.iccount  of  our  imval  pc 

our  commerce  and 
•    \\hii  11  dcmonl 

j 
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C  H  A  P.     VIII. 

Progrefs  of  the  Great 

Britain. 

/CHARLES  VII.  of  France  fir/I  efta- 
^^^  blifhed    (landing     armies     in    m< 
times  about  the  year  1440.     Henry  VII. 
En-land    imitated   the  example  of  Charles 
by  inftituting  the  yeomen  of  the  guard  in 
1486;    and   Elizabeth,   by  inftituting    the 
band  of  gentlemcn-penfioners  in  1 590.    The 
foundation    of  a    (landing   army  ig- 

not  laid  however  till    Charles  II. 
rar  ment   of  foot    in    1650,    and 

%i  1660  the  meaiure  was  confirm L  his 

raiting  the  Coldftream  regiment  of  Guards 
for  h;  :i   another  regiment  of 

foot  and  two  troops  of  1 

;n^nrr.  dly 

incrcal  :ig   of  this  centi 

and  have  fnice  been  augmented  on  the  oc- 

cafions 
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.s  of  the  Scotch  r 

and 

numl>cr  was 

alv 

blifhment 

in  the  |x»i  it  no\\ 

• 
con  filled  in  the  jaar    1800  of  above 

,401). 
Vitain  t 

.ot  hliiul    to   the 
unjuft     to    the     i  ikill 

acquire  :ich  in  conti- 

acknowledge  their  gen 
i  admit 

Oi:  it   ftatc,  and  the  paft  atchicvc- 

its  of  our  forefather  -olden  us 

th.      The  monuments  of  Britifh  \ 
r  come  do  'ie 

.cs  of  1. 

xploits  ft. 

46,  one  hundred  thi 

in». 
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Engliili.  At  Poiclicrst; 

.ilu-d,  in  135' 

number  of  his  I. 
great  clay   ot  1415,    I  km;    \  . 

'      '  Ivc 

thoufand   En/iilh.       In    1513,    i 
battle  of  wherein    1 

made  pri(<  v  \  III.  to  n, 

ince  tremble  e\cn   to  it,  capital  '.     The 
'.rn    of  Anne     produced     triunij>li 

. 

*  To  regain   the  ancient  rights  or  1,   Henry 

\  III.    firft    fent  his   herald    Cl.ircncicux   into    Fiance, 

roughly  demanding  the  dutchics  of  iric, 

:n,  and  Anjou,  and  with  them  the  crown  of  France. 

nobles  before  lam,  and   afterwards 

followed  himfdf  to  Terouanne,  where  he  raifcd  his  royal 

dard  of  the  Red  Dragon,  and  inverted  the  to- 
a  fiege.     Hither  the  emperor  Maximilian  r 
to  the  great  honour  of  Henry,  entered  into  his  pr. 

c  with  a  rofe,  the  k 
as  his  faithful  fold 

Lewis  advanced  to  Amien  ijtcr- 

mincd  to  throw  r  itrailles  ap- 

peared at  the  head  of  eight  hundred  h 

KH  carried  a  lack  of  gunpov/i\  r   behind  him,  and  t 
quarters  of  bac< 

and  unexpecl  -!  nglifli  camp,  and  fur- 

mc  ,  sliced  to  the  fofie  of  the  to 

when 
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• 
c-s  of  Crcfly  and  of  A 


.  n  threw  down  hit  burthen.     They 
the  gallop,  and  were  fb  fortunate 
-S  the  Knglilh,  and  to  receive 
'tis  dangerous  attempt. 

the  Knglilh  had,  fuc  11  revenge  for  the 

infuh.     i  i .-:.:;,  ;...  i  rcc  -»vt,i  .«,t  -lligcncc  of  the  approach 
of  th<  ,  who  had  advanced  to  protect  tl, 

:raillcs,  and  he  ordered  tome  troops  to  pafs 

the  Lit  in  order  to  oppose  them.     The  cavalry  of  France 

confilKti  chiefly  of  gc  who  bad  behaved  with 

iefperate  actions  in  Italy;   yrt, 

being  overawed  by  tae  appearance  and  conduct  of  the 

they  took  to  fl  gbt,  loft   fix  of  their  (iandards, 

and  many  of  their  officers  of  d  I 'he    DuJt* 

of  Lsngucviiiti  who  commanded  th  was  mad* 

irkt\  upon  whom  the  king  coo* 

fcrred  the  arms  of  Lun  i  as  an  honour - 

.;  imnumt  iveri 

of  tht  vittary  if  Spurs  " 

:hc  battle  c  place  v. 

fought  on  the  i6th  of  Augutt  1513,.  >  but 

.only  the  BattU  of  Spurt ^  bcc.t  .  that 

.Tiade  more  ufc  of  their  fpi,  .vords 

ilitary  weapons  |.       Chevalier    Ba;. 

prodigies  of  valour  in  t! 
.]  he  could  not  efcape,  chanced  to  call  rm  eyes  on 

an 

•  mint,  ndRcconUof  Coikft  of  Ano*,  «•-• 

.•r. 
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,    :C   mnr.cnnis    hat;  lit   and 

igh, though  they 

an  Englifh  off  had  rctir  nifclf  after 

the  fatigues  of  the  day.     "  Yield,"  L:<J    ]>.iy.tul,  «  or 
you  die."    The  other,  imagining  that  Bayard  was  lap- 
ported  by  a  body  of  foldiers,  afked  the   name   < 
captor.     ll  I  am,"   ;  Chevalier  Bayard  ;  and 

now  in  my  turn  I  fin-render  myfelf  prifoner  to  yg;t."  Soon 
alter  Bayard  propofed  to  leave  the  Englilh  camp,  and  re- 
turn to  his  friends,  a  plan  which  his  captor  opj 
he  would  pay  a  ranfom.  "  And  where,"  fatd  Bayard, 
«  is  the  ranfom  which  on  your  fide  you  owe  to  me  ?" 
This  odd  difputc  was  brought  before  Henry  VIII.  who  in 
pcrfon  commanded  the  Englifh  army, and  he  adjudged  that 
no  ranfom  fhould  be  paid  by  either  party.  (Vie  (J 
yard.)  The  French  engaged  in  this  difgraceful  combat 
were  all  cavalry,  and  the  beft  warriors  of  the  nation : 
the  Duke  de  Longueville,  the  Chevalier  B.  yette, 

&C.&C.    (Herbert.) 

After  fo  confiderable  an  advantage,  the  king,  who  was 
at  the  head  of  a  complete   army  of  fifty  thoufand  nun, 
might  have  made  incurfions  to  the  gates  of 
fprcad  confufion  and  defoL.tion  every  where.      S^ 
ever  was  the*  French  nation  *  in  greater  danger,  or  Icfs  in 
a  condition  to  defend  itfelf  againft  the  powerful  armies 
which  on  every  fide  afiailed  or  thrcatti  vcn  many 

of  the  inhabitants  of  Paris,  who  believed  thcmfclvcs  ex- 
pofed  to  the  rapacity  and  viohncc  of  the  enemy,  began  to 
diflodgc,  without  knowing  what  place  could  afford  them 
greater  fecurity  and  protection. 

•  Hume. 
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.1   add  i  t  ion 
;:  .        i 

:ul  nothing  now  as  of 

though   it   be 

tmj>t\   lull   c >!itinucs   to   be  will 

,  the 
:  uni&iid 

men,  maintained  :  plain 

hundred 

thoufand  troop;,  inchuling  a  numerous  ca- 
1  artillci\  :     "  Let  us  be  filcnt  on 
' 

our  inabilit .  .c  battle 

1 1 .  holds 
a   no    Ids  glorious  monument* 

>,  the  Duke  of    / 

at    1  thou:.  :tiih 

troops   and  an  Auftriari   regiment,    routed 
^rmy  of  ach, 

the    lols  of  five  thoui  en    and 

moi;  mnon.  too   h 

i   the   at 

c  of  Acre, 

and  .cfeat   of     i  all 

\etcran      ,  almuii    \. 
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out   a   parallel.     Sir    Sidney,    with    a    il 

is  collected  from  the  Fix -nch  flotilla  wlii 

had   been  taken,  and  about  lumdi 

•<>gcthcr  with  fomc  undifci- 
plined    Turks,     defeated     fifteen     thouland 
French,   the    conquerors   of   Germany   and 
Italy;  and,  with  about  two  hundred  of  \\ 
brave  fellows*  this  great  and  gallant  man; 
aceomp;in:ir  by  his  able  fupporter  Sir  John 
Douglas,  made  a  fortic  from  Acre   againft 
Tight   thoufand  French,  and   kept   them   at 
bay  until   their  works  and  mine  were  de- 
ftroyed,  or  Acre  would  have  fallen.     Many 
other  examples  might  be   enumerated,  but 
thcfe  are  iufficient  to  /hew  that  neith 
part  nor  the  prefent  times,  when  we  have 
above  three  hundred  thoufand  men  in  arm?, 
furnifh   any   ground  of  apprehenfion   with 
eft  to  France. 

It'thcle  enemies,  who  threaten  the  United 
kingdom,  fhould  dare  to  invade  it,  they  will 
find  our  ftate  not  to  be  fuch  as  that  which 
has  facilitated  their  conquefts  throughout 
irope.  Such  an  attempt,  however,  is  cer- 
tainly pofllblc,  bccauic  we  fee  that  no  vigi- 
lauce  of  commanders,  and  no  numbers  of 

fleets 
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:n  the  key 

the  .1  gute  : 

uc  all  XVV.I^'.TS  mill: 

.c   all   the    latitude,   \\li. 

the  k  :\  I   but 

they    would    :  of 

.    and    na\i^ati 

.dcr    it  from    one  ciul    to   the 

other.      Let   the  enctnv  pc  : 

i   the  maxim, 
,n    mini    Tub.. 

Llov. .      \\  the  precau- 

•A  here  in,   as  Deau  Tuck 

,  that  i-.  .c  en- 

gagement.    C  .y   our  ligi 

n  tlicir  con  .g   their  n 

gazines,    and  n    in    pcrpcf 

!:ile   annoxi-d  up-;i  t!u-ir  >y 

our 

retard 


• 

.VII 

. 

ift  reti: 
or  terminate  his  felly  in  defeat. 

;•  to   th<  of  the 

c  of  pr. 

fr,  the       !  inn  ft  1>< 

•  Jo- 
of 

i  be  fat 

,  the  re  ^  power  woul  >ic, 

without  contnift  or   oppoiition,  to 

.     And 

ith 
:d   eommoii   j 

looked,  nc  it 

•  ^lie- 
power  fhe  "f  iiich  I 

• 
their  r  !l  it. 

>  on  a  timilar 
:\.in    ii 
to    the 

is  ;   and  herein,  li 

of 

OUt     ! 

6 
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terms :  -origin 

balance  *  it  happily  this  Ui 

lorn  holds  her  de-ton 
1  itrcn 
Let  us  however  for  a  moment  caft 

tcment 

puhlifhed  \v  >!>mc 

go- 
ranee. 


O  a  STATEMENT 
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•  from  a  French  Paper,  \vhich 

1800. 

j;land    has   fpent    in    eight   ; 
hunclrccl   millions;   the   emperor  and   other 
CQptinental  powers,  a  milliard  of  livres  and 

hundr  1  men, to  rcdur 

The  rcfult  of  this  has  been,   that    1  iolland, 
:^ium,  the  Banks  of  the  Rhine  and  of  the 
Danube,  Switzerland,  Pi  ,  !  1\, 

tCS  of  Genoa,    V  .    Tufcanv,    Paj 

tcs,  Na,  .   bav<    paid   in   contribu- 

tions, forced  loans,  requilition  u'C 

than  t\vo  milliards  to  the  French  armies. 

The  line  of  demarcation   is   an  unexam- 
pled   fpec'taclc   fince   the    conquefts  of  i 
Romans.     The   French  armies  have    con- 
quered countries  equal   in  power  to  Fiance 
.  iclf.      Let  us  calculate, 

Belgium  furniflied  16  millions  and 

16,000  men  to  Auftria  ;  now  it  Mcn« 

can  pay  or  furnifli     -     -     -     -  3->ooo 

Holland  pa;  s      -....-  25,000 

c  can  furnifli  in  auxiliaries  25,000 
The  left  bank  of  the  Rhine  can 

.  ;;t  leaft      -      -  38,000 

i  :  or  \vard      -     120.-. 
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MM. 

Brought  forward     -     i  i 0,000 
\ 'ho   c  i    the 

rig!  om 

Dud 

:hc  Bar  the 

i  pay  and  iup|K>r. 

' -          : 

i      -     --..-    j  j  8,000 
•id  county  »  -      -       1O,OOO 

-...--. 

^republic  can  tak 
It  can  furniih     ------       20,000 

•  cuoa  and  Luc 
-     -     - 10,000 

Total     -     -     268,000 
Whicli  the  countries  conquered 
mce,  up  to  June  1800, 
.iv  or  furnifh. 

./r  \\ithout  effort  can  pay      -     :,:,ooo 

1  -      -  500,000 

number   the    French   republic  can 

11   a   continental    pt;  1  on 

the   :  tion  that  (he  fhall   keep  up  an 

tr 
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.  on  the  ac'liuil  line  from  Groningcn   to 

m    Ra  10    Hoi 

and  LIK 


I  (hall  nil  comments  on  this  paper 

to  the  reader's  own  judgment,  and  will  only 
obfcrvc,  that  notwithstanding   all  thcfc  fclf- 
ps    to    Ixnr    ofF    the    weight, 
ancc  can  fupport  only  232,000  me- 
till  a  continental   pf  h   at   1 

<  wn  rcprefentation  in  . 
torious  conqueft  and  pov. 

Withe  further  attention  to  the  pre- 

ceding paper,   I   flrall  -gi\\ 
view  of  the  principal  States  of  I  >ut 

with  refpecl   to  the    navies   of  feme  of  the 
powers,  I  hold   it  right  to  m  .   that  I 

anxioufly  fought,  though  I  vet  fuc- 

ceecled  in  obtain  unications 

which  approach   to  of  I  .      My 

thorities   at   prcfent,     I.owcvcr,     are    the 
latefl  Stati 


A  COM- 
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Were    we   to  compare   our  ability    with 
that  of  France,  it  would  appear  thus : 

The  French  flute  exceeds  the  Britifh  em- 
pire  in  Kurope  more  than  one-third   in  tcr- 
,   and   in  population  as  about  19   to  15 
i  6,      But  the  naval  power  ot  e  may 

according  to  the  ftrength  of  r; 
and  a  far  in  :han  u  b 

it  appears  to  be,  even   in   the  great  d 
j)ortion  01  .    .>,  with  rcfpccl  to  the  Bri- 

tifh naw.      The  military  force  of  Great  Bri- 

:,40i  men;  that  of  France  pur 
l)lv   equal    to    it.  d  after    a    long   . 

\\ar,    after    ha\  .;ahkd 

her  treafurcs  the  great  and  fmall  powers  of 
Kurope  to  maintain   their    ground   in   this 

•iteft,  the  revenues^  which  Great  Britai: 
now  able  to  contribute  i'  :>refervation  of 

our  freedom  and  propci  ty,\vithout  opprefT 
to  the  people,   and  with  prolj  Co  com- 

merce, a;  to  £.56,768,701.  annually. 

cas   aft  \  ing  contributions,    con- 

fil  ,  and    requiiitions,  and  aftl  r  a    ' 

;lained  by  individuals  and  natic  the 

lOUUt 
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amount  of  about  ont  thoufanJ  ffccn  km 
millions  *  ftcrling,  France  is  notu  ithi 

I>port  I  is  here*  to 

r  levied 

lie  good  old  way  during  the 
\  1800,  becaufc  hi 

were  in  po\  :ic  bcft  apologj 

1 

.tjHilo-y    is    not    without 
foundation,   will    apjxrar  f:ic  bcft  au- 

thor: 

themfcKts.     'i 

before  us  the  ftatc  of  1  the  clo 

the   eighteenth  century,   in  an  unqucf- 
able  .  I  lhall  give  it  untouched  and  un- 

ly  as   it   came   from 
of  the  grcateft  maftc  e. 

The   firli,    is   a  pichirc  before  the 

' 

'^:      '.-      , 

).      I  lhall    limit  : 

i  the  h  r  papers  as 

our  pur pc. 

. 

•  See  Table  of  Confifcations  madt  up  only  to  the  end 
of  the  year  1797,  in  the  foregoing  pages. 
t  Sec  Annual  Rcvcnuw  of  France,  page  199. 
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' 

ha- 
lted I  Vp;i;  ;-:icnts  rr.  of 
libertv — the               lants    of    the     101 
'iins  of 

and  the  labou  — 

th<  t  up,  ai 

— the  ;  r,;va- 

lent   in    the  cities  and  departments   of  .the 
Republic — v 

children   fhall    i  a    il;ii      • 

flavery — !  Me 

to  !  e  that  libei ' 

to  place  fuch  *c." 

• 

on  the  war  of  France.     "  As  to 
an  objecT:  of  ,r  the  ; 

a  fou ice  of  riches  fc  .    of 

mi:  the  people.  I 

Fr  i   the  banks  of  the  K 

i  del  s  of  the  1 
.d,  and  ? 

call   down   upon    tliL-ir   gu, 
heads   the  dctclhition  of  t: 
-juftice  of  heaven." 

- 


And  Ofulaa  tfGrtat  Brit  AM. 
thtconcnt,  is  one  made  by  the 

1  •'  uircd, 

.  are   laid 
.aH 

ill   uj» 

th:  the  AN  AT10K 

|)\il)lK-  fie 

ollowed  1>  Tcfcnt.1. 

.x. 

.il   HKT  af- 

*t- 

uo(  robic/s  and  piun- 

tholc  \vlu>  had  none.      I  lat 

.v^ihou!  the  / 

talent  v\\&  le,.  (51(1  I 

\rm!>cr,  1799.) 

:icd  in  t!ic  fj  .  .  rhc 

i,  the    xo: 

till  the 

\\  i: 

' 

. 
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rcquiJitionSi  tribunals*  and   rrco/uti- 

:,d  the    placing  of  citizens    out 
law.      Wretches,  they  have  oficn  full; 
the  name  of  the  republic.      T'J. 

to  iht  Jeff  airing  oil  !v  an   , 

femblagc  of  PLUNDERERS  v  \o- 

SCRli'TloNS,      SEQUESTRA'!  IS- 

CA  -  ;;RU PTC !!•:>,  a:  SI- 

Vi'IONS.     The  iyii 

T.I  CAN,  which  they  offer  to  a  nul 

feduccd  multitude   as  a  fourcc  of 
what^zj  it  produced  fact  ':. 
Lies,  profcripticns,  inftability,    tiie  rum 

nmercs^  the  annihilation  oi 
deJlruEiion  of  our  ;/^rr,  ai*d  the  MISERY  of 
the  PEOPLE.     Such  are  the  benefits  of  t: 
republic."' 

To  complete  this  piclure  I  inall  only  add 
the  \\T5rds  of  Barrcrc,  one  of  the  fuft  great 
levers  olution,  in  his  letter  to  i 

parte — "  May  the  UNFOK 
of  this  letter  obtain  jrfjl   intereft. 

Bom  without  any  ambition  in  rmklf,  mii- 

;tune  h,  iy  to  cc 

obicurity  ;  d    he    calls    upon 

Bonaparte     "  to     eihiblifh    a    conilitu:. 

ikh 
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KRt 

but  li 

i8th  c  .  on 

. 

\\  the   Dire 
I 

in  the  it  "lie  partly  as  its  1:. 

otlv  id. 

Let  us  no  our  eyes   on  the    i 

. 
Suit  country    or  iersf 

. 
fonv. 

)rrtipti 

in   moden. 

ofTer  j  of  bi. 

.order,  ho: 

, 
. 
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by  us,  or  in  the  pofle' 
comin  is   annii  th 

vierican  power    uncicrmir.    '.      (>ut  a     to 
Holland,  its  commerce  i ,  n  )  tnort  ;    it 

>  uiulcr  our  lub- 
ion. 

condition  of  France  and 

friends  ;  ilich  the  lol  ope  ;  and 

liich  theftateof  Britain,  with  ftrength  he- 

id    co:  -n,  with    opulence   br\ond 

'.mple,   and  with    rclourccs  gn 

iiL-cciiitics,   amidft  IK  Ids  of 

commerce.   , 

id  here  I  may  with  propriety  ftatc  tha 
words  of  Lucien  lionapartc  *:  "  The  firft 
ornament  of  national  feftivals  tor  a  free 
pc«  the  fpeftaclc  of  their  jlill  it- 

:  frofperlty.     Retrace   the  {rate   of  oti 
empires  and  compare  it  with  that  of  France, 
luoh  falfe-j-  reports  painti  cxhauftccl. 

Look    to  Germany,  one   of  its   fineft  pro- 
\ini'C3  become  an  integral   part  of  our  em- 
pire, 

*  Speech  delivered  in  the  Temple  of  Mars  on  the  23d 
fceptembcr,  iSoo,  being  the  annivcrfary  of  the  Republic. 

"he  reader  has  feen  thtfc  reports  and  by  whom  made. 
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t*  general: 

idcd,  and    lupporting 

:s.      Italy  hasyfrr   tiilMi 

c    go\:  : nailers. 

Shall  the  iituatioM   of  England  be  oppoicd 

tiic 

oaftsof 
•;r  winds  •  .• 

importiinc  coiiiici 
ch  has  cneagc     |        nindsof 

ur  unexan 
opulence  and  \  ;  commerv 

)ct>    hu\c    at'  :hc< 

corru;  lie  filial 

overthrow 

^eftion,    t 
.  Hoc 

. 

ig  and  con- 
• 
• 

but 
bccauib 

.tral and 


A  SURVEY  of 

in  the  aclual  fr.  an  utter 

impollibihty  to  maintain   or    to   r\tcnd    the 
proij  loutprt 

multiplying  the  puhlic  ru  It  has   not- 

Wlthftancting    he-en  obfeTvcd    that    the    I 
mentation  of  riches    has    been    followed  by 
line  of  ftates.      This  is  the    point  to 

ooafiicr 

There  is  not   a  political  or  moral   cffecl 

not  reliilt  froi  icurrcn 

Some  men,   howe-\er,  are  ignorant 
of  this  dependence,  and  others  do  not  com- 
prehend the  fecret  acYion   of  things.     Li- 
miting their  ohicrvation  to  the  laft  and  moft 
immediate  eauie,  which  is  always  the   moft 
apparent,   they    attribute    all    consequences 
us,  and  are  often   furprifcd   to   iee  the 
littlenefs  of  the  means  and  the  greatnefs  of 
the  effeft*.     Hence  iimple  facls  feem  pro- 
digies, 

*  A  fiiijlc  grain,  by  dcftroy/ng  the  cquilibiium  between 
two  maflcs  of  an  enormous  weight,  fcts  them  both   in  mo- 
Rut  the  Tingle  grain  would  not  have  produced  this 
without  the  action  of  the  mafsto  which  it  is  joined. 
It  is  only  howrvcr  the  action  of  th  that   ftrik 

yulgareyc:  that  of  the  gravity  of  ih  i>  uu- 

; 


Slrtngtb  **J  Of*4k*t*  of  Grut  Britain. 

fligi<  the   calculations  of   the 

potfilu!  the  weak  one.     It  was 

on  this  ;uv  it  former  people    in  their 

ance  r:iilcd  altars  to  lomc  mea 

•Sg<  'aimed  others  at  the  flake  a* 

Were  we  to  confider    how  riches  have 

A  by 

the  .tfs,  during 

ages,    to  ourov.  at  the  opulcn, 

.ndard  of  its  proipe* 

and  not  the  meaiiirc  where  are 

ilty  of  its  downfal  *. 

WitbcM 


•  It  is  \vc"  Icnown  that  the  downfal  of  Britain 

predi&ed,  when  its  debt  (hou'd  amount  to  a  fum,  which  it 

'         ng  fmcc  furpafTed,  and  dill  proTpcrs.    Thcfc  fpccula- 

tors  looked  at  the  bulk  of  debt,  but  never  confidcrcd  the 

;ig  mafs  of  resources.     Mr.  Hume  alfo  has  erred, 

arguing  on  a  wron^   principle  by  analog?.     We  hare 

fccn  that  he  I  >ings  impede  themfclvei  t' 

enormous  greatnefs,  and  checking  their  own  movements 

ceafc.     It  has  been  alfo  aflerted  by  late  writers, 

governments  are  deftincd  to  diflblutioo  like  ocher 

bodit  the    fallacy  of  fuch    reafoning  is,  that 

combinations   arc    miftjlccn  for  phyficJ   nature. 

r  may  ccruinly  be   too  bulky  for   motion,  and 
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Without  recurring  ho  t<*a  Ion     detail 

ofhiftorica'  \   which  would  loud  us 

too  far,  it  mi  !,  that  there 

is  nothing  intrinlically  good  or  bad  in  th; 

of  rich  All  the  cvilli 

•  iuiiition  and  application.    According 
to  thcie  tu  '         -  '  ill  nil 

If  the  mode  <  ming  or 

uling  them  tends  to  corrupt  public  man: 
then  that  mode  is   the  caufc  which, 
ricrmu  riches  the  objed  or  th<  >  of  cor- 

ruption, deftroys  nations.  H\it  if  the  mode 
of  obtaining  or  applying  them  be  iiuluftry 
uncl  frugality,  whence  independence  and 

.)incis    ah\-;  n    the  growing 

id  profperity  of  a  nation  arc   but 
its  g;  h,  content,  and  {lability. 

We 

-  application    to  common  operations; 

xal   nature  mull   alfo  pcrifh   by  action,    not- 

wilbftanding  the  theory  of  Condorcct,  becaufc  we  cannot 

xeaovatc  worn  organs,  or  infufc  into  them  new  principles 

moral  combinations   the  cafe   is 

wholly  different :   for  we  can  apply  a   remedy  agr.inft 
Aching    ruin,    and  renovate    old  ftrcr.gth  by    in- 
fcifmg  new  and  vigorous  powers  of  exiflencc,  into  the 
moral  conftitution  under  every  pofliblc  complaint. 
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>ofb  be: 

. 

I 

C     of    j  :>ds     Oil 

i nccs  or 
l>or- 

.nul  politicians  ma  ^ues 

and  fillip  tr  c  to  rcftorc  the 

the  (hock  o: 
:ions.      Hut  it  is  iiulu: 

,  ital>liih    and    fceure   the   rights    of 
people,    and  enforce   the  -arc. 

.cc,   we  behold  to  in  lub- 

hc  fca.     rl 
iiuinan    \^ 

y  objcd  of  national  a 

and  therefore  c  icul- 

tural  ccono:  the  iiui  iy  of 

nan.     '1  of  thcfc 

of  j)  c  flourilhinij    and 

multiplied  ,    haj)|>i  in- 

dividual , 
and  aiu-, 

bloody  fcourgc 

of  i  >a    to  y    lias 

P 
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been  torn  by  the  :  ^f  rapacious  ty* 

Why  n  vi- 

olated ,  ions  mail  !ft 

univr  -i    of   revolution 

jcs  fhc    Hand   as  if  angch 
IKT  in  a'.i  her  wins  :    Ue- 
indei  the  blcflingsof  a  found  hftetn 
of  religic;  rnment,  lu  Ic  are 

truly  free :  Aiu!  commerce  firft  gave  her 
•;d  now  gives  her  happineft* 
It  raited  the  lower  clafies  from  civil  abjec- 
tion, it  brought  down  the  high  from  feudal 
tvranny,  it  fixed  both  on  that  point  of  po- 
litical morality,  whence  Britain  has  riicn 
to  a  proud  pinnacle,  and  whereon  ihe  ftands 
the  wonder  and  the  admiration  of  an  ap- 
plauding though  an  envious  world. 

Is  it  furprifing  then  that  commerce  fhoulcl 

tec!  or  aimed  at   in  the  fvftems 

of  great   nations,  when   they  contemplate 

the  rapid  of  Great   Britain,  from 

the  time  of  its    folid   eftablifhment  in  this 

ry  under  the  Houfe  of   I  la:  To 

ake  and  Kawleigh  however  a  tribute  is 

due  for  our  fteps  towards  rank  in  the  com- 
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men  M.     And  \\  ith  ri 

v  any  invcftiga- 
t his  aft  that 

the  foundation  was  laid  tor  the  great  advan- 
tage "y  eulogy  to 

cparatory  ftep  for  the  fucccfs  of  ^ 
mcrcc,  from  the  date  of  our  Cothi 

be  admitted.     Hut 

i  thclc  proof,  ii  arc  drawn  from 

)cumcnts  of  ft  .nuft 

ice  the  Re- 
volution, the  regular  i  of  commerce 
began  to  dawn,  and  that  it  is  only  under 
the  Houfe  of  I  lanovcr  it  has  unfolded  it- 
_;roun  and  triumphed*,  lathe  fame 
documents  ftaiuK  an  unequivocal  and  d 

•ts  and  tulle  c 
quences  as  to  the  ruin  of  :i, 

Thcfc  pages,   I  truft,  hold  up  a  true  and 
more  grateful  picture  to  the  Uiitifh  eye.     It 


•  By  the  8  Geo.  I.  c.  15,  near  two  hundred  tuns  on 
raw  materials  imported,  and  on  Briufc  manufa&urc*  cm- 
ported,  were  taken  oft". 
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indeed  a  fublime  object  of  contemplation 

for  the  fagc  and  politician  of  every  nation  to 
trace  the  hiftoryand  progrefs  of  the  induftry, 
freedom,  happineis,  wealth  and  profpcrity 
of  a  great  people.  And  furely  in  thefe  docu- 
ments, which  arc  given  here  with  accuracy, 
iy  he  found  a  co:  •  to  the  hopes  of 

vicious  philofophy,  and  a  light  to  the  gloomy 
fears  of  vifionary  prophecy.  It  mnft  ap- 
pear allb  according  to  thefe  documents,  that 
our  anceftors  enjoyed  not  an  happier  ftate 
than  we  do.  Feudal  barbarifm  plundered 
mankind  and  enflaved  them  by  the  fword  : 
commerce  now  enriches  mankind  and  makes 
them  free  by  virtuous  induftry.  If  we  look 
around,  we  behold  that  by  war  alone  the 
conqueror  is  rendered  as  unhappy  as  the 
conquered :  they  exchange  but  blood  for 
blood  and  wounds  for  wounds.  Whereas 
by  commerce  ;  the  conquering  people  muft 
introduce  induftry  intoa  country,  with  its 
virtues  and  inevitable  confequcnces ;  which 
country  they  would  not  have  conquered,  hacl 
induftry  been  there;  and  which  country 

they 
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- 

the    bloody 
ncrors  arc 
cc.     1: 
fing,  \\ ! 

ibiic 

ilcad  of  belli;, 
minifters  of  vice  and   d  tlicr 

.ace  or  war, 

the  great  iburcc  c  and 

pub! , 
Brit, 

• 
it  now  ipcrior 

-    been 

:hrough  .-tail,  in  the 

;  more  brief 

and  no  (c  \t* 

condition.     All  th 

.in  unerring 
the  mt  .ill  •go- 

vernments, and  jutl0v  uj' 

•  'I  ably  applied  by  Lonl  Hawkcfbur 

the  htc  fcflion,  in  hi*  fpccch  on  the  union. 

i( 
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ns.     Thefe  four  are,   i.  Civil  Liberty  s 
ternal  Order:  3.Proipcrity  :  4.  Power, 

1.  With  refpeft  to  Civil  Liberty,  if  it  be 
examined  ii  irce  o:  1    in  its  re- 
fults,    that  ' 

in  the  prote&ion  of  our  li\  es,  libertifM 
property;    neither  Rome   in   all    it 
nor  Greece  in  all  its  glory,   invciu-d  iu  citi- 
zens with  fuch  rights  as  a  fubjecl  of  Britain 
may  at   this  day  boaft.     The  provided  and 
moft  powerful  dare  not,   becaufe   he  cannot 
with  impunity,   injure   a  fin  r  of  the 

pooreft  and  moft  weak  man's  head.  And  as 
to  modern  republics,  they  muft  not  be  named 
in  the  companion  :  all  have  imitated  but 
none  have  equalled  even  the  two  boafted 
models  of  antiquity. 

2.  Our  Internal  Order    is  founded   upon 
i  a  bafis  of  religious  and  civil  government, 

that  it  has  felt  hut  a  flight  influence  of  that 
fhock  which  fliaking  nations  to  the  center, 
has  overturned  ftatcs,  and  pervaded  the 
globe.  This  moral  ftrength  demonftrates 
our  fuperiority  over  nations  in  religion  and 
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governmcn:  ucs  of  Britain  having 

lined  found  and  incorrupt  at  a  moment 
of  awful  and  contagious  vice* 

3.  The  Pro/verity  of  Great  Britain  is  be* 

i  the  bounds  of  parallel;  and  aimoft  of 

were  it  not  for  thcfc  documents 

pf  flat,  whereby  I  have  (hewn  its  growth 

in  ftrength  ulcncc  to  be  incontrovcr- 

D  his  imaginary 

.  ;  -,  could  have  furpafTed,  none  has 

with  its  real  progrefc 

1  it   the  great  bafis  of  our 

commerce  and  national  opulence,  was  t 
bliihcd  uiul  lanovci 

following  facts   will    dci:  tc  this, 

documents  of  our  aftouifhing  proipe: 
the  acccflion. 

In  1713,  the  imports  and  ex-  £. 

ports  am  to        -     -     13,16;. 

In  1800,  they  amounted  to  -     95o43»397 

In  reality   they  amounted  to  above  104 

millions  ;  time  k-mj   10  per  cent,  always 
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.aftcd  as  an  allowance  nuulc  to  the  mer- 
chants. 

In  the  time  of  William,  the  nation  could 
\vith  difficulty  r  ;ir  millions  per  aim. 

and  even  the  laic  of  forfeited  land;    in  Ire- 
land was  propoied  to  procure  this  lum. 

In  the  time  of  Anne,  the  average  of  the 
{applies  was  fomewhat  about  five  millions. 

In  1 800,  the  grofs  produce  of  our  revenues, 
without  the  loan,  amounts  to  £.38,853,024. 
and  including  the  loan  to^T.  56,768,701, 

Thus,  under  the  Houfe  of  Hanover,  our 
commerce  has  increafed  above  82  millions 
per  And  the  faculty,  or  increafed  opu- 

lence of  the  nation,  appears  in  an  augmcn- 

*ion  of  revenue  to  the  amount  of  above  51 
millions  per  ami.  Nor  can  this  Jncreafc  of 
revenue  leem  furprifing,  \vhen  it  is  known 
that  the  external  commerce  increafing  to 
the  amount  of  82  millions  ^r  ann.  it  fol- 
lows that  the  internal  trade  of  the  nation 
increaics  to  the  amount  of  191  millions  per 
(inn.  which  is  one  and  a  third  more.  Thus, 

fines 
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fin  ccffion  «/*  George  I.  trade  and  com- 

IONS  per 

1>  >mmcrcet  and 

that  in  the  t. 
chcs  colic, 
about  27  millions^/-  onn. 

Oa  the  acccl:  1.48  millions 

ftr  a: 

j'Wy  they  produce  ^89  •  MILLIONS 
fer  a: 

S  the  improved  wealth  of  this 

1  loufc  of  Hano\ 

•iothcr  unerring  proof  of  the  pror 

of  this  nation,  i.>  cuir.  ic  ftatc  of 

oc- 

The  t'jt;d  coipagc  i'^r  a  C4 

tury   from   1558    to    1659,  JT. 

an  to       -     -     -     -     19)832,476 

•Oar  external  commerce  may  be  ftatcJ  at  -  ICO  millions. 
Our  internal  trade  confequendy  at      -     -  233 
•  oc,  including  loan       .     -     -     56 

Total  -  -  389 
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The  total  coinage  in  the  time 

of  V  i,  and  including  a  £. 

re-coinage,  amounted  to     -     1 0,5 1 1 ,963 
In  the  time  of  Anne   -     -     -       2,691,626 

George  I. 8,725,921 

George  II.  - 11,966,576 

:-gc  III.  to  the  1 8th          /.       \ 

March,  1797     -     -     -  57>338>°36 

There  was  coined 
To  Michaelmas  1797      -     2,000, 
To  Michaelmas  1798      -     ^967,504 
To  Michaelmas  1799      •       449,961 
To  November  1800     -        189,237 

Total,  including  the  firft^  62,945,125 

quarter  of  March  1797, 
which  was  before  ftated,  but 
the  exaft  fum  not  being  af- 
certaincd,  it  cannot  be  de- 
dufled 

4 

Total  coinage  from  1659  to 
1784  (about  1 25  years) 

Total  coinage  fince  the  accef- 
fion  of  the  Houfe  of  Ha- 
nover (86  years)  -  -  -  83,637,622 

Total  coinage  during  his  Ma- 

jcfty's  reign  (40  years)  -  62,945,125 


4.  As 
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4.  As  to  our  Powsr:  Howe,  cent  % 

:ican,  tlu fc  arc  oor  glorioui 

.els,  more  immortal  thm 

:  even  poets  feigned   or  heroes  hoped 

for,  arc  the  re  of  Britifh  power  and 

triumph.  !lbn    has  forn  c  fcven 

mouthed  Nile  into  an  herald  of  Britifh  glory, 

ihall    tell  ages   yet  to  come    that, 

M'hcx  he  fought  j  Britain  was  invincibk. 

cfc  arc  the  CREDENDA  of  the  ftatc  of 
Great  l\ 

:i;il    Orttafj   iM   Civil  Liberty.      A 
-o  further  into  detail,  its  growing  com- 
mcrce,  national  capital,  and  finances ; 

ulturc,  jx)pulation,  and  mi- 
litan  icreafcd  and  dill  inc: 

ing  ftrength  and  opulence  :  all  prove  its  rc- 
fources   to  be  more   than  idcquat 
nccc/fiti 

So  proud  and  H>  wife  a  period,  no  natiou 
could  ever  boaft  of.     And,   it  may  now  be 

•  To  Lord  St.  Vincent,  this   nation  fhnJs  inJtbtcJ 
not  only  for  the  glory  in<!  adnmagc*  of  vigory,  but  for 
ich  more,  the  (klvation  of  its  any  in  the  ttoft 
us  momcn:  ot*  its  exigence. 

repeited 


-*2  A  SURVEY  of  the 

rep  with   great   confidence  after   Mr. 

Hume,  that  there  is  not  another  inilai, 
in  the  \vholc  hiftory  of  mankind,  tliat  In 
many  millions  of  people  have,  during  fuch  a 
fpace  of  time,  been  held  together,  in  a 
manner  fo  free,  fo  rational,  and  ib  fuitablc 
to  the  dignity  of  human  nature.  Since  the 
acccffion  of  the  Houie  of  Hanover,  har- 
mony has  reigned  between  the  fovereign 
and  the  lubjcft.  Public  liberty,  with  in- 
ternal peace,  has  flourifhed  almoil  without 
interruption :  trade  and  manufactures  and 
agriculture  have  incrcaled  :  the  arts  and 
fciences  and  philofphy  have  been  cultivated  : 
even  religious  parties  have  been  neceflitated 
to  lay  afide  their  mutual  rancour  :  and  the 
glory  of  the  nation  has  fprcad  itielf  all  over 
Europe,  with  our  progrels  in  the  arts  of 
peace,  and  our  valour  and  fucct  u . 

Thcfe  are  the  refiilts  of  our  national  eco- 
nomv  in  all  its  parts,  iince  the  fettlement  in 
the  Houle  of  Hanover  has  taken  place. 
Called  by  the  united  voice  of  the  Icgiflature, 
the  princes  of  that  family  have,  without 
intrigue,  without  cabal,  without  felicitation 

ou 
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on  i!  -          nted  the  thio: 

.    • 
• 

laws  'itutior  d  what  a 

proa  it  we  have  become  amongft 

'  ions 

ligioufly  Oi  ,   and  cor.loj'jcnccf  (b 

glonoi^  in  the  Jlatc  of  any 

nation,    we   had   thro  ,  ry   tiling    into 

:i  ;  and  lr.  i   revolutionary 

i  ourlclvcs  fit  only  for  republican 

flav  lolutc  fuhjcftion. 
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APPENDIX. 


CONSIDERATIO 

OK        THE 

,H    1RICE    OF    PROVISIONS; 


THE  CAUSES  AND  THE  REMEDY. 


\  1    I'ENDI  X,  *c 


T1IK  dearncfsof  j  marks  no 

>  chca; 
proof  (  1 

il  the  trutl  nropcau 

as    in    t\y 

duce 
:u  parable  cor.  It  is  a  great 

nd   pr' 

ami  cliu-lly   in   c'oi:  .1  nations    t-> 

care,  that  the  price  of  the    i 

at  luch  tc  as   n 

,  hut  ii'  k  the  growth  of 

res. 

It  ;  ]>5  appear  flrange    to  fome 

ivancc  that  our  unparalleled prof- 
pcrity  is  OIK  he  high  price  of  pro- 

hut  I  (hall  make  th  r  clear, 

i   t!u    primary  caufcs  of 
Q  this 
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this  high  price,  namely,   a  \  of 

of  popular. 

Since  the  Kc\olution  of  1688,  there  li; 
been  2,837,000  acres  of  land  inclolld  :  and 
outofthefe,   2,804,000   during  hi  nt 

Majefty's  reign.     Since  the  year   1788    no 
lefs  than  608  acts  of  inclofurc  ha\  1  -, 

\  out  of  thele,  470  fince  war  commar -id. 
Thefc  facN   prove    the  incrcalc   of  agricul- 
ture, and  conil-qucntly  we   may   fairly  in, 
from  hence  an  incrcatcd  iiipph  ti. 

The  amount  of  an  exportation,  that  our 
own  deficiency  of  corn  has  made  us  ahandon 
lince  1765;  and  the  expences  of  an  un[><>r- 
tatiw,  that  the  fame  deficiency  had  made 
us  adopt  previous  to  thelait  vear,  fonn  col- 
lee  .in  annual  total Q^ £.  4,007,835. — 

But  the  amount  of  the  imports  alone^  from 
the  26th  September  1799  to  the  26th  Sep- 
tember 1800,  is  above  6  millions  and  an 
half  (jf.  6,509,378  I4J-.)  according  to  the 
accounts  printed  by  order  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  the  8th  November  1800.  Thcfe 
fafts  likewifc  pi  incrcafcd  fujiply  of 

corn. 

It 
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therefore,  on    the   foregoing 

grounds  of  incrc  tbroad 

!  at  home,  in   thr    pro- 

<lucc  of  c  equate  :  'ias 

rti//vexirtcd  in  this  count  1  it 

.Hiding  thefc   in- 

creafcd   fupplics  from  ;.  nef 

tin  v  not  onl\  i:i.  .it  has 

;mcntccl :   confcqucntly,   it 
the  confumption,  that   is,  in  other  v 

nd 
general  fiippofitlOlk 

I  Living  ntnv  before  us  t  o  untl 

able  fa6ls,  cftablifhcd  on  fuch  pro<-  rc- 

clude  the  i  ty  of  ftating  numerous  others 

that  I  have  already  brought  forv.  :th 

rcfpcft  to  the  incrcafc  of]  to 

inadequate  growth  of  corn  in  this  CCK 

COnfumption,  \vhich  muft  eventu- 
ally ruin  all  commerce  by  railing  the  price 
of  maniii.  ;  the  important  quell 

s,  what  is  the  :-(c 

Is?    the   reply    is  obvious:  ic   the 

iupply  by  the  incrcafc  of  agriculture,  that 

iclofc  the  wajle  Lv. 
Sccoiullv  :  Seeing  th 

Q 
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cd  population,  and  an  inadequate  growth  of 

;i  we  have  an  iniiif- 
in  the  market  which  is 
piirchafer*  of  which 
arc  daily,  the  price  muft  u: 

ly   be  railed.      Therefore,   incloic  the 
waft 

Thirdly  :  We  have  incrcafcd  opulence 
moft    ;  !     credibility.     And    here    t 

abundant  quantity  of  m< 

ciatio:i  in  its  value,  as  t  .tityof 

corn  caufes  an  increafe  in  its  vakc.  From 
this  double  operation  alfo  arifes  the  high 
price  of  proviiions.  Add  to  this,  that  not 
only  increafed  population  is,  in  other  terms, 
iiu  confumption,  but  increafed  oj 

lencc  is  increafed  confumption,  which  adds 
the  wafte  of  luxury   to  the  wants  of  net 
fity,  and  diffufes  likewife  the  :  of  in- 

dulgence by  its  rotations  through  all  clafles 
of  foe  i  he  fupply  of  corn,  ho 

like  any  other  article  for  the  market,    mould 
be  proportionate  to  the  number  and  to  the 
opulence  of  the   purchafcrs.     It   is   indeed 
treme  folly  to  fupport  the  markets  of  fo- 
reigners, by  purchai;  in  them  what  we 
i 
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created  taxation.  Some  men,  however,  will 
not  relinquish  indulgences,  anil  all  men  mull 
and  ought  to  have  IK  .  In  order 

therefore  to  l  '»oth   thcfe    purpofcs,  as 

il  as  to  me  i'i'Teate  of  taxc ~s   e\ 

additional  import,  and  ibmcthing  more,  is  laid 
\]j)on  the  commodities  \vhich  they  produce  or 
trade  in.  This  foon  a  ft  efts  the  whole  Ivf- 
tern  of  trade,  in  all  its  articles,  and  conie- 
quently  the  firft  great  neceflarics  of  1 
Tor,  as  thole  who  (Lai  in  land  and  its  |> 
ducts  mutt  pay  more  for  what  they  purchale, 
they  muft  of  courfe  get  more  for  what  they 
fell.  But  how  is  this  to  be  prevented  ?  hy 
reducing  the  prices  of  what  the  farmers 
buy.  For,  increafe*  the  quantity  of  the 
articles  which  farmers  fell,  by  inclofures  of 
the  vvafte?,  and  this  incrcaie  of  the  firft  arti- 
cles of  fubiiftence  and  manufactures,  namely, 
of  corn,  butter,  milk,  \  ejx-tables,  wool,  and 
fize  and  number  of  cattle,  will  reduce  their 
price,  and  enable  the  manufacturer  and 
tradefman  to  reduce  the  price  of  his  com- 
modities in  return. 

9  See  Account  of  the  quaniity  of  provifions  imported* 
Table  N.  page  239. 
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i  roadhon  of  this  finglc 
:  ices 

ot~  the  linl  ;ity  and  trade, 

all  d  .ay  be  <  icrcafcd 

:iis  (ingle  and  great 

:c  \\  ill  i    abun- 

fupplit'S  v  c  us  cheap  pro- 

1     chi.'iij)     :  Our 

M|  ton.  .11   fave 

ough  perhaps   (low  del: 

•  In  fomc  of  our  great  manufacturing  cftablimmentt, 
there  is  2  fc.i!c  of  proportion  obfcrvcd  between  the  date  of 
wages  and  the  (late  of  trade.  In  Lancaihire,  however, 
the  principal  manufacturers  at  this  moment,  ire  induced, 

dcarncfs  of  provifions,  to  give  wages  beyond  this 

The  confcqucnce  muft  be,  that  cither  the  pi  ice  of 
:  c  mud  be  rai:  -\  will  hurt  the  CJe 

of  the  manufacture;  or  the  nun  with  im.. 

>e  ruined.  The  latter  mult,  perhaps,  be  unfonunitcljr 
!iey  find  ;  Cannot  raife  the  price  of 

cs  i  and  the  manufacturers  po6effing  even 
the  Urged  capitals,  can  with  difficulty  reimburse  tiu 
pcnces,  under  the  prcicnt  preflurc  from  the  high  pike  of 
provifions. 

i  well  informed,  that  in  the  fnull  rown  of  Black- 
burne,  and  I  itate  it  js  a  t.ut  tit  for  public  notice  on  ac- 
count  of  the  exemplary  humanity  of  thoie  few  gentlemen 
concerned  in  the  manufactories  of  Uut  place,  they  pay 
£ .  800  per  week  to  their  workmen,  above  the  feale  of 
proportion  between  wages  and  the  prcfcat  ftate  of  trade. 
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•i,  our  i  rcc  and    navigation,  confc- 

qucntly  our  f;  I   and    property,  and    all 

the  bkliin-s  of  old  England. 

But  in  order  to  n  preceding  caufes 

of  the  price  of  provilions,   in  our    in- 

created  opulence  :i,  and  an  in- 

adequate  fupply  of  corn  ;  and  to  prevent  the 
cal  ;;  confequcnces  to  \\  tfl  well 

as  the  ruinous  reiult;  on  manufactures,  com- 
mc  ition,  &c.  it  is  my  hunihle  opi- 

nion,  that  the  remedy  here  pointed  out  will, 
if  adopted,  operate  effectually  to  this  pur- 
j)o:  '  is  perhaps  the  fole  radical  one 

under  all  our  cxifting  circumftances. 
During  eight  years  part,  the  annual  average 
produce  of  wheat  has  been  about  eight  mil- 
lions of  quarters  ;  the  population  of  Great 
Britain,  and  its  dependencies,  which  are 
fupplied  by  it  with  corn,  amounts  to  about 
twelve  millions  :  the  average  conlumption 
annually  is  a  quarter  for  each  perfon  :  c< 

i -lenrly,   there  is  a  deficiency  of  four  mil- 
lions of  quarters,  or  one  third.     Add  to  this, 

>t  twenty-fix  davs  confumption  is  requifite 
to  feed  thecountrv.     Therefore,  we 
manifeft  deficit    in    the    fupply    necelTary, 

hich 
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after  fome  advance  the  magnitude   of  aug- 
mentation becomes  immenlc.     Such  is  our 
tent  cafe. 

Two  queftions  however  may  be  fairlv 
alkcd  by  Ionic  perlbns,  with  refpeft  to  this 
propofal  :  Firft,  Is  the  quantity  of  our  wafte 
lands  adequate  to  the  fupply  of  corn  which 
is  neceflary  ?  Next,  Would  the  inclofurcs 
have  the  effeft  held  out,  with  rcfpeft  to  the 
increafe  of  the  other  articles  of  fubfiftence, 
and  particularly  thcjize  of  cattle  ?  To  both 
theie,  the  anfwer  is,  a  clirecT:  affirmative  : 
and  the  proofs  are  clear  and  concife. 

Firft,  the  total  quantity  of  acres  in  Great 
Britain,  according  to  parliamentary  docu- 
ments, is  73,285,628;  of  which  there  arc 
only  51, 178, 627  cultivated:  confequently,we 
have  vcrv  nearly  one-third  now  lying  wafte. 
And,  thank  God,  it  is  not  only  an  ample  re- 
fource  for  our  neceffities,  but  a  great  ftore  of 
future  ftrength  and  opulence  for  this  coun- 
ti  \.  At  the  prcfent  period  the  deficiency 
K  about  one-third  :  and  as  an  acre  is  fuffi- 
cient  to  fupply  three  pcrlbns,  confequent- 
ly  only  1,333,000  acres  are  requifite : 
whereas  we  have  above  twenty  millions 

wafte, 


Affcndix :  On  tbt  High  Pri<t  if  PriKift*j. 

.     Next,  as  the  average  weight  of  cat- 

taken 

ill   1*  fccii  in  the  follov 

market,  it  if  fair 
too  ,  that   like   caufes  will  produce 


r ....  c«if. 

In  1710 — 370  Ib.     50!!).     2811).      j!- 

1796 — 800         148          80          50 

Add  to  this  the  increafc  before  mentioned 
in  the  number  of  the  cattle.     During 

>  years,  up  to  1795,  the  cattle  confumed 
ropolis  alone  had  augmented  annu~ 
ally  in  32,854  d  203,290  flu 

cfe  (hortftatcmci. 

am  >  the  doubt  !i  might  arile  on 

the  foregoing  points.     But  other  numerous 
and  important   benefits  which   muft  refult 
from  the  inclofurcs,  and  various  and 
five  evils  which  mui  from  the  ncgleft 

of  i  re,  have  been  already  dated  in 

the  preceding  pages. 

At  prclent  im  nbjed  is  to  (hew  to  the 
tion  not  only  that  there  lias  been,  and  there 
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real  and    COnfr  in   the 

our  1u!)iiil< 

hut  that  tlu  -al  remcdv.    I 

the  t 

•  fioiis;  \\hich,  if  not  checked  hy  the 
inclofure  of  the  \\  aftes,  muft  j)rovc  ruinous 
to  f(  -iiifadturcs. 

When  we  are  allured   that  national  pro- 
fperity  is  another  cai  high  price 

of  provifions,  \ve  muft  m<  ,:rfully  fuh- 

mit  to  the  prciTure  of  a  moment.  And 
when  we  are  aflured  further,  that  the  radi- 
cal and  permanent  remedy  againft  icarcity, 
which  is  here  pointed  out,  will  ;>tcd, 

and  will  operate  effeftually  as  an  mcreafing 
refource  again  ft  ii;  .  taxation,  I  doubt 

not  that  the  nation  at  large,  with  all  its 
energetic  ftrcngth  of  character,  \vill  meet 
the  meafures  of  government  with  a  manly 
.  i  grateful  co-operation. 
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IMPORTS  into  England  of  CORN,  FLOUR,  &c. — continued. 


-     -     5>01^  Cvn.  ar 

Cod   -     -     -    .       196  D°   - 

White  Heraingt    -    2x0  Barrels 
Hams,  Bacon  Hams,  Ve- 

Poik       -    -    -    1,699    D*- 
Tongue»  ------ 


SCOT  Brought  forward     -     632,925   17 

i.  d. 

-  50  o     •                    -     -     |2»S7°    ° 

-  50  o     i '  '      -                            74^     o 

-  iz  o   pf:  n 


8,097     o 
96    6 


,   Scotland 


Brought  forward  -  -  Imports  into  England      -  8,793,976 


Total  Amount  of  Provifions 
\vhich  might  be  fupplicd  by  our 
own  induilry,  and  \vafte  lands, 
if  cultivated  ;  and  \\  Inch  would 
produce  other  confiderable  ad- 
vantages to  the  nation  and  indi- 
viduals, in  agriculture,  trade, 
manufactures,  and  commerce  - 


7   6 


: 


.   The  Prices  of  the  aforcfaid  articles  a/e   rr.oftly  r.ccording  to  the  Parliamcn 

.-    document }  but  wherever  the   pricei  were  not  furniOicd    by 
aecounti,  they  are  taken  at  the  official  rate  of  the  Cuftom  Houfe,  and 
confequently  UNDER  THE    REAL    VALUE. 


-,  TjUlcr,  Crrat  Toxr.ftlic,  LlocolaVInn  Ficldf, 
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